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What exactly is renter’s 
insurance and why 
should you consider it?

While apartment buildings are 
insured against certain catastro-
phes, this coverage does not usu-
ally extend to personal property. 
Property crimes are common in the 
USC area, and renter’s insurance 
can help to mitigate your losses 
should you be the victim of theft or 
property damage. These are some 
common misunderstandings about 
renter’s insurance:

I’m covered because my landlord 
has insurance

Usually a landlord’s insurance 
covers only structural damage to 
the building itself—and a lot of pol-
icies don’t even go that far if the 
damage is caused by a tenant. For 
example, if you leave the tub run-
ning and it drips downstairs, dam-
aging your neighbor’s couch, you 
may be liable for the whole mess. 
If your building caught fire, your 
landlord’s coverage would include 
repairs, but only to the building.

It’s too expensive 
Renter’s insurance can be as lit-

tle as $10 to $20 per month. It de-
pends on factors such as the type of 
personal property you’re covering, 
the size of the dwelling, the location 
and the deductible you want. Lower 
prices are offered for apartments 
that contain smoke alarms and fire 
extinguishers. For lower rates, you 
can raise the deductible; for more 
protection, you can pay more for re-
placement cost coverage.

My neighborhood is safe
Renter’s insurance usually ex-

tends beyond on-premise theft and 
hazards. If your luggage is stolen 
while you’re on vacation, you’ll of-
ten be covered. The same may be 
true with property stolen from your 
car. You’ll also likely be protected if 
someone slips and sprains their an-
kle at events you hold; you may even 
receive compensation for legal de-
fense costs in the case of a lawsuit.

I don’t own valuable things
You might be surprised at how 

quickly all your books, CDs, and 
kitchen appliances add up. Even 
students can easily own thou-
sands of dollars worth of belong-
ings. Following is a list of common 
household items. List each item 
along with its year of purchase and 
what you think it would cost to re-
place it today.

Types of coverage offered
Personal property coverage

Coverage varies by state, compa-
ny, and type, but here are some ba-
sic examples of personal property 
to include in your inventory. Items 
not listed here may still be insur-
able; ask agents about customizing 
your policy with more options.

Property typically covered:
• Stereo systems, VCRs, and televi-

sion sets
• CDs, DVDs, videos, and tapes
• Photography equipment
• Movable appliances, including mi-

crowaves
• Furniture
• Sports equipment
• China and glassware
• Clothing and books

Property covered with limitations:
• Home computers
• Cash, including coin collections
• Checks and traveler’s checks, 
• Jewelry and watches
• Precious and semi-precious stones
• Comic books, trading cards, stamps
• Antiques and fine art
• Goldware and silverware (theft)
• Rugs, wall hangings, and tapestries
• Firearms (theft)
• Furs or clothing trimmed in fur

Natural hazard coverage:
Natural-hazard coverage varies by 
state and company, but most poli-
cies protect your property against 
losses created by the following:
 • Vandalism
• Water damage from failure of 

plumbing or appliances
• Frozen water pipes
• Hail
• Windstorm
• Smoke
• Explosion
• Vehicles or aircraft

For a higher premium, most in-
surance carriers offer options to 
add coverage for hazards not in-
cluded in a standard renter’s policy:
• Earthquake, landslide, or other 

movement damage
• Water damage cause by an under-

ground source or flooding
• Nuclear-hazard damages

Insurance is about your protec-
tion against unforeseeable circum-
stances. Even if you think it can’t 
happen, paying the price of one mu-
sic CD a month might make the dif-
ference between an empty house 
and a replacement shopping spree.

ZoofiTheJi | StockXchng

This little piggy  · 
A few pennies invested 

each day in renter’s 
insurance can pay for 

itself if your expensive 
belongings are lost or 

stolen.
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How to find the apartment that’s right for you
Finding a place to live is like choosing a partner — it’s 

exciting, but also potentially disastrous. Just like choos-
ing a romantic interest, you’ll be much happier if you 
first take some time to think about what is important to 
you and what you’d be willing to sacrifice. Making a list 
of priorities will help you sort through your choices and 
improve your chances of avoiding a mistake. 

Answer for yourself the following questions about 
your potential housing situation, and then prioritize 
them so that you’ll know what’s a must-have.

Do you want roommates?
This question will dictate much of your housing 

search and significantly change what you’re looking for. 
Before deciding you may want to research the cost of 
rent in the area. Living with a roommate is much cheap-
er than living alone, but those who need time alone to 
study may find it worth the extra cost. Sometimes rent-
ing a room by yourself in a large house can be a good 
compromise.

Do you have a compatible 
roommate in mind?

Great friends don’t always make great roommates, so 
choose carefully. Ask your friends if they know of any-
one who is looking for a roommate or apartment. If you 
can’t afford to live alone but don’t know of anyone, look 
for a person with a spare room. The Daily Trojan Clas-
sifieds lists these postings.

How long will you live 
in this space?

Short leases will severely limit your housing options. 
Most leases require at least one year’s commitment, so 
if this is too long for you, consider a sublet or a month-
to-month lease. You can try to negotiate a deal if you’re 
willing to stay for a longer amount of time.

What can you afford?
Sometimes the new luxury pad is worth every penny, 

but you might also prefer having that extra money to go 
out on weekends. Do a budget before you start shopping 
to figure out what you’re willing to spend. Avoid renter’s 

remorse by doing a budget first. 

Where do you want to live?
The neighborhoods around campus offer a vari-

ety of different living experiences. Do you want 
a quieter neighborhood or one with lots 
of other college students? Something 
more sophisticated Downtown? 
Explore different neighborhoods 
to get a feel for the atmosphere. 
Visit them during the day and at 
night to get a feel for the area, 
and look in the newspaper to 
get a sense of whether you can 
afford the apartments in the 
area.

What kind of amenities 
do you need?

Having a pool is great, but 
will you use it enough to pay 
the premium? A reserved park-
ing space might be a better 
investment in this parking-
deprived area, or a gym in the 
building might save you time in 
the morning. With the vast ame-
nities and open spaces available in 
and around USC, maybe all you need is a 
place to crash at night, and in that case you 
might opt for a lower-budget option.

