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In late February, Teresa Hudock 
was notified that the Dornsife College 
of Letters, Arts, and Sciences would 
withdraw its contribution of funding 
for the Center for Active Learning in 
International Studies, an outreach or-
ganization that supports education in 
international relations. 

Previously a high school teacher, 
Hudock began working in outreach 
at USC in the 1980s and helped 
found CALIS in 2000. She now 
serves as its director. CALIS aims 
to adapt university-level knowledge 
for students at public middle and 
high schools through curriculum 
development, teacher training 
programs, student 
conferences and its 
flagship program, the 
Teaching International 
Relations Program. 

Through TIRP, a small 
team of USC students 
teach interactive lessons 
in international relations 
at local middle and high 
schools. Students build 
their curriculums using 
an online database devel-
oped by CALIS staff with case studies 
and analytical frameworks to help stu-
dents digest complicated topics. The 
database is also free for teachers to ac-
cess to use in their own lesson plans. 

Dornsife’s Department of Political 
Science and International Relations 
is currently in the process of negotiat-
ing a deal to fund the center. Without 
a deal, the entire center could be cut, 
including the positions of Hudock and 
four other CALIS staff members. 

Estela Leon, a teacher at Foshay 
Learning Center and a partner with 
TIRP, said her students benefit from  
the “rich knowledge” of TIRP lessons 
and the unique mentorship opportu-
nity that USC students provide.

“For my students to see someone 
very close in age, maybe a year or 
two older, it also brings in that col-
lege experience of ‘Oh, wow. If they 

can do it, I can do it,’” Leon said. “So 
for it to disappear — it’s such a dis-
service to our community.”

This is not the first time CALIS 
has struggled to secure funding. The 
Enron scandal and the California bud-
get crisis in the early 2000s, the Great 
Recession in 2008 and the most re-
cent recession caused by the corona-
virus have all impacted funding op-
portunities for CALIS, Hudock said. 
In 2019, the School of International 
Relations merged with the School of 
Political Science to form POIR, setting 
the stage for the organization’s most 
recent funding challenge. 

Dornsife assumed responsibility 
from SIR in funding CALIS as 
part of the merger, including the 
organization under its Office of 

Experiential and Applied Learning, 
Dornsife’s hub for experiential 
learning opportunities. However, 
while Dornsife ultimately intended on 
transferring the responsibility back 
to POIR, Dornsife withdrew funding 
before POIR had agreed to assume 
it, Hudock said. Dornsife and POIR 
are currently negotiating the transfer 
of responsibility, quelling concerns 
about the center’s discontinuation.

“This has been a center of 
longstanding importance to our 
faculty and students,” wrote Sally 
Pratt, a chair of POIR, in a statement 
to the Daily Trojan. “The Department 
of Political Science and International 
Relations and the College continue to 
work actively with the CALIS director 
to ensure programming continuity.” 

Professor Steven Lamy, a for-
mer director of the SIR who helped 

launch TIRP, joined a coalition of 
four other former directors of SIR 
in 2019 to issue a letter to the Daily 
Trojan voicing their disapproval of 
the merger, writing that it led to 
“cuts to undergraduate resources.” 

In an interview with the Daily 
Trojan, Lamy said that outreach 
organizations such as CALIS no 
longer seem to be a priority for 
POIR following the merger. 

“We had two different cultures 
merged, and it’s created a new cul-
ture,” Lamy said. “The emphasis 
now of the new department is much 
more on the traditional focus of a 
department and that is on research 
and on graduate students.” 

In early April, two CALIS research 
assistants, Thomas Martynowicz, a 
senior majoring in international rela-
tions, and Christina Chkarboul, a ju-
nior majoring in earth sciences and 
global studies — who serves as the 

Daily Trojan’s managing 
editor — launched a peti-
tion to attempt to reverse 
the decision. Though it 
garnered 29 signatures 
from USC students and 
alumni, Martinowicz 
said the petition was 
largely ineffective.

“Despite [what] we did 
during the petition, I think 
that the Dornsife admin-
istration missed our ulti-

mate objective, and just pushed it off 
to POIR and didn’t really see that we 
believe that this is really a Dornsife 
program, and it should be recognized 
as such,” Martinowicz said. 

Despite current funding concerns, 
CALIS continues to expand. In Fall 
2022, Luca Johnson, a junior major-
ing in international relations, helped 
launch a chess outreach program for 
local fifth and sixth graders. 

Hudock also anticipates the 
continuation of the organization’s 
ongoing expansion initiative to 
bring service learning opportunities 
to local elementary schools. 

“It’s been a roller coaster,” she said 
about her time with CALIS. “It’s been 
really gratifying that each time we’ve 
taken a really existential hit, we’ve 
been able to come back stronger.”

POIR to negotiate funding 
beloved outreach center

The Center for Active Learning in International Studies 
supports grade-level education in international relations.

Teresa Hudock

The Teaching International Relations Program sends USC students to teach interactive lessons at 
local middle and high schools. The center also hosts day-long educational simulations at USC. 

By QuInTen seGHeRs
Staff Writer

USC Village will welcome a new 
boba shop in Fall 2023, owned and 
managed by Cafe Dulce founder and 
USC alum James Choi. 

Yoboseyo Superette will take over 
the 1,400 square feet venue that Kaitlyn 
Clothing occupied before closing in 
Spring 2023 at its lease’s end. 

Upon learning that he will be talk-
ing over such a large space — he said he 
considers around 800 square feet to be 
the perfect size for a boba shop — Choi 
decided to fuse his boba store concept 
with another store model he’s already 
implemented in Little Tokyo, where 
a shop of the same name sells Korean 
snacks, coffee, tea and home goods 
from local Asian-owned businesses. 

Choi expects the shop to open 
its doors in late September or 
October, depending on the length 
of the city approval, inspection 
and construction processes.

“We’re really trying to be prepared,” 
Choi said. “We don’t wanna just rush 
to open and then fall flat on our faces. 
This is obviously a new business model 
for us in terms of boba. … We also want 
to do boba right by people who love 
boba. We’re working with a company 
that makes boba here in the [United 
States]; it’s based in Hayward.”

Yoboseyo Superette will join 16 
other restaurants and cafes nestled 
in the USC Village. While the new 
shop would be the first to special-
ize in boba — a Taiwanese tea-based 
drink that contains tapioca pearls — 
it’ll compete with nearby boba shops 
Pot of Cha on Figueroa Street and It’s 
Boba Time on Vermont Avenue. In 
USC Village, Starbucks Coffee and 
Dulce dominate the cafe scene. 

Namratha Kasalanati, a sopho-
more majoring in music composition 
and economics, said she wants to learn 
more about the store’s business model. 

“How are they gonna make their 
boba as authentic as possible and 
how are they going to fight against 
competition from their Dulce Cafe 
and Starbucks and also the other 
boba shop that’s a couple of blocks 
away?” Kasalanati said. 

Choi acknowledges that as a busi-
ness owner who sells food, baked 

goods and drinks, he “competes with 
everybody.” He feels that Yoboseyo 
Superette’s hospitality will set it apart. 

“The thing that differentiates us 
is, you can’t please everybody, but you 
can be hospitable to everybody,” Choi 
said. “You can be nice to everybody 
and so, for us, when we opened [at] 
USC I was like, ‘Guys, this is such an 
amazing opportunity. Every year we 
have thousands of new students that 
come in at a really pivotal moment in 
their lives … This is our opportunity 
to show people what hospitality can 
and, hopefully, should be.’”

Alex Flores, a sophomore majoring 
in public relations, said he has some 
reservations about Cafe Dulce’s owner 
entering the boba market but is, on the 
whole, optimistic about it. 

