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By CLaIRe QIu
Student Health Beat Writer

Amid Pride Month, USC 
Student Health hopes to highlight 
its range of gender-affirming care 
services, Chief Student Health 
Officer Dr. Sarah Van Orman 
said in a briefing with the Daily 
Trojan Monday.

Student Health’s gender-affirm-
ing care services include medical 
services, such as hormone therapy 
and surgery, and counseling and 
mental health services. Aetna, 
USC’s Student Health Insurance 
Plan provider, covers these servic-
es as part of their benefits.

“This is a really core value for 
us at Student Health to make sure 
that all students receive appro-
priate services,” Van Orman said. 

Van Orman also emphasized 
Student Health’s commitment 
to training its staff in providing 
equal and inclusive care. 

“All of our staff participate in 
ongoing training through a variety 
of organizations, including The 
Fenway Institute, on providing 
culturally competent care . That’s 
something that we’ve invested a 
lot of time and a lot of energy in,” 
Van Orman said.

In 2021, the Human Rights 
Council designated Student Health 
as a healthcare quality index leader. 

“It’s a designation as a healthcare 
facility [to] provide training to 
its leadership, [have] politics and 
practices that support equity 
inclusion for LGBTQ+ patients,” 
Van Orman said. “And we were 
really very proud to get that 
designation. We are one of just a 
handful of student health services 
in the country that have that.”

Student Health is also the recipi-
ent of a grant through the California 
Office of Emergency Services to work 
specifically with increasing and im-
proving services for LGBTQIA+ in-
dividuals who have experienced sex-
ual assault and misconduct.

Some initiaives made possible 
by the Cal OES grant include a spe-
cialized peer education for students 
who are members of the LGBTQIA+ 
community, Van Orman said.

In 2022, a study conducted 
by the Williams Institute at the 
UCLA School of Law estimat-
ed that bills to restrict access to 
gender affirming care across 15 
states would affect more than 
58,000 transgender youth and 
adults ages 13 or older. In 2022, 
an estimated 1.3 million adults 
and 300,000 youth identified as 
transgender nationwide.

“Especially in this time, right 
now, it’s really important that we 
as healthcare providers recognize 
that this is a critical part of the 
services we provide, that it is the 
standard of care to provide inclu-
sive and comprehensive servic-
es,” Van Orman said. “It is not ap-
propriate that so many students 
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Student health insurance 
covers medical, counseling 
and mental health services.
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By MaTeO VILLaLBa-MuTIs
Staff Writer 

In the first summer senate meet-
ing of the Undergraduate Student 
Government, senators debated 
the size of funding allocations for 
several registered student orga-
nizations, primarily the Concerts 
Committee. Senators will finalize 
the budget next week. 

USG also confirmed the appoint-
ment of advocacy liaisons that 
would work with all of the cultur-
al organizations at the University.

Chief financial officer Khalil 
Daniels addressed the changes that 

the allocations committee made af-
ter meeting with 18 programming 
assemblies and deliberations over 60 
line items. The allocations committee 
made minor cuts and adjustments to 
funding across all USG branches.

When programming depart-
ment changes were introduced, 
senator Brandon Tavakoli protest-
ed the $542,000 allocated to the 
Concerts Committee because the 
sum amounts to 22% of USG’s $2.5 
million budget. The previous year’s 
allocation was $574,300. Even with 
the current 5.5% funding cut, it’s 
“unjustifiably high,” he said.

“My main concern is that we’re 
legitimizing and justifying expen-
ditures that are exorbitantly too 
high [and] could be better served 
in other places,” Tavakoli said 
during the Senate meeting. “We 
[could] give it directly to our RSOs 
and to ledge funding where we as 
senators are able to use that fund-
ing for our own passion projects.”

Speaker of the senate Emilia 
Bletsas countered Tavakoli’s con-
cern — setting up concerts is a cost-
ly affair, Bletsas said. There are sev-
eral non-negotiables such as the cost 
of security, she said, that must be in-
cluded in the Concert Committee’s 
spending to ensure attendees’ safety 
and hold quality events. 