Should I rent or buy?
If you’re planning on staying in the area af-

ter graduation, the deflated housing market 
has created a great opportunity to buy. Most 
students won’t have the capital to make a 
down payment, and loans with no money 
down should be avoided. But students may 
consider partnering with parents or trusted 
friends to purchase a condo or other afford-
able property. Be sure to consult a licensed 
real estate agent.

ilco | StockXchng

House Hunters · Luxury living or  
economical existing? It all depends on 
what your needs and means are.

A Premier Provider of Houses & Apartments 
for USC Students for more than 12 Years

Enjoy CollEgE – Feel at home with new friends and the 
best rent deals around. We have 14 amazing Houses and 
Apartments in different locations, that fit most budgets.

Caribbean Magnolia Manor Palms Grand Victoria

Visit us at gfpropertygroup.net to see virtual 
tours, apartment photos and layouts. Contact Robin
at 949-235-8585 to get more information and to
schedule a viewing of the rental that meets your needs.
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By sophia lee

Unless you’re still living with 
your parents, chances are that 
you’re either sharing a small kitch-
en with several other housemates 
or you’re stuck in a dorm without a 
kitchen where you barely have room 
to store a Heinz squeeze bottle.

Therefore, you might not find it 
wise to purchase more last-minute 
items, but you might still want to 
consider the following three items 
that will not only make your life 
easier but tastier, too.

Folding shopping carts
Stop smirking. Yes, the very fact 

that they’re nicknamed “granny” 
carts brings to mind the image of 
a toothless senior citizen hobbling 
behind a creaky cart with a bag of 
cat litter in tow. I don’t care if you’re 
6 feet tall and 190 pounds of pure 
muscle; when you’re chasing roll-
ing balls of fruit across the streets, 
ripped bag in hand, you won’t think 
these carts are so ridiculous.

Whether you’re making a trip 
to Ralphs, the farmers market, 
the bookstore or the liquor store, 
you’ll have to haul home a heavy 
load. Unless you own a car, hav-
ing a shopping cart on hand will 
be a huge relief. No longer do you 
have to make multiple trips to the 
store. Now you can buy that more 
economical 12-pack of Dr. Pepper 
without turning the return trip into 
a whole-body workout session. You 
might even save a few bucks since 
you no longer have to bribe a friend 
to act as your chauffeur.

Invest in a good, quality cart. 
You don’t have to spend a lot: A du-
rable cart of decent size can cost 
about $20-$30 and is available at 
places such as Target, Walmart and 
the Dollar Store at the University 
Village.

Another good quality of this cart 
is that it takes up minimal space. 
When not in use, you can just fold 
it up and tuck it in a corner. Make 
sure to find one with turning front 
wheels, however, or navigating the 
cart will be stiff and difficult.

Indoor mini grill
We’ve all seen those George 

Foreman commercials. Whether 
you find him annoying or enter-
taining, George is a godsend when 
it comes to producing fast and 
healthy meals and snacks, espe-
cially on lazy days in which you just 
don’t want to fuss around the stove.

For less than $20, you can find a 
Lean Mean Fat Reducing Grilling 
Machine Champ Grill (really, that’s 
what it’s called) at Walmart or on-
line at Amazon.com. It doesn’t take 
too much space and will do the job.

Because it heats up on both the 
top and bottom sides, the food 
cooks up fast and evenly, and you 
don’t have to fuss around trying 
to flip the food, which helps retain 
moisture.

Anything is game here — burg-
ers, bacon, chicken breasts, steaks, 
fish, sandwiches, vegetables, fruits 
— just use your imagination. It’s 
amazing what a grill can do to re-
suscitate “bad” foods: Bruised 
peaches, when grilled, turn into 
juicy, fragrant sweet jewels that can 
be tossed with salads or stuffed into 
grilled cheese sandwiches. Or but-
ter a stale piece of bread, rub some 
fresh garlic cloves over and trans-
form it into a crunchy, chewy and 
flavorful accompaniment to your 
reheated canned soup

Just like regular grills, this mini 
version also leaves signature grill 
marks on the surface, which adds a 
certain level of attraction and rus-
tic quality to a simple meal. This 

Get equipped with the staples of college cooking
You just moved into your apartment and it has a great kitchen, but 
what are the most important items to stock up for student cooking?

courtesy George Foreman Healthy Cooking

Hot stuff · George Foreman grills have evolved from a simple electric grill to a versatile appliance that cooks 
waffles and bakes lasagna.  The Evolve Grill, above, retails for $129.99 and includes a muffin tin accessory.| see Cooking, page S6 |

All units just a few blocks walk to campus.
Rooms — 8-bedroom houses available.

If interested, call (310) 842-8234
or www.Dancohousing.com

DANCO HOUSING

 
Room 4 Rent in Hancock Park 

 
 

$650  
 

 

Furnished bedroom in 2-story Hancock 
Park home; easy 15 min bus to USC. 
Off-steet parking. 

$700/month rent includes: utilities, use of 
kitchen, laundry, high speed Internet, cable. 
Security deposit, and references required.

Grad students, post-docs only. We have a 
quiet academic setting. Room available 
immediately.

gwenroberts@ucla.edu 
or (323) 930-1120

Room for rent

Three blocks north of University. 
$500-$800/month. Quiet study 

house, graduate students preferred. 

(310) 456-3330

FURNISHED ROOMS
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live smart. live green.
First LEED Registered Student 

Housing for USC Students
Stunning All “Green” Mid-Rise

Furnished, Partial & Unfurnished Available

Studio, 1, 2 & 4 BR Floor Plans
Cable, WIFI & Utilities Included (Except Electricty)

Resort-Style Saltwater Pool & Spa
Free Tanning

530 West 27th Street, Los Angeles
866.405.0935

For info text “West27th” to 47464

West27thPlace.info

Have a SmartPhone? 
Scan this code 
for more info.

USC

Zemeckis
Center

Galen
Center

West 27th
Place

University
Village

S H
o

o
ve

r St

W Jefferson Blvd

S 
Fig
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St

W 27th St

W 28th St
The Row

Studios 

from $1550

1 BR from 

$2197  

*Limited Time only. See office for details.. 