“This is a venture that they’re go-
ing down,” Flores said. “I don’t neces-
sarily know if it’s the right venture. It’s 
definitely really interesting to think 
that the people who are in charge of 
[Cafe] Dulce are doing boba. It might 
be a perfect job for them.”

Choi himself — who has been 
brainstorming names, concepts and 
brand identities for a boba store with 
his wife — said opening a new boba 
shop comes with the burden of satisfy-
ing varying tastes and preferences. 

“The thing that’s scary about open-
ing up a boba store is people are very 
opinionated about what boba is the 
best or what boba they like and what’s 
good boba,” Choi said. “I know we’re 
gonna piss off a ton of people, we’re gon-
na disappoint so many people ... How 
do we have communication with peo-
ple that says, ‘Hey, we’re new, and we’re 
developing, and we’ll get better?’”

Flores said he feels that the addition 
of Yoboseyo Superette will fit right in 
with USC students’ varied tastes. 

“It definitely fits the culture,” Flores 
said. “We have so many traditional cof-
fee shops around us and it’s not nec-
essarily a bad thing. But it’s just really 
great to see an outside cultural and, at 
the moment, super relevant thing like 
boba come into USC.”

Kasalanati said the new boba shop 
is a good start toward increasing the 
diversity of cuisine in USC Village, 
but she’d like to see more.  

“There need to be more Asian fla-
vors or more diversity in general 
with the cuisines [in USC Village],” 
Kasalanati said. “There’s quite a few 
sandwiches, tacos and not as many 
other types of cuisine.”

Boba shop comes to 
USC Village this fall

Yoboseyo Superette’s owner, 
USC alum James Choi, is also 
the founder of Cafe Dulce.

James Choi

Yoboseyo Superette will take over the 1,400 square feet venue that 
Kaitlyn Clothing occupied before closing in Spring 2023 at its lease’s end. 

“It’s been really gratifying that each time 
we’ve taken a really existential hit, we’ve 

been able to come back stronger.”
· · ·

TERESA HUDOCK
Center for Active Learning in International Studies director
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It took me so long to come to 
like my own name. Of course it 
gets annoying when someone 
makes a pun with my name — it’s 
literally a homonym, talking about 
low-hanging fruit (smirks) — but 
God gives His toughest battles to 
his strongest soldiers. 

After coming upon the cultural 
heritage of my name, I’ve grown a 
deeper appreciation for it. Of course 
it’d be nice if everyone could learn 
to pronounce my name as it is in 
Vietnamese, but what can I expect 
from a population of people barely 
struggling to grasp their one and 
only language (laughs in American). 
I find the Vietnamese pronunciation 
more associated with home and 
enjoy the comfort in it when an older 
Vietnamese person recognizes and 
says my name. Except for the one 
time in my “The American War In 
Vietnam” class when my professor 
called me Mẫn in an English-
speaking setting. I think my brain 
might have had a software update.

Man Truong is a rising senior 
writing on reflections made in life. 

He makes sense of a world full of 
different beliefs and philosophies in 

his column, “Lessons Learned.”

TRuOnG | Giving my name the meaning that I want
mismanaged from a young age, it 
results in medical mistrust and 
poorer health outcomes long-term. 
This medical mistrust can manifest 
in nonadherence to treatment, lack 
of pursuing follow-up care and a 
need for such fierce self advocacy 
that going to the doctor becomes an 
emotional burden. 

If AYAs aren’t empowered early 
on with the skills to navigate our 
healthcare system, how can we expect 
them to engage in it? At a stage in 
life filled with major transitions, like 
puberty, college and the beginning of 
self-exploration, knowing your rights 
as a patient makes a major difference 
in your healthcare — and Kate has 
some tips.

KM: As a patient, you always have 
the right to be treated respectfully 
and have everything explained 
to you — including treatment, 
diagnoses and alternative options. If 
you have a question, ask it. And if a 
doctor asks you a question you think 
is odd, you can ask why they need to 
know that or opt not to answer.

Did you know you can even request 
a different doctor altogether, or one 
based on identity characteristics? 
This is commonly exercised with 
regard to gender — studies have 
shown that doctors who identify as 
women take a more psychosocial 
approach and spend more time 
talking to their patients, something I 
have personally experienced.

You also have the right to file a 
complaint against a doctor — after 
asking another doctor what to 
do, I exercised this right with the 
GI specialist I mentioned above. 
Importantly, patients may request 
to have a third person in the room 
for any procedure or examination, 
in addition to a family member, 
friend or advocate. You can even 
request an attending doctor to work 
with you or perform a procedure, 
rather than a resident or intern.

If you want to read more 
about your rights, the American 
Medical Association has a code 
of patient rights and any hospital 
or physician’s office should too. 
Sometimes this code is necessary 
to bring up to make sure your 
specific concerns are addressed.

CA: All that said, young adults 
are just that — adults. I am the 
expert of my body, my wants, and I 
know my health goals best. Doctors 
have invaluable knowledge, but 
sometimes the perceived doctor-
patient hierarchy convinces me 
that I can’t disagree with them.

Over many years, I’ve come to 
realize that being young gives 
me a bit of a sneaky excuse to be 
loud, state my needs and ask hard 
questions. Now I’m comfortable 
asking doctors to slow down and 
listen. Although doctors do take 
an oath to do no harm, knowing 
your patient rights is an important 
safeguard toward ensuring a 
healing, not harmful, doctor’s visit. 

Writer’s note: Feel free to reach out 
to Chronically Catherine if you’re also 
a student with a disability working to 

coexist with daily adversity without 
losing sight of your fabulosity — 

chronicallycatherine@gmail.com or 
@itschronicallycatherine 

on Instagram.

Catherine Ames is a newly 
graduated senior writing about 

life as a young person coexisting 
with chronic illness in her column, 

“Chronically Catherine.”

If you are in need of support, here 
are some resources you can contact:

USC Relationship and Sexual 
Violence Prevention and Services: 

Located at Engemann Student Health 
Center Suite 356. Individuals can 

call (213)-740-9355 and request to 
speak with an advocate or counselor. 

Services are confidential.
Rape, Abuse & Incest National 

Network (RAINN): A free, 
confidential hotline that is active 

24/7. Individuals can call 
(800)-656-4673.

aMes
| continued from page 3 |

Lyndzi Ramos | Daily Trojan

| continued from page 3 |
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Knowing your healthcare rights as a young adult is vital

Content warning: This article 
contains references to sexual 
assault and violence.

Catherine Ames: In this 
installment of Chronically 
Catherine, you’re getting two 
Catherines for the price of one 
(literally what could be better). 

The week before graduation, 
I caught up with my good friend 
Katherine (what an incredible 
name) about our mental and 
physical health post-finals, and she 
shared something troubling. 

Kate McQuarrie: After 
waiting months for an appointment 
with a gastrointestinal specialist at 
a prestigious Los Angeles hospital, 
I was excited by the prospect of an 
end to my debilitating symptoms.

But the appointment couldn’t 
have started worse. The doctor guilt-
tripped me for missing a previous 
appointment, which was an honest 
mistake, and berated me for not 
remembering details of a procedure I 
had undergone as a child.

I was already uncomfortable when 
he asked the question I dread every 
time I see a new doctor: “Have you 
ever experienced trauma or abuse?”

I answered that, yes, I was 
assaulted when I was 15. His response, 
verbatim, was: “Was it a ‘you said no, 
but he heard yes’ type of situation?”

Choking back tears, I asked him 
why he would possibly need to 
know that information. I couldn’t 
believe that a doctor had the nerve 
to ask for the personal details of 
my assault, let alone to phrase it in 

such an offensive way.
He confidently concluded that 

my GI issues were caused by post-
traumatic stress disorder, despite 
my protest that I’d never been 
diagnosed with PTSD by any 
mental health professionals. He 
left me without a treatment plan 
or a path forward, having a panic 
attack in my car and crying on the 
phone to my mom.