Debate soon shifted to how the 

Concerts Committee can better 
spend its funding. Senator Julianna 
Melendez said that since a lot of the 
funding goes to hiring headliners, 
many of whom she said are often 
niche, the committee can redirect 
its funding to grab well-known 
headliners and fill the rest of the 
slots with student performers.

“We have such amazing 
performing arts students on campus 
… I think we’re really missing out on 
that talent,” Melendez said.

The Concerts Committee did 
not respond to the Daily Trojan’s 
request in time for publication.

Students interested in voicing 
their concerns regarding the budget 
can attend the next senate meeting 
virtually Wednesday at 7 p.m. 

USG drafts funding bill to finalize budget

Debate centered around the size of the Concerts 
Committee budget, currently slated at $542,000.

Mateo Villalba-Mutis | Daily Trojan

The allocations committee made minor cuts and adjustments to funding across all Undergraduate Student Government branches last week.

By JennIFeR neHReR
Breaking News Writer

A former Keck School of Medicine 
resident filed a lawsuit Thursday 
against the school, UCLA Health 
and Los Angeles County alleging she 
was discriminated against on the 
basis of her race and disability. The 
suit further alleges that one of her 
supervisors carried a gun while at 
work. She also sued for retaliation, 
defamation and “failure to engage in 
the interactive process.” 

Dr. Melani Cargle attended medi-
cal school at the UCLA David Geffen 
School of Medicine from August 
2015 to June 2020 and was diag-
nosed with ADHD during her first 
year by a psychiatrist at UCLA. 

After graduating, she was 
admitted to the Keck School of 
Medicine’s orthopedic surgery 
residency program. The suit 

alleges that, in the USC program, 
Cargle endured discrimination 
on the basis of her ADHD, saying 
that the hand surgery program’s 
chief resident yelled at her and 

called her names, including 
“stupid,” “useless” and “idiot.” 

Cargle’s suit also stated that she 
was denied an accommodation re-
quest during a meeting with her 

supervisors at the Keck program. 
While she had asked to chart in a 
way that was better for her and her 

USC, UCLA, LA County sued for discrimination
A former Keck resident 
alleges unfair treatment due 
to her race and disability.

| see DISCRIMINATION, page 2 |

noah danesh | Daily Trojan

Dr. Cargle’s suit alleges that, as a Keck School of Medicine resident, she faced discrimination on the 
basis of her ADHD. Her supervisors denied her reqest to chart in a way better suited to her, she alleges. 
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in our country right now don’t 
have access to these services.”

Tracking the utilization of these 
services is a difficult task, Van 
Orman said, especially because 
the University is just now begin-
ning to collect data on gender 
identity. However, based on gen-
eral responses to Student Health’s 
annual surveys, gender affirming 
services are heavily utilized, and 
the numbers have only increased 
in the past four or five years — 
though Student Health could not 
share how many students sought 
out gender-affirming care.

“For any patient, but particu-
larly patients who are members of 
historically discriminated against 
communities, there is sometimes 
fear and anxiety about seeking 
health care,” Van Orman said. 
“There’s a lot of stigma, so there 
are a lot of reasons why people 
might be reluctant to seek care.”

Van Orman also admitted that 
LGBTQIA+ patients still risk ex-
periencing microaggressions in 
any health care environment. In 
April 2022, the University settled 
a lawsuit alleging that Dennis 
Kelly, a former campus physi-
cian at Student Health, sexually 
abused 80 former students who 
identified as LGBTQIA+.

“We are committed to a con-
tinual process of training and im-
provement and communication 
and engagement,” Van Orman 
said. “It’s not a simple sort of say-
ing, ‘Okay, we have it all now.’ 
We’re continually engaging in this 
because we know it is a process 
to continue to earn and maintain 
trust with all of our patients.”

HeaLTH
| continued from page 1 |

disability, the supervisors refused 
and insisted that she chart only 
in the way that they had asked 
her to, the suit alleges. 

Earlier, in July 2019, Cargle was 
in an orthopedic surgery rota-
tion at the Harbor-UCLA Medical 
Center in Torrance. The lawsuit 
alleges that during this rotation, a 
supervisor made “extremely inap-
propriate sexist and sexual com-
ments” toward her and others on 
the surgical team while in surgery. 