®

Lease a 

1BR & Get a 

$1000 Gift Card 

or Lease a Studio 

& Get $500 Gift 

Card!*

Refer a Friend

for a Gift Card! 

1BR=$300

Studio=$200

West 27th_Trojan ad_10.125x16.indd   1 3/21/11   11:01 AM
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quality comes in handy when you’ve 
got a cute date to impress but ter-
rible cooking skills.

If you’ve been convinced, head on 
out; you’ve got some shopping to do. 
It’s time to make some sacrifices. If 
there simply isn’t enough space in 
your kitchen, ponder “What would 
A foodie do?” and clear up some 
room in your closet to make way for 
these essential items. Your 13 pairs 
of skinny jeans won’t feed you, but 
these will.

Slow-cooker
The slow-cooker is hugely under-

rated. It really should be the godfa-
ther of all cooking appliances, be-
cause there is practically nothing 
it can’t do. It’s not just good for pot 
roasts and stews in cold weather 
— it is also useful for condiments, 
breads, pasta, grains and even des-
serts in summer, when it is simply 
too hot to turn on the oven.

You can save time and energy 
with a slow-cooker. You don’t need 
to get a fancy-schmancy gadget — 
a basic cooker with simple settings 
will cost anywhere between $20-
$50, depending on the size and the 
brand. Get a 3.5-quart cooker if you 
want individual portions and dis-
like leftovers, or one of six to seven 
quarts if you want to make friends 
by feeding them.

After spending that small 
amount, you’ll be paid back over 
time with lower energy bills. 
Operating a slow-cooker costs 
about two cents per hour, com-
pared to a conventional electric 
oven, which costs nearly 20 cents 
per hour.

Another way slow-cookers save 
money is that you can nix fattier, 
pricier portions of meat like rib eye, 
because the slow cooking tenderiz-
es tougher, leaner cuts of meat (like 
the heart, if you dare). That also 
means you get a much healthier 
dish without sacrificing flavor.

You don’t need to be Alton 
Brown or Albert Einstein to use a 
slow-cooker. It’s as simple as dump-
ing a piece of meat and a bottle of 
your favorite sauce into the pot and 
turning the dial to low for the whole 
day. Wash some potatoes, pop them 
into the cooker and cook on high for 
a few hours for baked potatoes.

For those adventurous foodies 
who like to play with their food, 
slow-cookers are extremely versa-
tile and open to all sorts of experi-
ments. Check out the blog “A Year 
of Slow Cooking” for a selection of 
mind-blowing recipes, from chai 
tea lattes to peanut butter brownies 
to pumpkin pudding.

If you’re getting into a more se-
rious relationship with your slow 
cooker, you might even want to 
purchase a slow-cooker cookbook. 
Leaf through The Best Slow Cooker 
Cook Book Ever: More Than 400 
Easy-to-Make Recipes by Diane 
Phillips, which showcases all sorts 
of creative yet simple recipes using 
easy-to-find ingredients and mini-
mal techniques.

But the best thing about slow-
cookers? The wonderful, heart-
warming aroma wafting from the 
kitchen as you step into the house 
after a long day at school. It’s almost 
like being back home again, greeted 
by Mom’s lovingly prepared home-
cooked meal.

This story originally ran in the 
Aug. 29, 2010 edition of the Daily 
Trojan.

Cooking
| continued from page S6 |

(213) 765-3330
www.FirstChoiceHousing.com

PRE-LEASING
FOR FALL 2011
We’ve rolled back rents to 2007! 

Up to $2000 
cash rebate!* 

Studio: $775/mo. & up
1 Bed:  $865/mo. & up

2 Bed: $1,265/mo. & up
3 Bed:  $1,895/mo. & up
4 Bed: $2,695/mo. & up

Some amenities in selected units include:
Hardwood flooring, cable, Internet, central 

heating & A/C, dishwasher, laundry facility,stove, 
refrigerator, microwave, granite countertops, 

LCD TV, gated parking, patios and more!

* Subject to termination without notice. Some restriction may apply.

www.TrojanBuildings.com
(323) 733-5190

A WHOLE APARTMENT–
NOT JUST A ROOM IN A HOUSE.

Buildings are on Ellendale Place below 
Adams and all feature the following: 

FREE gated parking
FREE wireless internet
24 hour security cameras 
On-site managers 
On-site laundry 
Air conditioning 
All major kitchen appliances 
Bike racks inside property 
USC trams stops right out front

Studios: $1095
1 Bedrooms: $1425

2 Bedrooms: from $1975
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TO
PLAY

NOW LEASING for Fall 2011

GATEWAY

 • Adjacent to USC - WALK TO CLASS
 • Controlled Access and 24 Hour Security 
 • On Site Garage Parking Available
 • Posh Rooftop Terraces 
 • Amazing Views of USC, cityscape or courtyards
 • 24 Hour Concierge Service
 • Multimedia Entertainment Lounge
 • 37" High Definition Flat Screen TV in Every Apartment
 • All Inclusive Living - ONE CHECK PAYS IT ALL!
 • Academic Leases Available

3335 S. Figueroa Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007

Check out the Gateway Loop App!
Available now via Android Marketplace

or the iTunes Store!

SEARCH GATEWAY LOOP!

Text “Gateway” to 47464
888.463.6189
www.livegw.com
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GATEWAYTO
CLASS

On Campus Feeling,
Off Campus Freedom!

GATEWAYTO
STUDY

NOW LEASING
for Fall 2011
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 • Controlled Access and 24 Hour Security 
 • On Site Garage Parking Available
 • Posh Rooftop Terraces 
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Look before you lease! Most 

property owners do their best to 
provide a safe, clean living envi-
ronment for their tenants, but oc-
casionally there may be problems 
from previous tenants that have 
gone unnoticed. 

It’s important that you note any 
broken or non-functioning items 
in your room or apartment so that 
you won’t be held responsible af-
ter you move out. This way, you’re 
more likely to get your security de-
posit returned, and your landlord or 
property manager will probably be 
grateful to know about any prob-
lems beforehand.