CA: I think we can all agree 
this never should’ve happened. 
However, I told Kate that, 

unfortunately, I wasn’t surprised. 
I’ve had similar experiences with 
doctors, specifically where I felt 
that I received biased treatment 
because of my age and gender.

One time, I asked a doctor 
if a new medication he was 
proposing would affect my 
fertility long-term and he 
responded, “Oh, I didn’t know 
you wanted to have kids. Yeah, 
this could really harm your 
fertility.” “Glad I asked! ” I 
wanted to sarcastically reply. 

Another time a doctor asked if 
I was having a lupus flare because 
of “boyfriend problems.”

KM: As a young adult in the 
United States healthcare system, 
seeing doctors and managing 
healthcare on my own for the first 
time is overwhelming. It has taken 
me years to know what to ask, and I 
still didn’t know what to do when I 
was treated poorly. It doesn’t help that 
doctors still treat me like a child.

CA: Meaningful conversations 
around health equity are 

finally happening, like the 
implementation of trauma-
informed care, narrative medicine, 
shared-decision making, and a few 
emerging transitional care clinics 
for adolescents and young adults. 
Yet, it seems like there’s little 
focus on the members of the AYA 
population who have unique needs. 

Peer-reviewed research from 
the “Children’s Health Care” 
journal reveals that if AYAs’ care is 

Catherine
Ames
CHRONICALLY
CATHERINE

Hello my name is…

Man. Or rather, my name is Mẫn. 
But call me Man, as in the word 
— wait for it — “man.” Surprising, 
huh? Within the Anglosphere, feel 
free to call me Man.

What’s the origin of a name? 
Well, my name’s pronunciation 
in English comes from a core 
memory in my childhood, when 
my first grade teacher called me 
“Man.” Now, as a five-year-old kid 
who barely spoke a lick of English, 
who was I to tell a teacher how 

to say my name? So, for the rest 
of my life, my name would be 
pronounced how it is.

But the true origin of my name 
comes from the word “minh mẫn,” 
meaning “lucid or sagacious.” My 
maternal grandfather gave me this 
name after my dad’s first name, 
Minh, which has the same origin. 
In fact, you’ve probably heard of the 
name Minh before (thanks, comrade 
Ho Chi Minh). So, my name’s akin 
to “little Minh” or “Minh Jr.” But 
I prefer Mẫn, because our names 
make up so much of who we are.

But how many of us have to really 
live up to our names? In my case, 
that’s especially hard, even more 
so when my name in English is a 
homonym to “man.” Growing up, 
before I even knew who I was, I was 

already living in the shadow of my 
own name. “Your name is Man, so you 
should act like one.” 

But in a rapidly changing world, 
when the definitions of masculinity 
and what it means to be a man 
differs greatly, what kind of man did 
I want to be? I found myself pulled in 
different directions — to fit into the 
stereotypical mold of the Western 
heteronormative view of masculinity 
or to explore other values and 
stumble upon my own definition of 
what it means to be a man.

If you know anything about 
me, I am far from stereotypical, 
and I don’t think the terms 
hetero or normal apply to 
me, either. Carrying a name 
with such a heavy implication 
definitely got me fucked up 

growing up. I found myself 
especially struggling with my 
identity and sexual orientation.

Being a shy, sensitive young boy, 
it wreaked havoc on my mental 
health and self-acceptance. Years 
of internalized homophobia and 
low self-esteem aside, I was able to 
become who I am through great 
men (and women!) who taught me 
how to carve my own values out of 
the mess we call society.

I found that great men do 
things earnestly — whether it be 
building a house with nothing but 
stone tools, risking involuntary 
amputation working at an oil rig 
or simply sucking another man’s 
dick — because there is nothing 
more masculine than two men 
getting physical with each other. 

So, in my soul searching, I found 
that there isn’t really a defined set 
of things that I had to do to live up 
to my name — I just had to find 
what mattered to me. And what 
matters to me is fostering healthy 
relationships, cooking yummy 
meals, expressing my thoughts and 
feelings into art and writing.

Part of why I write today is because 
I want to share with people that there 
isn’t one way to live life. The opinions 
and views of dead people long before 
us don’t matter. In the one life we get 
to live, we’re just supposed to let some 
dinosaur tell us how to live properly? 
Be so fucking for real. What are they 
going to do? Tell me off through ouija 
board? I don’t think their data plan 
supports that anyway.

Man 
Truong
LESSONS 
LEARNED

| see TRUONG, page 2 |

| see AMES, page 2 |

nina Tomasevic | Daily Trojan
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KCON LA and why it matters

In August of last year, I went to 
my first KCON LA. I honestly 
had no idea what to expect — 

it was the first major convention 
of any kind that I had been to, 
and it was KCON LA’s first time 
running since the start of the 
coronavirus pandemic.  

It was one of the best 
experiences of my life.

Last year’s event design 
consisted of three convention 
days at the Los Angeles 
Convention Center and two 
concert nights at Crypto.
com Arena. Although I don’t 
remember how much I paid for 
all my tickets — convention and 
concert tickets are sold separately 
— whatever the price, I know that 
it was well worth it.

KCON is presented by CJ 
ENM in accordance with local 
entertainment organizations; 
KCON LA is hosted in part by 
iHeartMedia. Although the 
convention takes place year-
round in different parts of the 
world with various artists and 
vendors participating, KCON LA 
is by far the best, in my impartial 
opinion. This year’s convention 
will be taking place Aug. 18 
through Aug. 20. 

KCON is incredible because of 
its lineups. I don’t know how the 
event organizers pull the strings 
they manage to pull, but this year, 
they’ve managed to bring artists 

from every generation of K-Pop. 
Yes, I’m talking about all five. 

Last year’s lineup was 
undoubtedly dominated by 
fourth generation K-Pop. I don’t 
think there was a single group 
that strayed outside of this era. 
From Stray Kids to ATEEZ to 
ITZY to ENHYPEN to NMIXX, 
it was a fourth-gen stan’s dream. 
The concerts were split between 
two nights. With so many groups 
performing in a roughly three-
hour time span, each set lasted 
for around 20 minutes, with 
every group performing their 
greatest hits with immense 

gusto. You get to see all your 
favorite groups perform their 
best songs with a lot of energy 
in succession for a quarter of the 
price of buying tickets to their 
individual concerts. 

Unfortunately, this year, KCON 
LA is breaking up its concerts 
into three nights instead of two. 
This means that unless you have 
about $1,000 lying around for 
good seats for each night, you’re 
going to have to pick and choose 
between groups. 

Having to choose between 
groups has been so stressful 
that I’ve refused to engage in the 

topic since the daily lineups were 
released. I’m breaking my silence 
for this piece. You’re welcome.

In case you didn’t catch up on 
KCON’s website or its Instagram, 
they go by KCON USA because 
the sites maintain all United 
States-related KCON ordeals.

Day one concert lineup this 
year consists of CRAVITY, IVE, 
NMIXX, Shownu and Hyungwon 
from MONSTA X, TAEMIN, 
TAEYONG and WayV. The fact of 
the matter is that I likely won’t 
attend day one’s concert but 
having to deny my rights to see 
IVE, NMIXX and TAEMIN is 
extremely painful. 

Day two consists of ATEEZ, 
FIFTY FIFTY, INI, Kep1er, RAIN, 
xikers and ZEROBASEONE. 
In all honesty, I’ve never even 
heard of ZEROBASEONE, and I 
only know of INI because I saw 
them last year. FIFTY FIFTY 
only has one recognizable song 
and, although I like Kep1er, 
I saw them last year for the 
meet & greet and that was 
sufficient. My heart shatters 
at the thought of giving up 
seeing ATEEZ or RAIN, though. 
For those unaware, RAIN is 
first generation K-pop, and I’m 
amazed that he’s coming to 
KCON LA at the age of 41.