The suit also states that the super-
visor also made homophobic and rac-
ist remarks toward some patients, res-
idents and students over the course of 
her time at the medical center, using 
anti-gay and anti-Black slurs. 

The suit alleges that the 
supervisor carried a firearm around 
the medical center, including 
when rounding on patients and 
in the operating room. When he 
was rounding on patients the 
firearm was visible, according to 
the suit, but concealed in all other 
areas of the medical center. In the 
operating room, the suit alleges 
the supervisor kept the firearm in 
a fanny pack. It also alleges that, 
when Cargle had asked what was 
in the fanny pack, he mocked her 
and made a gesture to imply that it 
was his penis, not a firearm. 

Despite hospital management say-
ing that Cargle’s complaints would 
be looked into, the lawsuit states 

that she never received any follow-up 
calls or emails and that the hospital 
has not taken any action regarding 
the supervisor since. As of the time 
this article is published, he is still em-
ployed at the medical center. 

The suit says that Cargle would 
post on Twitter and other social 
media platforms to vent about 
the lack of support from her 
programs. A TikTok video by @
mel.on.medicine shows Cargle 
had once tweeted alleging that her 
supervisor assaulted a Black patient 
while he was under anesthesia. The 
tweet, as well as others including 
some about her employment status, 
have since been removed from her 
Twitter account. 

In May 2022, a letter from 
the L.A. County Department of 
Human Resources informed Cargle 
that she was no longer able to file 
claims against her supervisor at 
UCLA, according to the lawsuit. 
A week later, Cargle received a no-
tice of intent to terminate from the 
program she was in at the time. 

The suit alleges Cargle found out 
from her peers that L.A. County 
sent an email the next month per-
sonally attacking her and denying 
all of her allegations. The email, 
which stated her full name, was 
also posted on various official so-
cial media pages, including one for 
the medical center at which she 
had worked. The suit says the issue 
gained national attention and even 
led to articles being published, 

one of which claimed she made up 
the entire story. The suit argues 
this negative attention damaged 
Cargle’s reputation. 

In a statement to the Daily 
Trojan, USC denied the verac-
ity of Cargle’s claims and said it 
is committed to treating all stu-
dents with respect. 

“As it did with Dr. Cargle, USC 
takes great care to provide all of its 
medical trainees with a profession-
al and welcoming educational expe-
rience that is free from discrimina-
tion, harassment or retaliation,” the 
University wrote. “Her claims against 
USC lack merit, and we look forward 
to addressing them in court.”

Neither UCLA Health nor 
Cargle’s attorneys responded to the 
Daily Trojan’s request for comment 
in time for publication. 

Cargle is seeking compensatory 
and punitive damages of unspec-
ified amounts, according to the 
suit. No future hearings have been 
scheduled at this time.

dIsCRIMInaTIOn | Suit alleges supervisor carried gun in hospital
| continued from page 1 |
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The lawsuit alleges that a supervisor at the Harbor-UCLA Medical Center in Torrance made sexual comments 
toward Cargle and others, as well as homophobic and racist remarks toward students, residents and patients. 
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By dAPHnE yAMAn
Opinion Editor

As a child, I was somewhat 
obsessed with the macabre. Ghost 
stories fascinated me. I drank up 
horror movies like they were Marvel 
blockbusters. I was so in love with 
the suspense surrounding ghosts and 
spirits that I would beg my parents 
to take me to cemeteries so I could 
read the tombstones. For me, it felt 
like reading life stories; it was never 
anything to be sad about or fearful of. 

I remember one night when I was 
eight years old, after finishing a young 
adult book series on the Titanic, I tried 
to see if I could communicate with 
those who had perished. I was so en-
amored with this tragedy that I asked 
them to speak with me about their ex-
periences. Of course, I first checked to 
make sure that they were “good spir-
its.” Unsurprisingly, none stepped 
forward, but it would be years until I 
started to question their existence. 

To me, the fear of the supernat-
ural has never been something to 

avoid, rather, it’s been something 
to relish in and enjoy with others. 
Dragging friends to a haunted house 
on Halloween or to an Insidious movie 
series-binge at my place were some of 
the highlights of my childhood. Truly 
believing in ghosts, in some form of an 
afterlife, was calming to me. 