Don’t just get an apartment be-
cause it looks nice or has a pool. In 
addition to checking out the size 
and amenities of the apartment, 
remember to inspect the “hidden” 
attributes. 

Before you sign the lease, make 
sure you’ve confirmed that the fol-
lowing work properly, especially be-
cause broken items can be brought 
to the landlord’s attention, and a 
written and initialed promise to re-
pair can be added to the lease. 

Here are some items to inspect 
before you sign your lease:

Sink Faucets in Kitchen / 
Bathroom and Shower Head

Make sure water comes out of 
the faucets and shower heads, and 
the pressure is more than a dribble. 
Also see if the hot water works. No 
one wants to take a cold shower 

their first days in their new home.

Toilet
Check that the toilet flushes 

properly and thoroughly. Depend-
ing on the force of the flush, you 
may need to invest in a plunger.

Appliances 
Make sure all appliances, such as 

the stove, oven, refrigerator, air con-
ditioner and heater are functioning 
properly.

Wear and Tear 
Take a look at the carpet and 

walls to see if there are stains or 
marks.  Point these out to your po-
tential landlord to make sure you 
aren’t held accountable for them.

 Electricity 
Check the lights and outlets to 

make sure the electricity is working 
properly. If there are no bulbs, ask 
the landlord to borrow one.

Mobile Phone Reception
If you own a mobile phone, be 

sure to see what the reception is like 
in the different rooms. Does it only 
work near a window? Or only in the 
bathroom?

Walls and Outside Traffic
Check how sound-proof the 

apartment is or how nearby you are 
to highways or railroads. How much 
external noise can you hear? Do you 
hear the honking of car horns or the 

television in the unit next to you?

Cleanliness
Check for dirt in the cabinets 

or closets. The apartment should 
be swept, mopped, and vacuumed. 
Also be sure to check for any cock-
roaches or ants crawling around.

Moving Out
When moving out of your apart-

ment, be sure to leave everything 
clean and close to the way it was 
when you first moved in. A property 
owner is allowed to use some of the 
security deposit to make repairs for 
anything that you have broken. 

Many landlords won’t charge for 
minor wear and tear, but they do 
have the right to use some of your 
deposit for new paint and carpeting 
if it is necessary. 

If a landlord tells you that he or 
she is keeping some or all of your 
deposit, ask for an itemized report 
of the repairs. They must do so by 
law, and the amount must be rea-
sonable in relation to the repair.

Most important, it’s a good idea 
to foster a good relationship with 
your landlord from the get-go. Be-
ing a friendly tenant who is also 
clean and responsible will increase 
the chances of getting your repairs 
made quickly. Landlords may be 
less likely to hold you accountable 
for repairs when you move out if 
they like you and feel assured that 
you have done your best to care for 
your apartment.

Inspect
your

gadgets

Know what to look for 
in your apartment 
before signing a lease

stock.xchng

Now Leasing 
for Fall 2011

Private Bedrooms from $700/mo
2 Bedroom/2 Bath from $1600/mo
*3 Bedroom/2 Bath from $2400/mo
**3 Bedroom/3 Bath from $2880/mo
6 Bedroom/3 Bath from $4500/mo

*Brand new appliances and flooring
**Spectacularly renovated with all 

new fixtures and appliances.
•  •  •

All Units within Walking 
distance to USC

Free Parking Available
Ask about our Spring
and Summer Specials

(213) 985-4828
 TrojanPlace@gmail.com

www.TROJANPLACE.com

  www.
TROJANPLACE
                      .com
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House fires: An alarming situation

A smoke alarm is critical for 
the early detection of a fire in your 
home and could mean the differ-
ence between life and death. Fires 
can occur in a variety of ways and in 
any room of your home. But no mat-
ter where or how, having a smoke 
alarm is the first key step toward 
safety in your apartment.

This information is not intended 
to be all inclusive, but it is intended 
to inform the reader about some of 
the safety aspects and importance 
of having and maintaining working 
smoke alarms.

Why are Smoke Alarms 
Important?

Every year in the United States, 
about 3,000 people lose their lives in 
residential fires. In a fire, smoke and 
deadly gases tend to spread farther 
and faster than heat. That's one rea-
son why most fire victims die from 
inhalation of smoke and toxic gas-
es, not as a result of burns. A major-
ity of fatal fires happen when fam-
ilies are asleep because occupants 
are unaware of the fire until there 
is not adequate time to escape. A 
smoke alarm stands guard around 
the clock and, when it first sens-
es smoke, it sounds a shrill alarm. 
This often allows a family the pre-
cious but limited time it takes to es-
cape.

About two-thirds of home fire 
deaths occur in homes with no 
smoke alarms or no working smoke 
alarms. Properly installed and 
maintained smoke alarms are con-
sidered to be one of the best and 
least expensive means of provid-
ing an early warning of a poten-
tially deadly fire and could reduce 
the risk of dying from a fire in your 
home by almost half.

Where Should Smoke 
Alarms be Installed?

Smoke alarms should be in-
stalled on every level of the home, 
outside sleeping areas, and inside 
bedrooms.

A smoke alarm should be in-
stalled and maintained according 
to the manufacturer's instructions. 
When installing a smoke alarm, 
many factors influence where you 
will place it, including how many 
are to be installed. Consider placing 

alarms along your escape path to 
assist in egress in limited visibility 
conditions. 

In general you should place 
alarms in the center of a ceiling or, 
if you place them on a wall, they 
should be 6 to 12 inches below the 
ceiling.

Install a working smoke alarm 
on every level of the home, out-
side sleeping areas, and inside bed-
rooms.

Replace smoke alarm batteries at 
least annually, such as when reset-
ting clocks in the fall or spring.

Test all smoke alarms in your 
house once a month.

Do not place a smoke alarm too 
close to a kitchen appliance or fire-
place, as this may result in nuisance 
alarms.

Avoid locating alarms near bath-
rooms, heating appliances, win-
dows, or ceiling fans.

Replace smoke alarms that are 
more than 10 years old. Smoke 
alarms don't last forever.