Day three, and this is the 
day I’m hoping to attend with 
front row seats, consists of 
EVERGLOW, (G)I-DLE, ITZY, 
JO1, Lapillus, Stray Kids 
and THE BOYZ. When I saw 
EVERGLOW on the lineup, I 
almost jumped out of my damn 
skin. I saw these beautiful 
angels perform two days before 
the coronavirus pandemic shut 
everything down in March 2020. 

They haven’t had a release in — 
gasp — two years and haven’t 
been on tour since 2020. This 
is also their first performance 
in the U.S. since then, and I am 
beyond elated. 

I don’t really care for JO1 or 
Lapillus, but I’m obsessed with (G)
I-DLE and Stray Kids. I also have 
high hopes for THE BOYZ. I’m not a 
stan, but I enjoy a lot of their music. 

The three-day convention 
is only $30, and I think it’s 
worth going to at least one day. 
Artists do make special random 
appearances — I got to see 
STAYC up close last year — and 
if you’re hoping to catch a meet 
& greet or hi touch, you better be 
at the Convention Center.

One quick note about meet 
& greets, high touches and red 
carpet events: Although you 
can buy the pass for each of 
the previous categories “per 
day,” following my experience, 
you really can only pick two or 
three groups to be able to see up 
close. Last year, all these meet 
& greets and high touches took 
place in the same part of the 
Convention Center, which meant 
that, as the event with one group 
was happening inside, the line 
for the next group was already 
200 people deep. Make sure the 
groups you choose to meet with 
are spaced apart.

Regardless of the chaos that 
might ensue, I’m still stoked. 
Make sure to clear your calendars 
this August and start the 
academic year off right!

 Daphne Yaman is a rising 
senior writing about K-pop in her 

column, “Non-Stop K-Pop.” She is also 
the opinion editor of the Daily Trojan.

Daphne
Yaman
NON-STOP K-POP

Arielle Rizal | Daily Trojan

By FAIsAL BOOdAI
Staff Writer

Disney and Pixar Animation 
have never made a bad film, and 
“Elemental” is no exception. Yes, 
some films are going to be much 
better than others, but your average 
“The Good Dinosaur” (2015) is 
miles ahead of “The Super Mario 
Bros. Movie,” (2023) at least from 
a cinematic point of view. So when 
the first batch of mixed reviews for 
Pixar’s latest film came out of the 
Cannes Film Festival, there was only 
mild hesitation about its quality. It’s 
Pixar after all, so how bad could it be? 

Yes, the trailers were not great 
and made the film look like a 
“Zootopia” (2016) ripoff, but there 
was still hope. And though the gen-
eral concept is quite reminiscent of 
that Oscar-winning film, following 
a pair of literal opposites — fire 
person Ember (Leah Lewis) and 
water person Wade (Mamoudou 
Athie) — who attract in a city 
where anthropomorphized ele-
ments — fire, water, air and earth 
— live together, that hope was 
earned: because “Elemental” is yet 
another Pixar banger.

That said, the film isn’t necessarily 
a return to form for the studio. While 
some may say Pixar fell down the drain 
in recent years, films like “Turning 
Red” (2022)  and “Soul” (2020)  — 
both critical hits if not the pop cul-
tural phenomenons that Pixar films 
used to be — show that quality is not 
the issue. However, for those who have 
felt burnt out (pun intended) by Pixar 
and Disney Animation’s recent output, 
then “Elemental” is a solid example of 
what Pixar does best, sure to restore 
faith in the iconic animation house’s 
artistic value, if not at the box office. 

With some of their other re-
cent films, both Pixar and Disney 
Animation have lost their once 
seamless ability to convey a mes-
sage through stories. Take Disney 
Animation’s “Strange World” (2022) 
for one — in its barrage of meaning-
ful messages, the film forgets the fun 
factor and is ultimately squandered 
by its bland story and unmemorable 
characters. In both “Strange World” 
and Pixar’s “Lightyear” (2022), the 
message overtook the entertain-
ment value, but with “Elemental,” 
Pixar ensures once again that the 
message serves the story, rather than 
the other way around.

The true power of “Elemental” 
lies in its simplicity and universal-
ity. Following Ember, a driven and 
determined daughter of immigrant 
shop owners that struggles with 
controlling her temper, and Wade, a 
sensitive city inspector that cries at 

‘Elemental’: Pixar’s latest 
is all about chemistry

| see ELEMENTAL, page 5 |

By AuBRIE COLE
Staff Writer

Boss-fight junkies know that 
worthy fights are hard to find. After 
taking on numerous challenges, 
such as “Bloodborne” and “Elden 
Ring,” players are left with the nag-
ging question: “What makes a vid-
eo game boss fight truly perfect?”

Is it the challenge? The theme? 
What makes a user walk out of a boss 
chamber with their mouth agape?

At the end of the day, this ques-
tion is truly subjective. Fans of 
different franchises will value 
different mechanics, like how 
“Soulsborne” fans prefer a chal-
lenge that makes the player want 
to rip their hair out, and how “God 
of War” fans expect an experience 
with epic scale and score. 

To produce a perfect boss 
fight, one must find a balance 
between all elements that make 
a boss memorable. Sister Friede 
and Father Ariandel in the “Dark 
Souls 3” DLC stuck with players for 
their battle’s phenomenal score, 
impossible difficulty and climactic 
conclusion. The Rat King from “The 
Last of Us 2” still lives in infamy in 
the hearts of fans for its shocking 
entrance, disgusting design and 
imposing challenge. Many believe 
Malenia, Blade of Miquella from 
“Elden Ring,” is one of the hardest 
bosses ever designed because of her 
brutal fight combining a tragically 

beautiful model and move set with 
an unforgettable soundtrack. 

Though all of these fights grasp 
the details that make a boss fight 
good, they cater to a different au-
dience than Nintendo does, given 
their graphical and thematic de-
parture from Nintendo’s cartoony 
style. With the recent release of 
“The Legend of Zelda: Tears of 
the Kingdom,” Nintendo has prov-
en that it, too, can make a boss of 
the same caliber as those previ-
ously mentioned, introducing us to 
Demon King Ganondorf.

Link’s battle against the Demon 
King in “Tears of the Kingdom” is 
by far one of the most impressive 
boss battles released in recent 
years. The fight sacrifices abso-
lutely nothing, each detail metic-
ulously designed to maximize the 
experience of the user. An epic, 

memorable boss fight must pos-
sess four crucial details: memo-
rable build-up, substantial chal-
lenge, amazing score and unique, 
shocking moments that the play-
er will remember far after com-
pleting the game. 

“Tears of the Kingdom” never 
dances around who the final boss 
will be. From the very beginning of 
the game, it’s clear from NPC dia-
logue and the memories strewn 
across Hyrule that Ganondorf 
will be Link’-s final foe in this ti-
tle. Though this is standard for a 
Zelda game, it sets Ganondorf on a 
pedestal of power already partial-
ly constructed by the events of the 
previous installment. 

As the player obtains more 
memories and progresses further 

The gaming villain of the year 
“The Legend of Zelda: 
Tears of the Kingdom” 
has the perfect boss fight. 

| see VILLAIN, page 5 |

nintendo

The Game Awards nominated Nintendo’s 2023 “The Legend of 
Zelda: Tears of Kingdom” for Most Anticipated Game last year. 
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the drop of a tear, it’s a very simple, 
often predictable story, but imbued 
with a cultural deftness and charm 
that makes it truly unique. 