I will admit that, as a child, alone 
at night in my bedroom, I’d pray that 
ghosts wouldn’t attack me. I even de-
veloped a very fool-proof method to 
prevent their access to me: covering 
my entire body apart from my mouth 
and nose with a comforter. The fear in 
the moment was paralyzing, but it was 
also rather thrilling, and it made me 
appreciate the beauty in life and my 
ability to experience such emotions. 

But, over the years, I noticed my 
belief in ghosts quivering and then 
dissipating altogether. That childlike 
fear of dark closets or deafeningly 
silent bedrooms has died. Horror 
movies don’t scare me as much 
anymore. And it makes me sad.

Honestly, the first time that I 
turned the lights off without hesita-
tion or suspicion was the first time I 
fully understood that my childlike 
wonder and naïve view of reality were 
gone. I was old enough to stand alone 

in a dark room without wondering 
if there was another presence there 
with me. My imagination had fled, 
and I miss it still.

Although I’m forever grateful for 
science and my education for granting 
me proof of the folly of the supernat-
ural, I almost envy those that still be-
lieve. That slight twinge of fear that I 
once possessed meant that I could still 
assume the existence of things that I 
couldn’t see with my own eyes — an 
ideology that I no longer subscribe to. 

Believing in ghosts meant believing 
in so many other conceptualizations 
that society introduces to us: 
mermaids and unicorns and 
leprechauns — the Tooth Fairy and 
Santa Claus, too. In my mind, if the 
supernatural could exist just below 
the human gaze, so could they. But, 
one by one, they were picked apart 
— mutilated — by my mind and my 
inconsolable need for evidence and a 
peer-reviewed explanation. 

Maybe I’m upset because I was 
forced to realize that this life is 
my reality, that it is my all. Maybe 
that’s too much pressure for me, 
having to live this life to the fullest, 
taking all those risks to make sure 
that I live with no regrets. My view 

of existence narrowed so much in 
so few years that it threw me into 
shock. If there are no ghosts, then 
there is no afterlife. No time to 
“make it right” or fix relationships. 
It all just became very final for me. 

So, I wish I still believed in ghosts. I 
wish I still had the capacity to imagine 
their existence and to quiver at the 
idea that they may be lurking. I wish 

I still thought that there was more to 
life than simply what I can see. But the 
reality is that I don’t, and it’s something 
I’ve still yet to come to terms with. 
Instead, I’m now more scared of real-
life horrors like robberies or murders 
or politicians taking away my rights. 
Since I’ve been further introduced to 
reality, I fear reality more.

I still love horror movies, though. 

I wish I still believed in ghosts
Imaginations are very, very 
powerful. I long for my 
childish creative mind.

Letters to the moon

As the clock strikes 3 a.m., 
shards of silver softly sheath my 
figure as I scurry down Trousdale. 
Eyes glazed with sugar and sleep, 
my brow is furrowed as Spotify 
pumps a motivational speech like 
some kind of cult religion into 
my brain. I think about how I 
used to stay up late, talking to the 
moon — conversations, debates, 
philosophical discussions: “How 
are you today, Mr. Moon? Have 
the stars been kind to you as of 
late? Is the sun a gentle glow as 
they say, or a scalding glare that 
sears you into silence?” 

But by October of my freshman 
year, the only face I saw was my 
own in the mirror halfway between 
dusk and dawn — eyes puffy and 
vacant. My lips grew numb and 
swollen from the words unsaid. My 
thoughts? Muddled and scraped 
across the horizon like mules 
chasing after sunrise. 

At my Texas high school, going 
out-of-state for college was glorified, 
if not idolized. The majority of my 
graduating class packed their bags 
for SoCal or Boston. I mean, that was 
the American Dream. We were off 
to new races, spaces and faces. Or so 

we thought. You see, one thing that’s 
not really talked about is the reality 
of relocation. For most graduating 
seniors, once they left the Lone Star 
State, that was it. They didn’t return to 
reminisce or rehash old relationships. 
And really, that’s the point.