Develop and practice a fire es-
cape plan, because working smoke 
alarms and a fire escape plan will 
increase your protection in case of 
a fire.

Which Smoke Alarm 
Type is Better?

Although there are several choic-
es, the most important thing to re-
member is that smoke alarms save 
lives. For that reason, you should 
install a smoke alarm if your home 
does not have one.

There are two main types of 
smoke alarms, which are catego-
rized by the type of smoke detec-
tion sensor, ionization and photo-
electric, used in the alarm. A smoke 
alarm uses one or both methods, 
sometimes with a heat detector, to 
warn of a fire.

Ionization detectors contain a 
chamber with two plates that gen-
erate a small, continuous elec-
tric current. When smoke enters 
the ionization chamber, the smoke 
particles disrupt the current flow, 
which triggers the alarm.

Photoelectric detectors use 
a light beam and light receptor 
(photocell). When smoke is pres-
ent between the light and recep-
tor, depending on the type of smoke 
chamber configuration, the reduc-
tion or increase of light on the pho-
tocell sensor triggers the alarm.

| see fires, page S11 |

 
VERY SPACIOUS BEDROOM, BATHROOM, KITCHEN, 
VISITING ROOM, DINING AREA, WALK-IN CLOSET, 

NICE NEIGHBORHOOD. 5 MINUTE WALK TO USC CAMPUS. 
ELECTRIC GATED.  FREE PARKING. LAUNDRY FACILITIES, 

OWNER PAYS MOST UTILITIES. GREAT UNIT; VERY PRIVATE 
AND COMFORTABLE. IDEAL FOR 2, 3 ROOMMATES.  

CALL (310) 490-1678 for more details

PRE-LEASING
ONE & TWO BEDROOM, ONE BATH APARTMENTS

Charming 3-bedroom house, completely restored 
inside, hardwood floors, laundry, Kitchen appliances.

Two blocks from campus: 1187 W. Exposition Blvd. 

 ROOMS starting at $450, STUDIO $600 & 2 BED
UNITS $1300. All above include all utilities and kitchen
 appliances. Walking distance to campus: 1441 W. 29th St. 

 
(213) 268-5058 • www.renthogar.com

Rooms, 2 bed & 3 bed units
Three Weeks Free Rent!

NEWLY RENOVATED HOUSES
1/2 BLOCK FROM CAMPUS

LARGE 3, 4 or 5 Bedrooms Houses (sleeps 3-10 comfortably!), 
Available Summer and/or Fall. Stunning homes! Completely 

overhauled and renovated w/new modern, state-of-the-art kitchen 
and bathrooms. Kitchens complete w/granite countertops, modern 

cabinetry, new appliances and slate floor. All bathrooms complete w/
new tubs, vanities. Free private laundry in unit. Backyard is great for 
a get together or nice BBQ! A one-of-a-kind, incredible indoor patio; 
perfect for any small party and friendly visits! Free parking! Pet OK. 

 (818) 312-6868, USCHousing@gmail.com

Creative, Quiet Living 4 Miles from USC

Private, Furnished One-Bedroom Guest House
    with Washer & Dryer

Short / Long Term Lease Available. Ask about Our Other Properties.
See pictures at: http://bit.ly/megawatt-quaint
megawattproperty@aol.com • (323) 422-4214

FOR RENT

Efficiency from $625
Studio from $795

1 Bedroom from $995

Call 213.380-0584 
or 

Visit our website 
www.swelgroup.com

CHARMING 

ART DECO 
APARTMENTS

11 LOCATIONS

ALL UTILITIES INCLUDED

Newly decorated room in restored 3-bed  
house. Historic residential neighborhood. 
Furn/unfurnished. Walk-in closet, cable 
Internet, washer/dryer. Shared kitchen, 
bath with 2 other tenants. Well suited for 
male graduate/professional degree student 
or new grad. 10 minutes from USC by car. 
$600; shared utilities. Available starting 
May or as needed for Fall schedule. 

213-435-2551 or lsoroko@earthlink.net

SUPER ROOM!

  www.TROJANPLACE.com
Now Leasing for Fall 2011

Private Bedrooms from $700/mo
2 Bedroom/2 Bath from $1600/mo
*3 Bedroom/2 Bath from $2400/mo
**3 Bedroom/3 Bath from $2880/mo
6 Bedroom/3 Bath from $4500/mo

*Brand new appliances and flooring
**Spectacularly renovated with all 

new fixtures and appliances.

All Units within Walking 
distance to USC

Free Parking Available
Ask about our Spring
and Summer Specials

(213) 985-4828
 TrojanPlace@gmail.com

www.TROJANPLACE.com

Walk to Campus next to “29th Street Café.”
 Laundry on site, refrigerator and stove

some have A/C, starting from $950. Hurry!

29th Street Student Housing, Corp.
(323)730-0433  • www.29thstreetstudenthousing.com

1-Bedroom Apt: PRIME AREA
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What’s the 4-1-1 on public
numbers 2-1-1 and 3-1-1?

Virtually everyone knows about 9-1-1, 
but what about other three-digit codes? 
An “N11” code or “N11 number” (spo-
ken as “N-one-one”) is a special ab-
breviated dialing telephone number 
within the North American Numbering 
Plan that allows access to special servic-
es. Two of the most helpful for regular use 
are 3-1-1 and 2-1-1.

Did you know that you can call 3-1-1 in 
Los Angeles and be directed to non-emergen-
cy city services? 3-1-1 is an easy to remember, 
citywide toll-free number that provides imme-
diate access to information and more than 1,500 
non-emergency city services. Calls are answered 24 
hours a day, 365 days a year by 3-1-1 agents who are 
trained to provide information or refer calls for service 
to the correct City agency the first time.

Need that pothole fixed or that old couch picked up? 
3-1-1 puts you in contact with the Citywide Services Di-
rectory, which can help you get in touch with anyone in 
the city, from your elected officials to your local fire de-
partment to get your cat down out of the tree, DWP, city 
council members, the ethics committee and more. 