Despite not being rooted in real-
ity on the surface level, “Elemental” 
is a film that is as culturally rich and 
emotionally true as films like “Coco” 
(2017) and “Turning Red.” This 
depth is all to the credit of writer-di-
rector and Pixar veteran Peter Sohn, 
who richly translates his and his par-
ents’ immigrant experience through 
the artistically meticulous lens that 
only animation can provide. 

What makes Sohn’s film work so 
well is not its devotion to a certain ide-
al or image of society, but rather in its 
reflection of reality and how the world 
can move forward. In its sensitive por-
trayal of the immigrant experience, it 
is both current and timeless in its hu-
manity and authenticity. With that 
authenticity and heart intact, the film 
is beautifully able to transcend the 
bounds of its subject matter to deliver 
something universal. 

Despite the occasional tired 
tropes typical to Pixar and Disney 
Animation’s interwoven styles of 
animation filmmaking, it’s an utterly 
transporting work thanks to the 
dynamic, well-balanced screenplay 
and stunning visuals. Simply put, 
“Elemental” is an exceptionally 
well-made film, combining Pixar’s 
strong suits with Sohn’s vision, 
keeping the groundbreaking studio 
at the forefront of animation amid 
changing audience sensibilities.

Mostly, it’s a film that wears its 
heart on its sleeve, as the central ro-
mance between the fiery Ember and 
watery Wade is organic and richly 

developed. A large part of this is due 
to the excellent voicework by Lewis 
and Athie. The familial relation-
ships among Ember and her par-
ents — Bernie (Ronnie Del Carmen) 
and Cinder (Shila Ommi) — also felt 
beautifully explored, with the actors’ 
vocal performances lending a lot of 
warmth to the film. 

Ember and Wade’s romantic chem-
istry, however, fuels the better part 
of the film, and the song choices, as 
well as Thomas Newman’s luminous 
score. In service of the film’s romcom 
sensibility, they give “Elemental” lots 
of personality and allow it to stand 
out from similar animated fare.

Though the presentation of 
Element City is reminiscent of the 
tongue-in-cheek wit and humor of 
“Zootopia,” it still feels very much 
like its own unique place. The film 
blends a scientific understanding of 
elements and their properties with 
Pixar and Disney Animation’s om-
nipresent, computer-animated flair, 
abundant in cultural knowledge — 
the clear Middle Eastern influences 
on Firetown were a welcome surprise 

— and sprinkled with clever blink-
and-you-miss-it visual gags, to create 
a world that feels lived in and true. 

The film itself is visually extraordi-
nary. The animation is gorgeous and 
inspired in its design, and both the 
settings and character designs are vi-
brantly textured and stunning to look 
at in motion, pushing the envelope for 
the “Pixar look” with its blend of 2D 
and 3D properties to represent such 
abstract visuals as a walking flame.

Using Ember and Wade’s 
inconceivable chemistry, “Elemental” 
cleverly defies the undeniable antithesis 
of fire and water. Relationships and 
chemistry often make no sense in real 
life, and the film understands that idea 
and pays it off in spades. At the start 
of the film, the divided Element City 
feels eerily familiar. “Elements cannot 
mix,” reminds Ember’s mother, Cinder, 
halfway through the film. 

But what if they can? In Sohn’s 
beautiful and cathartic film, these 
diversely, remarkably unscientific 
chemical bonds are not only exis-
tent, but undeniably “elemental” to 
our very being.

ELEMEnTAL | Film’s director Peter Sohn 
maintains heartfelt Pixar reputation 
| continued from page 4 |

©disney  

Actress Leah Lewis voiced the character Ember Lumen in Pixar’s 
newest film, ‘Elemental,’ released June 16. 

in the story, Ganondorf ’s presence 
only presents itself as more formi-
dable. Many games already do this 
with their main antagonists, like 
Odin in “God of War: Ragnarök” 
or Bowser in most Mario ti-
tles. “Tears of the Kingdom” sets 
Ganondorf apart and takes advan-
tage of this rising action to imple-
ment one of the most memorable 
build-ups to a final boss ever.

As the player ventures be-
neath Hyrule castle in search of 
Ganondorf, they are met with a 
maze of increasingly powerful 
enemies, each one more fearsome 
than the previous. With each 
cleared room, the music swells, 
leading all the way up to the final 
room: a chasm with a bit of stone 
jutting out, resembling the stone 
that Link leapt off at the very be-
ginning of the game. 

As Link positions himself at 
the edge of this stone, the music 
climaxes in a reprise of the theme 
that played during the first 
cutscene, a simple button prompt 
appearing in the UI next to Link: 
Jump. Though a summary could 
never do this moment justice, the 
build-up is a gut punch, one that 
grips the user and refuses to let 
them look away. This lead-in to 
the boss fight would never have 
worked without the careful com-
bination of narrative build-up, 
calculated level design and a jaw-
dropping score.

In both “Breath of the Wild” 
and “Tears of the Kingdom,” 
Link has a unique ability called 
“Flurry Rush.” Essentially, when 
the player dodges at just the right 

moment while in combat, Link can 
enter bullet time and decimate 
his foe at lightning speed. This 
skill is a crucial part of modern 
Zelda combat, and Link is the 
only person in the games with the 
ability to perform it. Until now. 

Ganondorf dodges attacks and 
enters bullet time leaving op-
ponents nothing short of shell-
shocked. In that one moment, the 
player has one of their most valu-
able skills snatched and turned 
against them, creating a perfect, 
shocking moment for the user. 

This is not the only surprise 
the player encounters during this 
fight. Not only does Ganondorf 
have startling elements up his 
sleeve, but so do the UI devel-
opers. After defeating his first 
phase, Demon King Ganondorf 
morphs into a far more formida-
ble form, refilling his health bar 
in the process. 

However, as the health UI slow-
ly refills, it just … doesn’t stop. 
The Demon King’s health bar 
stretches far past his title, leav-
ing the UI ridiculously lopsided 
and incredibly intimidating. This 
clever use of on-screen UI height-
ens the tension of the climax. 

These shocking elements, 
combined with the score blaring 
in the background, leave players in 
awe of this boss fight’s design. Even 
without mentioning the final phase, 
the first three phases of this fight 
are nothing short of a masterclass 
in boss design. It will be a very long 
time before we see another boss 
fight at this level of epic scale and 
polish — or at least until the “Elden 
Ring” DLC releases.

VILLAIn | New enemies 
in ‘Tears of Kingdom’
| continued from page 4 |
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ROOMMATE WANTED

ACROSS

 1 Goes on a 
mountain run

 5 The sun and the 
moon

 9 Inits. in 
Congress 
beginning in 
2019

12 Body of water 
between Sicily 
and Greece

14 Any email 
that begins 
“Congrats, 
you’ve been 
selected …,” 
probably

16 Brings to a tie

17 High low voice

19 “Quit it!”

20 Display in 
a shoebox, 
maybe

22 Clod

25 Makeshift 
umbrella holder

26 Group that gets 
marching orders

27 Grilled ham-
and-cheese 
sandwich

28 Amazon 
swimmers

30 To be, in 
Havana

31 Row
32 ___ al-Fitr 

(feast occasion)
33 Performs a 

gymnastics 
move requiring 
flexibility … or 
enters answers 
into this puzzle’s 
four shaded parts

39 Say rude things 
about

40 Was idle
41 Tease
43 Aims for
47 Unisex 

fragrance 
launched in 1994

49 Horseshoer’s 
target

50 Astronaut 
Grissom

51 In agony

52 One checking 
the books

54 Chuck
55 Certain ocean 

pollution
56 Old English, for 

better or worse?
61 Makeup of many 

birdfeed cakes
62 San Bernardino 

suburb whose 
name means 
“beautiful hill”

63 Authors’ 
submissions: 
Abbr.

64 Pines (for)
65 A-number-one

DOWN
 1 Playable 

character in an 
“artificial life” 
game franchise

 2 Hawaiian wood 
used to build 
the earliest 
surfboards

 3 Tattoos
 4 Rest of the day?
 5 Base hit result, 

maybe
 6 Host’s request
 7 Stinger
 8 Actress Bullock
 9 Regarding
10 The “O” of M.O.
11 Unfounded rumor
13 Actor John or 

Sean
15 Matriarchal 

nickname
18 Sunshine, so to 

speak
21 Plant, as an idea, 

in sci-fi slang
22 Includes on a 

thread

23 Was sorry about

24 Longest river 
entirely within 
Spain

25 States of 
upheaval

28 “That’s the spot!”