But as a casualty of this idealism, 
we were raised on a cotton-candy 
sugared impression of going out-of-
state for college. From crowd surfing 
to road tripping with friends and 
talking with Andrew Yang, there have 
been moments where my life has been 
a movie. But they’re only moments. 

Behind the scenes, there was lots 
of crying and lonely late nights. While 
my friends returned to their California 
hometowns on the weekends, I didn’t 
go back home until mid-December. 

When I threw up eight times at 2 
a.m., I dragged myself to Target the 
next morning to gather Gatorade and 
applesauce. My stomach cramped 
so badly I could barely walk. I didn’t 
eat for two days. And when my heart 
broke over a boy for the first time, 
I couldn’t curl up at home with my 
favorite comfort foods. I dusted off my 
pants and picked up the pieces.

In doing so, I learned how to 
frontload. Ensure I meet my vitamin 
levels every day to prevent sickness. 
FaceTime my parents. Guard my 
heart a little more. I realized that 
I didn’t love the deception, or 
aftermath, of work hard, play hard 
culture. That while everyone was 
working hard, not everyone may 
want you to know. 

To keep myself busy, I threw myself 
into every interesting club I found. 
After all, you can leave an organization 
after a semester, but it’s harder to 
become acquainted with the culture, 
people and operations the longer you 
wait. I found spaces where I genuinely 
felt alive, and left those in which I just 
wanted to be accepted. 

Over the past year, I grappled with 
my identity as a Korean American, 
exploring everything from food and 
music to organizations. I still struggle 
with it today. While I look Korean, I 
don’t vibe with Korea’s heavy drinking 
culture or other social practices. I grew 
up in an Americanized household, so 
there are certain terms that I don’t 
know, behaviors I don’t exhibit and 
a language I don’t speak. But I don’t 

belong entirely with white American 
culture either. It’s complicated.

Through times of chaos and 
discomfort, I’ve carried one phrase 
with me: Build the person you 
would’ve looked up to as a kid. I’m 
old enough now to know that the 
only direction in life is onward. 
While learning from mistakes is a 
sign of maturity, I’ve learned to let 
the past fade and allow the present 
to be, well, present. Habit by habit, 
choice by choice.

At this time last year, I was 
suntanning in Santorini and around 
the Amalfi Coast. I was 18 years 
old, reeling from a Cal rejection and 
excited to be spending the next four 
years in L.A. I had it all planned out 
— join a top consulting club, intern 
the next summer in Manhattan and 
spend my weekends skiing.

Fast forward to today. I turn 20 in 
three months, I’m studying economics 
and accounting, and I’m completely 
relieved to be interning in Dallas and 
spending the summer at home.

My mom’s friends have told 
me that I seem much older. And 
honestly? It feels that way — like the 
end of an era. I don’t talk to the moon 
anymore, friends have moved away 
and my teenage years are almost 
over. I didn’t even get to say goodbye. 
Everything is different now. 

Victoria Lee is a rising 
sophomore writing about the 

AAPI experience in America in her 
column, “Your College Unnie.”

Victoria
Lee
YOUR COLLEGE 
UNNIE

Lyndzi Ramos | Daily Trojan

Patrick Tomasso | Unsplash 

Ghost stories have brought communuities together for centuries. There’s 
something about the rawness of fear that connects people so well. 
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Arts & EntErtAinmEnt

 ‘Jury Duty’ is a show of dreams and nightmares

There is no worse phrase than 
“It’s an inside joke.” 

In a way, that’s what 
the recent Amazon Freevee 
show “Jury Duty” is, one big 
inside joke. Twelve jurors are 
participating in a documentary 
about jury duty. All of them are 
actors — except one. 

Unfortunately, it may literally 
fall into the same category as 
YouTube hidden camera pranks 

— the lowest form of media — but 
it is so much better than that. 

With “Abbott Elementary” season 
two and “Ted Lasso” season three, 
2023 has been a strong year for 
comedy. “Jury Duty” may be the best 
of them all. The chaos that ensues 
in the show is unbelievable — fake 
paparazzi, soaking and chair pants. 
The show’s actors are absolute 
legends; their ability to not break in 
these situations is commendable. 