Resources in 3-1-1 include:
• City services: garbage collection, non-emergency police 

and fire, business permits, street maintenance, etc.
• City of Los Angeles office locations
• City phone numbers
• Public meeting schedules (e.g. Council, Committees, 

Neighborhood Council Meetings, etc.)
• Citywide events
• General information for the City of Los Angeles

Examples of calls to 3-1-1 include:
• Bulky items pickup
• City tree trimming
• Illegal burning
• Suspicious persons
• Debris in roadway
• Minor injuries
• Non-working street lamps
• Noise complaints
• Local government inquiries
• Animal control

In 2000, the city council approved the concept of the 
3-1-1/E-Government Services Project, following the 
trend of other cities. The largest 3-1-1 operation in ser-
vice operates in New York City. From within the city lim-
its, dial 3-1-1 from any local area code telephone line to 
connect with the 3-1-1 call center.

What is 2-1-1?
211 LA County is a private, nonprofit 501(c)(3) orga-

nization, formerly known as INFO LINE of Los Angeles. 
It is the largest information and referral (I&R) service in 
the nation, helping approximately 500,000 individuals 
and families in Los Angeles County each year, and is rec-
ognized nationally, throughout the state, and in Canada 
for its leadership in the field. Since 1981, 211 LA County 
has provided free, confidential services 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week in English, Spanish and more than 140 other 
languages via a tele-interpreting service. Services are 
also provided for individuals with hearing impairments.

The service functions as a gateway to the county’s vast 
and complex social service delivery system. 211 LA County 

links 
ALL Los Angeles Coun-
ty residents to services that strengthen families and im-
prove their economic success; equips them to prepare 
their children for school; helps them find and keep jobs 
with opportunities for advancement; helps them iden-
tify and gain access to public benefits and subsidies; and 
increases their access to quality health care. Professional 
community resource advisors help callers with critical 
issues such as health care and substance abuse, domes-
tic violence, shelter, food, legal and financial assistance, 
programs for children and seniors and different types of 
mental health services. Our community resource data-
base contains information on over 49,000 programs and 
services and is continuously being updated to ensure 
that we provide the most current and accurate informa-
tion possible.

Information here was provided by both the City of Los 
Angeles and 211 LA County.

MrPumperni | StockXchng

Be phone-y · Dozens of city 
services are available for free 
just by calling 2-1-1 or 3-1-1.

HUGE STUDIO
School Year & Summer Specials 

Available May 20th. 28th & Hoover. 
Great rates. Private kitchen & bath. 

Free laundry & parking. Some furniture. 
Text/phone: (213) 747-2900.

E-mail: hkabakow@earthlink.net

1.7 mi. north of USC @ 1741 S. Normandie Ave.
Some furnishings available. $110 credit toward ulitilies.

$2400 a month
Call Martha: (323) 313-3299 or marthaventura@ca.rr.com

Gated 4-bedroom, 2-bathroom 
home perfect for up to four people!

• 2-car parking
• AC and heat

• All appliances
• Cable TV & wireless

Apartments or Rooms
On the USC tram line.

Spacious, furnished, immaculate.
Serious students only, please.

www.theinnon23rdstreet.com
657 and 663 W. 23rd St.

(213) 746-3351

Great Housing, Great Prices

Large unit on Portland Street/23rd available in May/June 2011. Rent 
for one person is $1050 (additional charge to lease to 2 persons).

Utilities included - no smokers/no pets

3-bedroom unit on Portland St/23rd available in June 2011
Rent is $2070 (max. 3 people) - utilities included - no smokers/no pets

 
2-bedroom unit on Portland St/23rd available Aug. 2011. Rent is $1020 

(max. 2 people) - utilities included - no smokers/no pets. Partially furnished.

Portland Street Rentals

805-453-8090 or ylhlynda44@yahoo.com Close to 

USC tram!

A tranquil haven...
just 10 minutes from USC!

Charming, Spacious, 1 Bedroom Duplex
hardwood floors, with lots of closets & W/D 
See pictures at: http://bit.ly/megawatt-wellington 

Ask about Our Other Properties
megawattproperty@aol.com • (323) 422-4214

FOR RENT

An apartment for 
the price of a room! 
 Large single in Victorian house. Two rooms, 

kitchen & bath.Very private; overlooks garden 
with separate entrance. Free cable TV, Internet 

access and laundry room. Near SC. $695. 
Furn/unf. Other units periodically available.

Dave: (310) 913-3423, 10 am to 6 pm. 

• 3 bedrooms + 1 bathroom
• All utilities included plus 

cable and Internet
• Large single room with 

full-size bed, double closet, 
desk, chair and drawers

• Maid service
• Fully equipped kitchen and 

living room
• Security entrance
• Short distance from Gate 6
• Non-smoking

$550 Furnished Room / Fall

(310) 218-6845

Clean, Quiet, Spacious
• FREE gated car & bike parking
• 24 hr security cameras & well lit
• On-site manager & maintenance
• On-site laundry
• A/C, Refrig, Stove, Oven, Patio
• Satellite TV hookup
• Bus-stop out front

Studios ● 1 BDRMs

5 Bedroom House!

(213) 531-9616

(323) 481-6134
PremierStudentHousing@gmail.com
PremierStudentHousing.jimdo.com

5 Bedroom House!

MOVE-IN NOW -or-
PRE-LEASE FALL '11
Seriously low rents for your own private 

apt, no need to share w/ strangers! 
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Escaping a fire
Do not waste any time saving 

property. The fire has already de-
veloped and the closest smoke 
alarm has detected the smoke.

It may be smoky; getting low 
may make it easier to breathe and 
see. Smoke contains toxic gas-
es which can disorient you or, at 
worst, overcome you.

The time it takes to get out de-
pends on many factors including 
mobility, helping others, escape 
route, time of day, smoke, fire, and 
the location of the fire. Once you 
are out of the home, never re-enter 
the home. 

The type of fire, slow smolder-
ing or fast flaming, can determine 
the amount of time you have to 
escape before being overcome by 
smoke, heat, and toxic gases. 

Fast Moving Flaming Fire
Fast flaming fires don't leave 

much time for escape. An ioniza-
tion smoke alarm may be seconds 
faster than a photoelectric smoke 
alarm, and those seconds will 
count in a fast moving flaming fire.