29 Many a 
Rembrandt

31 New York 
lake that’s the 
source of the 
Susquehanna 
River

34 Buildings

35 Bwana : Swahili :: 
___ : English

36 Holy title with a 
tilde

37 1982 sci-fi 
classic with a 
2010 sequel

38 Kind of wave
42 Hospital unit
43 Sounds of 

recognition
44 All ___ Day
45 Stand that a 

speaker might 
take

46 To be certain

47 Go a-wassailing
48 Perform 

spectacularly, 
colloquially

51 Mountain lions
53 Popular booth in 

New York’s Times 
Square

54 Song of 
celebration

57 Tic-tac finish
58 “Double Fantasy” 

singer
59 Econ. indicator
60 “___ queen!” 

(enthusiastic cry)
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ANSWER TO TODAY’S PUZZLE

ACROSS

 1 Total dud

 5 Science fair 
locale, often

 8 The “home” in 
“There’s no place 
like home”

14 Chloé who 
directed 
“Nomadland”

15 Grazing ground

16 Nipple ring?

17 Slang, for many

19 Video game 
franchise 
featuring a clone 
assassin

20 With 2-Down, the 
oldest sister city 
in the U.S.

21 Massage parlor 
supply

23 Dead ___

24 I, for one

28 Betraying no 
emotion

30 Opposite of a 
heads up?

31 When repeated, 
a sound from a 
brass instrument

32 Mideast leader
34 Big to-dos
37 Scientific 

definition, for 
short

41 “My words fly 
up, my thoughts 
remain ___”: 
“Hamlet”

42 Aroma that may 
induce meowing

43 Simu ___, 
portrayer of 
Marvel’s Shang-
Chi

44 Keats or 
Wordsworth

46 Darlington Hall, 
in “The Remains 
of the Day”

49 Length, for 
example

52 ___ Bo
53 Fracas
54 Go through the 

roof
58 Optimistic

61 Anagram, for 
instance

63 Guy who inspired 
an early 2010s 
hip-hop dance

64 Trifling amount
65 “99 Luftballons” 

singer
66 “Heavens to 

Betsy!”
67 Material for 

demolition
68 Valued

DOWN
 1 [Wrong answer!]
 2 See 20-Across
 3 Chain letter?
 4 Cuban song 

genre that shares 
its name with a 
Spanish dance

 5 Like Eeyore vis-à-
vis his storybook 
companions

 6 Want
 7 Wall builder
 8 Coffee liqueur 

brand
 9 “Hereditary” 

director Aster
10 What’s rustled in 

a swish
11 Low turnover?
12 Haim who 

co-starred in 
2021’s “Licorice 
Pizza”

13 Place to get a 
C.D.

18 Golden calf, e.g.
22 Companywide 

communication 
system

25 Let in
26 Put out
27 Civil rights 

activist Baker

28 Not for ___

29 First film 
appearance of 
Herbie, a sentient 
1963 Volkswagen 
Beetle

31 Nexus

33 Critical hospital 
dept.

35 Ballet bend

36 Nickname that 
drops -art

38 Write in Python, 
say

39 Romulus or 
Remus

40 Like some 
diamonds

45 Tickets
47 Psionic counselor 

on “Star Trek: 
T.N.G.”

48 Be on the up and 
up?

49 Sketch done in 
preparation for a 
finished piece

50 “The Facts in 
the Case of ___” 
(Andrew Sinclair 
novel that pays 
homage to a 
mystery writer)

51 Dead meat, so to 
speak

55 Mini display?

56 Where Zeus 
trapped the 
monster Typhon, 
in myth

57 Bolshevik’s bane

59 Something to 
feed or stroke

60 Backing

62 Sine qua ___
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2 BDRM / 1 BATH SPACIOUS (1,400 SQ FT) UPSTAIRS UNIT

(6-28)

with city view, recently upgraded, with new appliances, stove, fridge, 
and washer/dryer for rent. 1107 3rd Avenue, Unit #4, Los Angeles, 
CA 90019. Located in the lovely Country Club Park Section of Los 
Angeles. $2,500/month rent. For more information, please contact 

Danita Tabron at (310) 464-5911 or Danita@kw.com. 
A virtual tour of the unit: http://apts.com/

DANCO HOUSING

(6-28)

Now Renting 2023-2024 School Year

All units located just a few blocks from campus.
We have bachelor, single, 1 bdrm, 2 bdrm,

3 bdrm and 4 bdrm units available.
Starting as low as $975/month.

If interested, call: (310) 842-8234;
e-mail: Dancohousing@aol.com

or visit us at: www.Dancohousing.com

Renovated to perfection (1,100 sq. ft). Perfect for two people. Available to 
move any time. 1155 1/2 W. 24th Street. Gated, A/C, dishwasher, stove, 

refrigerators, in-unit washer/dryer, granite countertop, gated parking. 
Cozy front & back patio. Tenants pay for all utilities. Trams stop in front. 

$2,300/month. Call, Text, or WhatsApp to (213) 999-9997 or 
E-mail: Office@StudentHousingNearUSC.com. It won’t last.

HUGE ONE BEDROOM/ONE BATH VICTORIAN HOMEHUGE ONE BEDROOM/ONE BATH VICTORIAN HOME

(6-28)

ROOMS

000 Rentals

NEW LUXURY 
APARTMENT
Offering Private Rooms + 

Private Bathrooms
All Utilities Included. 

Call, Text or E-mail To Receive 
Pictures & Additional Info

Tony (213) 706-1144
tony@venicci.com
2651 S. Hobart Blvd. (8-16)

FURNISHED ROOMS 
AVAILABLE NOW

2 blocks from USC. Shared full 
kitchen. 1 room with private bath. 

All others shared bath. Gated 
parking option available. Call for 

pricing. (323) 766-1156 (6-28)

INTERN SPECIAL. Available 3 
rooms. Each $800/month for the sum-
mer,  utilities included, shared living 
space. studenthousing1492@hotmail.
com, (323) 868-1864.                     (6-21)

in THE BARMORE and 
COHN MANSIONS

Furnished private rooms, use of 
entire house, utilities and wireless 
internet included. Gated parking 
available. Bus or bike to school.

Starting at $920/month

Call Ben Davis @ (213) 327-8055
E-mail: bendavis@jps.net

Private rooms for 
USC grad students

(6-28)

APARTMENTS

2 BEDROOM/1 BATH APART-
MENT in historic West Adams area. 
Security cameras and gated parking. 
1 parking space per unit. Please call 
(626) 660-6062 with questions. No 
texting. Rent is $2,400/month.   (6-28)

MARDI GRAS & 
MARDETTE

APARTMENTS
Pre-Leasing for Fall 2023

Move-in Special

(6-28)

Bachelor (kitchenette) $2,000/month
Studio (full kitchen) $2,200/month

1+1 from $2,600/month
1+2 from $2,800/month
2+2 from $3,600/month

WALK TO CAMPUS.
Some upgraded units include: 
stove, refrigerator, microwave, 

dishwasher, A/C.
Pool, laundry, elevator

& cameras onsite.
Gated entry, bike rack &

intercom system for deliveries.  
FREE Parking.

Maintenance on site. 
Water, trash & sewer paid.