In a flaming fire: A fire escape 
plan will help reduce the amount 
of escape time required for you 
and your family to get out safely.

These types of fires can develop 
rapidly; leave the home as fast as 
possible because the flames, heat, 
and toxic gases will become too in-
tense in a short time.

If your primary escape path 
is blocked by smoke, flames, and 
heat, use your secondary escape 
method, such as an alternative 
door or window.

Smoldering Fire
Smoldering fires develop slowly. 

A photoelectric smoke alarm can 
be minutes faster than an ioniza-
tion smoke alarm in responding 
to a smoldering fire. Regardless of 
the type of smoke alarm, as soon 
as the smoke alarm sounds, leave 
the home as fast as possible.

In a smoldering fire: An escape 
plan will help reduce the amount 
of escape time required for you 
and your family to get out safely.

When the smoke alarm sounds, 
leave the home as fast as possible; 
it is unpredictable when the smol-
dering fire may burst into a flam-
ing fire.

These types of fires produce 
a lot of smoke; getting low may 
make it easier to breathe and see. 
The smoke contains toxic gas-
es which can disorient you or, at 
worst, overcome you.

If your primary escape path 
is blocked by smoke, flames, and 
heat, use your secondary escape 
method, such as alternative door 
or window.

Preventing heating and cooling 
appliance fires

Have a professional technician 
inspect your heating, cooling, and 
water appliances annually.

Have the fireplace chimney 
checked and cleaned routinely by 
a chimney “sweep” at least once a 
year.

Do not leave a portable heater 
operating unattended or operat-
ing while sleeping. Portable elec-
tric air heaters are designed for use 
only as temporary supplemental 
heating and only while attended.

Look for portable heaters that 
are listed by a nationally-recog-
nized testing laboratory. These 
heaters have been tested to meet 
specific safety standards, and 
manufacturers are required to 
provide important use and care in-
formation to the consumer.

Preventing electrical fires
Electrical fires from wiring and 

lighting are the third leading cause 
of residential fires. Fire deaths are 
highest in winter months which 
call for more indoor activities and 
an increase in lighting, heating, 
and appliance use. Most electri-
cal fires result from problems with 
wiring such as faulty electrical 
outlets and old wiring. Problems 
with cords and plugs also cause 
many home electrical fires.

Do not use any electrical cord 
that is stiff or cracked. The insu-
lation on electrical cords can be-
come damaged by wear, flexing, 

or age.
Inspect electrical cords for 

frayed wires, which can cause 
fires. Replace all worn, old or dam-
aged cords immediately.

Install additional receptacles 
where needed. Extension cords 
should never be used as a long-
term solution to the need for in-
stalling additional receptacles.

Never use damaged electrical 
cords. Cords can become damaged 
when run under rugs or furniture.

Keep combustibles away from 
light bulbs. Light bulbs, especial-
ly halogen types, get very hot and 
can ignite combustible materials 
that get too close.

Never place clothing or towels 
on top of a lampshade. Do not use 
lamps without a shade where they 
might fall over onto a bed or sofa.

Use the correct wattage bulb 
for the fixture. Most light fixtures 
are labeled to show the type of 
and highest wattage bulb that can 
be safely used in that fixture; too 
high a wattage bulb can cause the 
fixture to overheat and start a fire.

Safety around upholstered fur-
niture and mattresses

Upholstered furniture and mat-
tresses and bedding are the items 
first ignited and involved in the 
greatest numbers of fire deaths. 
These items are commonly ignit-
ed by open flame products (such 
as candles, cigarette lighters, and 
matches) or smoking materials 
(primarily cigarettes). 

Preventing fires at home
Keep matches and lighters out 

of the reach of young children.
Exercise caution when using 

candles. Do not leave candles un-
attended or lit while sleeping.

Candles should be kept away 
from combustibles. Extinguish 
candles when you leave the room. 
If power is out, consider using 
flashlights instead.

Never smoke in bed; extinguish 
tobacco products when tired.

Use an ash tray when smoking.

Information here was provided 
by FireSafety.gov.

Fires | Different types of fires can pose 
different challenges and varying dangers
| continued from page S9 |

Remodeled unit with great amenities: parking 
garages, hardwood flooring in common areas, 
internet ready, central heating & A/C, laundry 
facility on site, stove, refrigerator.
$2,600 on 28th St. and Vermont Ave.

29th Street Student Housing, Corp.
(323)730-0433  • www.29thstreetstudenthousing.com

Beautiful 4-Bed, 2-Bath Unit

Great rental, new construction just blocks from USC, bedrooms 
with hardwood floors, granite & marble kitchen and bath, 
stainless steel appliances, spacious bedrooms, skylights, central 
air & heat, security, high-speed internet, washer/dryer in units, 
gated parking, and large storage space. $2,500/mo. No pets. 
Two-year lease OK.

1354 W. 24th St. 
Gary: (310) 995-0075, gary@belairmail.com

AVAILABLE JULY 1 
3 Bedroom, Two Bathroom

5 bedroom / 2 bathroom house
Large single room with huge dressing room. All utilities 
included, plus cable and Internet. Hardwood floors. Large 
fully equipped kitchen. Two refrigerators, microwave, 
stove, maid service, cabinets, washer/dryer included. 
Secure parking, north side of campus. Non-smoking.

$725 Furnished Room / Fall

(310) 218-6845

Bachelor ($800/month)
Studio ($900/month)

1+2 ($1,200/month)
2+2 ($1,800/month)

Large newly painted units – includes stove/refrigerator, 
microwave, A/C, pool, laundry, gated entry & parking.

720 West 27th Street & 2707 Portland Street
(213) 747-5200

&Mardi Gras     Mardette Apartments

Newly well-furnished room in owner-
occupied historic 3-bed home; quiet 
residential West Adams area. Shared 
bath, kitchen. Wireless Internet, 
washer/dryer, satellite TV, ample 
street parking. Well suited for male 
grad/professional degree student. 10 
minutes by car from USC. Dog/cat on 
premises. $600; includes utilities.

213-435-2551 or
lsoroko@earthlink.net

CLEAN, QUIET ROOM

3771 S. Catalina St.; one block west of Vermont 
Ave. & north side of Exposition Blvd. $2,400. 
Hardwood floors, all gated with laundry room. 
Kitchen appliances included. (213) 841-3623.

Beautiful 4-Bedroom, 3-Bath House
Summer rent reduced 

if you mention this ad!

  www.TROJANPLACE.com
Now Leasing for Fall 2011

Private Bedrooms from $700/mo
2 Bedroom/2 Bath from $1600/mo
*3 Bedroom/2 Bath from $2400/mo
**3 Bedroom/3 Bath from $2880/mo
6 Bedroom/3 Bath from $4500/mo

*Brand new appliances and flooring
**Spectacularly renovated with all 

new fixtures and appliances.

All Units within Walking 
distance to USC

Free Parking Available
Ask about our Spring
and Summer Specials

(213) 985-4828
 TrojanPlace@gmail.com

www.TROJANPLACE.com

SUDOKU | Look for puzzles daily in the Daily Trojan

Difficulty: Moderate
For answers e-mail ads@dailytrojan.com

9 7 3 8

3 1 6

9 1

6 3 5 1

5 4 8 3

2 7 1 4

7 5

3 4 5

4 6 3 9

Puzzle 1 (Medium, difficulty rating 0.46)

Generated by http://www.opensky.ca/~jdhildeb/software/sudokugen/ on Mon Mar  7 19:12:58 2011 GMT. Enjoy!
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Urban centers are prone to pests, including 
cockroaches, maggots, rats and ants. While 
these pests are all common, tenants can make 
a huge difference just by changing some basic 
habits. Since one small location can serve as a 
nest that feeds an entire property, the key is for 
everyone to make a collective commitment to 
preventing the spread of these dirty pests.

For ants and maggots, which often collect 
around trash cans, bag all perishable items 
before throwing them away. This includes food, 
drink and any animal products (such as kitty 
litter or animal waste). Southern California 
naturally has a large ant and fly population, 
and the best way to keep them at bay is to seal 
all food and perishables in your apartments 
and in our shared trash cans.

For cockroaches, the general rule of thumb 
is to keep areas clean, uncluttered and free 
of food. Cockroaches thrive where food and 
water are available to them. Even tiny amounts 
of crumbs or liquids caught between cracks 
provide a food source. Important sanitation 
measures include the following:

• Keep premises and gutters clean. Cock-
roaches are abundant in dirty, humid areas.

• Shuffle stored items regularly and keep 
boxes tightly sealed in plastic bags.

• Carefully check for cockroaches (and other 
pests at the same time) in furniture, boxes, pa-
per, and other items brought into your home.

• Vacuuming helps! Even though this 
method does not kill cockroaches, it is an 
effective way of removing adults, nymphs and 
egg capsules. 

• For small and hard to reach areas, simply 
use a narrow nozzle on your vacuum and 
remember to properly dispose the vacuum 
bag after use immediately (to avoid the pests 
quickly escaping). For those who wish to kill 
the caught roaches, simply seal the bag and 
leave it in a freezer for an hour.

• Store food in insect-proof containers such 
as glass jars or sealable containers.

• Keep garbage and trash in containers with 
tight-fitting lids.

• Remove trash, newspapers, , piles of paper 
bags, rags, boxes, and other items that provide 
hiding places and harborage.

• Remove trash and stored items such as 
stacks of firewood that provide hiding places 
for cockroaches outside buildings. Avoid col-
lecting excess clutter in storage areas.

• Trim shrubbery around buildings to in-
crease light and air circulation, especially near 
vents, and eliminate ivy or other dense ground 
covers near the house.

The key to pest maintenance is a collective 
commitment to clean and organized spaces. 
Seal perishables in your apartment and shared 
trash cans. Remove excess foliage around the 
property or ask your landlord to help.

A pesky situation: How to keep creepy-crawlies out of your apartment

Rissmu | StockXchng

Vroom! · Vacuuming and cleaning your apartment is the best defense against pests.

©2011 – The SECK Group. All square footages are approximate. Pricing 
and availability effective March 31, 2011 of publication and subject to 
change without notice. Model does not reflect racial preference. 

GET  
MOVING!

1 or 2 Bedrooms – 
Up to 1,268 Sq. Ft.

Roof Deck with Bar

Fitness Center and 
Community Room

24-Hour Lobby and 
Parking Attendant  

An Ideal Location Along  
the 7th Street Retail and  

Restaurant Row Corridor

Close Proximity to the  
Metro Rail/Metrolink  

Hub Station

Get moving to  
655 Hope and enjoy:

213.892.0240  •  655Hope.com
3% BROKER CO-OP!

Sales Gallery Open Daily 10-6
655 Hope Street, #1605 (Hope & 7th)
Downtown Los Angeles

Priced from $195,000

Celebrate the benefits of an Attainable 

Urban Lifestyle at Attractive Sales Prices.

Hurry in to choose among Limited Inventory 

on Select Plans in a Prime Downtown 
Location.

Take advantage of Record Low Interest 

Rates and settle into your chic 655 Hope 

condominium, while making an Investment 
in your future.

Just 3 Miles from USC!

Now Leasing 
for Fall 2011

Private Bedrooms from $700/mo
2 Bedroom/2 Bath from $1600/mo
*3 Bedroom/2 Bath from $2400/mo
**3 Bedroom/3 Bath from $2880/mo
6 Bedroom/3 Bath from $4500/mo

*Brand new appliances and flooring
**Spectacularly renovated with all 

new fixtures and appliances.
•  •  •

All Units within Walking 
distance to USC

Free Parking Available
Ask about our Spring
and Summer Specials

(213) 985-4828
 TrojanPlace@gmail.com

www.TROJANPLACE.com

  www.
TROJANPLACE
                      .com

uscelrodeo.com

Memories fail you. 
Yearbooks don’t. 

There is still time to 
order your 2011 El Rodeo 

yearbook for only $70. 
Buy yours today before 

they’re all gone!

Remember 
the name of that 
guy who took 
you on a first 
date to Del Taco?

We do.