720 West 27th Street &
2707 Portland Street

E-mail:
mardigras@hpgmanagement.com

Call: 213-747-5200
Text: 323-896-9702

SECOND FLOOR, 1 BEDROOM/1 
BATH APARTMENT in East Los 
Angeles. Please call (626) 660-6062 
with questions. No texting. Rent is 
$1,600/month.                                  (6-28)

APT. FOR LEASE
2 bdrm / 1 bath, refrig. & stove. 

$2,600/month. Quiet, clean, close 
to USC, freeway and downtown.

No smokers / no pets. 
Contact (213) 810-1823 or 
kerenskid100@aol.com (6-28)

STUDENTS, GRAD STUDENTS, 
FACULTY. 1 and 2 Bdrm Apts. Quiet, 
Clean. 2701 Menlo Avenue. 
(323) 292-1398.                               (8-16)

HOUSE/CONDO

2-STORY, 5 BDRM / 3 BATH USC 
SECURITY ZONE. 3408 S. Budlong 
Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90007. Per-
fect layout for students! 4 minutes to 
USC. $5,500/month, hardwood floors, 
lots of natural light. This will go fast! 
vinnie@hubilu.com, (310) 740-4385.
                                                         (6-28)

7 BDRM / 3 BATH HOME USC 
SECURITY ZONE. 1557 W. 29th 
Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007. Perfect 
layout for students! 1 mile to USC. 
$7,000/month, hardwood floors, lots 
of natural light! This will go fast! 
vinnie@hubilu.com, (310) 740-4385.
                                                          (6-28)

NEWLY RENOVATED 
DUPLEX HOUSE

2 bdrm/1 bath each side. 7 minutes 
drive to USC. Secured, driveway 
parking, large private backyard, 

washer/dryer, full kitchen. 
$1,200-$1,400/month/room. 

(310) 876-2907 (6-21)

FEMALE ROOMMATE 
WANTED

for 2 bdrm/2 bath in Silver Lake. 
Private front yard plus full modern 
amenities including washer/dryer. 

$1,700/month + utilities.
Call or text Willa at (310) 994-5331

300 seRvices

MISCELLANEOUS

THE TRUSTED AUTO 
REPAIR EXPERTS

Trojan Midas 
2424 S. Figueroa St. | 213-749-3488

Tires. Brakes. Oil. Everything

15% DISCOUNT
with USC Student or Staff ID

71048_LOSANG_571_DlrFlyr_032020_1.8x2.indd   13/11/20   10:47 AMNeed to advertise
 in the 

Daily Trojan Classifieds?

classifieds@dailytrojan.com

(213) 740-2707

2023 El Rodeo Yearbook
Distribution

Available Now!!
Tutor Campus Center (TCC), Room 425

Monday - Friday
9 a.m. - 12 noon & 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. 

Please bring your USCard with you.

If you haven’t pre-ordered a copy, 
limited quantities will be available for purchase.

$100 cash, check, credit card 
(VISA, MasterCard, Discover)

(213) 740-2707 • elrodeo@usc.edu
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Encouragingly, Ferguson’s 
shooting numbers are quite 
strong. In the 2022-23 season, 
Ferguson averaged 1.61 shots 
on target per 90 minutes in 
Premier League play. In a 
vacuum, that number might not 
sound great, but Haaland — who 
scored 36 Premier League goals 
this season — only had 1.72 
shots on target per 90 minutes 
himself. If Ferguson marginally 
improves his finishing and shot 
positioning, he could easily 
become one of the Premier 

League’s top goalscorers.
Thankfully for Ferguson, 

if the 2022-23 season was his 
breakout year, 2023-24 will give 
him a bigger platform to become 
a regular goalscorer. By finishing 
sixth in the Premier League, 
Brighton qualified to play in the 
Europa League in 2023-24. This 
will give the team at least an 
extra six games in its schedule 
to rotate the squad and give 
different players opportunities. 
Even if Manager Roberto De Zerbi 
considers Ferguson too raw to be 
the club’s first-choice nine next 

season, the additional minutes 
to share around the squad will 
help the young Irishman build his 
profile regardless. 

I remain bullish on Ferguson’s 
long-term potential to be a top 
Premier League striker, but given 
that Brighton will be adjusting to 
European competition, and that 
other Premier League squads 
will have more familiarity with 
De Zerbi’s style, the Seagulls and 
Ferguson may stumble slightly 
in 2023-24. So if he doesn’t score 
a million goals next year, don’t 
be surprised. After all, Harry 

Kane didn’t become a Premier 
League regular until he was 21. 
Ferguson has a head start, but 
development takes time. 

Ferguson, whether for Brighton 
or another top English club, has 
all the talent required to be a 
20-plus goals per-season striker 
sooner rather than later. You 
never know how long a player 
will stay in England, but if he 
does keep playing in the Premier 
League, I wouldn’t be surprised 
to see Ferguson join the select 
group of players to score at least 
150 Premier League goals. Only 

10 have done it, including Alan 
Shearer, Wayne Rooney and the 
aforementioned Kane. 

Perhaps more importantly, 
for both his long-term notoriety 
and my personal Gaelic interests, 
if Ferguson could help Ireland 
qualify for its first World Cup 
since 2002, he would become an 
Irish sporting legend.

Jack Hallinan is a rising junior 
writing about the top wonderkids 

in men’s and women’s soccer in his 
column, “Rising Ballers,” which 

runs every other Wednesday. 

HALLInAn | Ferguson has the ability to be the next big thing
| continued from page 8 |

The team’s 2023 schedule should 
help soften the transition from the 
Pac-12 to its future in the Big Ten. 
Although the schedule hasn’t been 
formally released, Alukonis noted 
that the team will go on a road trip 
to face Duke, her alma mater, and 
the University of North Carolina, 
two women’s soccer powerhouses. 
Traveling that distance during the 
regular season will more closely 
emulate the journey to play teams 
like Rutgers or Penn State in 2024 
and beyond. Alukonis said that 
they will also play the University of 
Michigan in the fall.

“That turnaround, going to the 
East Coast, playing Duke and UNC 
… it’s just going to be challenging 
and we’re going to have to rotate a 
lot of players,” Alukonis said. “But 
it’s good for us and if the goal is 
to win the national championship, 
we’re going to have to dig through 
some hard moments.”

The University announced June 12 
that the women’s soccer and lacrosse 
programs will soon play their games 
at the new Rawlinson Stadium, 

scheduled to open for the 2025 
season. The ground will have a 2,500 
capacity for gamedays, with 2,200 
fixed seats — a big upgrade from the 
bleachers at McAlister Field. 

Just two days later, the program 
officially revealed its incoming class 
of players for the 2023 season. The 
group, composed of three transfers 
and six freshmen, has both NCAA 
Division I and youth international 
team pedigree. Trojan fans should 
be particularly excited about Keely 
Roy, an attack-minded player who 
scored 11 goals for Cal in the Pac-
12 last season and finished seventh 
overall in points. 

Five of the six incoming 
freshmen have been involved with 
youth international set-ups, but 
Maribel Flores’ resume catches 
the eye in particular. This month, 
Flores started in the final of the 
Concacaf U-20 Championship for 
Mexico, which won the match 2-1 
against the United States. 

Alukonis believes in her group’s 
talent and ability to compete at 
the highest level. 

“To me, the level of talent on our 
team is extraordinary,” Alukonis said.

ALuKOnIS | USC looks to 
build off of last season
| continued from page 8 |

Tomoki Chien | Daily Trojan file photo

Rising senior defender Zoe Burns will be one of the strong voices for the Trojans as an uperclassman. 
Burns is coming off a year in which she earned All-Pacific Region second team and All-Pac-12 second team.

Advertise Here!
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scan For dates
and prices!

Coming this 
summer!

Trojan Kids Camp (TKC) 
is a sports and 

academic day camp 
serving community 

youth ages 9-15.

For more information
Contact Cynthia Brass

at (213)740-9252
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 The state of USC women’s soccer

Evan Ferguson is an Irish cult hero on the rise

I have a weird affinity for the 
country of Ireland. I can’t really 
explain why. Yes, I have an 

Irish last name, but I know next to 
nothing about my Irish ancestors. 
I’ve never visited the country. I 
have no long-lost Irish cousins 
who are my pen pals.

But when Evan Ferguson burst 
onto the scene with his first goals 
for Brighton & Hove Albion, I 
thought, finally. Ireland had been 
waiting for its next Premier League 
legend. I had been waiting for an 
Irish Premier League great for 

whatever weird reason. And it 
seems like he’s finally arrived.

Ferguson has a legitimate 
opportunity to become Ireland’s 
all-time Premier League goalscorer, 
a title that Los Angeles Galaxy 
legend Robbie Keane currently 
holds. Keane rose to prominence 
in England, playing at Tottenham 
Hotspur and scored 112 goals in 
306 Premier League appearances. 
But in the glimpses fans have seen 
of Ferguson so far, he has flashed 
the potential to achieve even more 
than his predecessor.

Ferguson began his professional 
career with Bohemian Football 
Club in Dublin, but Brighton 
scooped him up in the January 
2021 transfer window, and he 
made his debut for the Seagulls 
early in the 2021-22 season. 

Brighton has shown in recent 
years that when the club signs 
teenagers, they’re likely to become 
key first-team players sooner 
rather than later. In addition to 
Ferguson, Paraguayan forward Julio 
Enciso and Argentinian midfielder 
Facundo Buonanotte have emerged 
as young talents who could become 
Premier League stalwarts. When 
Brighton gives young players 
opportunities, it pays to take notice.

For the 2021-22 season, Ferguson 
bounced between the first team and 
Brighton’s under-23 squad, but as 
the 2022-23 campaign progressed, 
the Irishman became a key player in 
Brighton’s rotation. In late December 
and early January, the period in which 
Premier League clubs play an absurd 
number of matches, Ferguson started 
scoring regularly for the first team. 

He notched his first senior goal 
in a substitute appearance against 
Arsenal Football Club, who were 
then top of the league. It wasn’t 
the prettiest goal, but Ferguson 
went head-to-head with Arsenal 
centerback William Saliba and 
bowled him over before slotting the 
ball coolly between Arsenal keeper 
Aaron Ramsdale’s legs. The nature 
of Ferguson’s first Premier League 
goal could serve as a preview of 
how he’ll find future success.

Fans have seen a similar type 
of player in Erling Haaland at 
Manchester City, the physically 
dominant striker who plays like a 
classic No. 9. Haaland challenges 
opposition centerbacks with 
his speed and is not afraid to 
physically overpower them as he 
bears down on goal. The strategy 

has worked well, and Haaland 
has already scored 52 goals in 53 
appearances in his first season 
at City. At about 6 feet tall with 
a solid frame, Ferguson can 
use size to his advantage and 
emulate Haaland’s physicality on 
a slightly smaller scale. 

Ferguson also possesses 
immaculate timing with his 
runs in the box. With his third 
Premier League goal — a header 
against Leicester — Ferguson 
bided his time at the top of the 
18-yard box, waiting for leftback 
Pervis Estupiñán to send in a 
cross, at which point Ferguson 
shifted expertly into a shooting 
position and tucked the ball 
away. Not all young strikers have 
the patience to do that.

Jack
Hallinan
RIS ING BALLERS

| see HALLINAN, page 7 |

By JACK HALLInAn
Staff Writer

The Trojans want to take the 
game to their opponents in 2023.

The 2022 season marked a solid 
debut for USC women’s soccer Head 
Coach Jane Alukonis and her staff 
but ended with a disappointing 
loss against lower-seeded UC Irvine 
in the NCAA Tournament. Once 
the squad resumed team activities 
in January, it continued to build 
on the solid foundation it laid in 
the fall and challenged itself with 
scrimmages against quality teams.

In an offseason sit-down 
with the Daily Trojan, Alukonis 
reflected on the prior season, 
discussed the team’s spring 
training and previewed the coming 
season, its final Pac-12 campaign 
before moving to the Big Ten. 

The build-up to the 2023 season 
started with Alukonis and her 
coaches showing their squad 
highlights from the previous 
season while stressing that they 
underperformed against Irvine. 

“We started the very first day 
just revisiting expectations of 
the program,” Alukonis said. “We 
wanted to make sure that the team 
knew we had some really good wins 
and some super positive times and 
days. But in the end, going out so 
early in the tournament, to us, we 
feel like we underachieved. So, 
celebrating some of the positives but 
also being like, ‘We are a national 
championship-level program.’”

Alukonis wants her team to be both 
versatile and aggressive in attack. In 
their spring training sessions, the team 
discussed maintaining possession of 
the ball but also springing forward 
in transition when the opportunity 
presents itself. It’s been a part of 
Alukonis’ vision since day one.

“Something that was super 
important to me was keeping a bit of 
the history of the program,” Alukonis 
said. “Back to when I used to play 
against SC” — Alukonis played 
college soccer at Duke — “you just 
had amazing attacking firepower 
… you always felt kind of suffocated 
against USC. With that, I do like a 
possession style, but we’re pretty 
clear in saying, if we can go forward 
and score goals … That’s always going 
to be the number one priority.”

But the team’s spring scrimmage 
schedule also allowed them to test 

Head Coach Jane Alukonis 
reflects and looks ahead to 
the upcoming campaign.

Tomoki Chien | Daily Trojan file photo

The Trojans lost some of their key players from a season ago, but they also added plenty of fresh faces in an attempt to improve from last year.

their defense against professional 
opposition. They played five 
matches during the spring against 
high-quality teams, two of which 
were against the NWSL clubs Angel 
City FC and the San Diego Wave. 
Those matches helped the Trojans 
see the tempo difference between 
the pro and college levels. 

“Angel City gave us a really 
amazing example of still trying 
to do what we would want to do 
but just lifting it to a professional 
tempo,” Alukonis said. “They 
had us pinned in for most of the 
game. We had a couple of chances 

but definitely had to work on our 
low-block defending, which isn’t 
ideally what we want to do.”

That match’s challenges aligned 
nicely with what Alukonis stresses 
to her players about the importance 
of maintaining a fast speed of play. 

“We always preach, ‘tempo, 
tempo, tempo,’ being able to do 
things under the highest level of 
pressure or raising the speed of 
the game, raising soccer fitness 
because the game is so fast,” she 
said. “In that game [against Angel 
City], we were like, ‘OK, now do 
you understand what we mean 

when we say push the tempo, play 
as fast as you can, make decisions 
quickly, all of that? ’”

Just like college sports fans have 
seen in football and basketball, the 
transfer portal affected women’s 
soccer’s roster during the offseason. 
Senior midfielder Croix Bethune 
and senior forward Hannah White 
opted to use their final year of 
eligibility elsewhere, returning to 
their shared home state of Georgia 
to play for the University of Georgia 
Bulldogs. Bethune had a strong 
final season in Cardinal and Gold, 
scoring eight goals and providing 

nine assists, the most of any Pac-
12 player. But the departures 
certainly have not shaken Alukonis’ 
confidence in her squad. 

“At the end of the day, our core 
group is so, so strong,” Alukonis 
said. “I don’t want to mention 
individual players, but the core of 
our team, the identity, the culture, 
the character of the core group of 
the program is so strong. To me, 
you’ll see this within any team, 
some of the brightest moments, the 
biggest wins, come down to who 
plays together as the best team.” 

| see ALUKONIS, page 7 |