The hero and star of the show, 
the non-actor, is Ronald Gladden.

The show’s scheme is to make 
him believe the show’s jury is real 
and test his morality. 

Pretty much every person “on 
the jury” is a bizarre caricature 
often pushing the line of realism, 

and the trial is ridiculous. Gladden 
is trapped for 17 days with no 
phone or internet connection. Still, 
at every turn, Gladden proves to be 
a sweetheart — watching “A Bug’s 
Life” with the guy the show set 
up to weird him out, helping two 
of the jurors start their romance 
and even taking the blame for a 
toilet-clogging poo to save actor 
James Marsden (an alternate 
juror) the embarrassment.  

Gladden believed he signed 
on to a documentary about life 
on a jury. While some of the wild 
antics made him suspicious, he 
did not catch on that the entire 
life he was living was a fraud. 

| see AGUIRRE, page 5 |

Kimberly 
Aguirre
COMIC RELIEF

By KIMBERLy AGuIRRE
Associate Managing Editor 

“Spider-Man: Into the Spider-
Verse” was the best movie of 2018, 
and maybe the best movie of the de-
cade. Why not call it the best movie 
ever? It’s daring, ambitious, beauti-
ful, heartfelt, funny and practically 
perfect in every way. 

Making a sequel to perfection is 
a dangerous task. There’s a legacy 
to be ruined with a sequel. Yet, Sony 
chose to take on the challenge. 

Thankfully, with “Spider-Man: 
Across the Spider-Verse,” direc-
tors Joaquim Dos Santos, Kemp 
Powers, Justin K. Thompson and 
the entire crew created a mo-
re-than-worthy successor to the 
Academy Award-winning precursor. 

Most importantly, “Across the 
Spider-Verse” is an absolute visual 
feast. “Into the Spider-Verse” was 
groundbreaking in its combina-
tion of modern computer anima-
tion with hand-drawn art. The an-
imators brought comic books to 
life and combined worlds into one 
captivating extravaganza.  

Seeing black-and-white Spider-
Man Noir, anime-style Peni Parker 
and cartoon-like talking-pig Peter 
Porker all next to each other cre-
ated a spectacle like no other. Each 
frame was a work of art, deserving a 
place in the finest art museums.  

Somehow, the sequel is even 
more beautiful. The animators 
were even more ambitious this time 
around, throwing in even more art 
styles — even incorporating a de-
lightful Lego animation scene. 

While even the worst script would 
seem like a masterpiece when paired 
with the brilliant art of the Spider-
Verse, “Across the Spider-Verse” does 
not disappoint story-wise.  

“Across the Spider-Verse” re-
turns the audience to the life of 
Miles Morales (Shameik Moore) a 
year after he and his fellow Spider-
People saved the multiverse from 
total annihilation. Throughout the 
2018 film, Miles is mentored by a 
Peter Parker who is down in the 
dumps (Jake Johnson) and grows 
close to a young Gwen Stacy (Hailee 
Steinfeld) once they are all thrown 
into Miles’ dimension. 

At the end of the movie, they are 
separated. “Across the Spider-Verse” 

brings them back together, albeit, 
not for the best reasons. 

Gwen especially gets her shin-
ing moment in the 140-minute 
screen time. The movie even starts 
in Gwen’s dimension rather than 
Miles.’ The viewer learns more about 
Gwen in five minutes than in the en-
tire last film, and she deserves it. 

However, it’s good that the mov-
ie eventually transitions to focus on 
Miles, who truly makes the movie 
what it is. The other Spider-People are 
entertaining and some, like Gwen, 
deserve a substantive storyline, but 
Miles is the heart of the film. The 
15-year-old is suffering normal high 
school woes while harboring possibly 
the biggest secret of all time and feel-
ing isolated from his Spider-Friends 
who are dimensions away. 

What he doesn’t know is that all 
of his friends are a part of an elite 
team of Spider-People working to 
preserve the “canon” and stop in-
ter-dimensional fractures. 

Plus, there is a new villain on the 
rise. Spot (Jason Schwartzman) is 
a scientist who worked on the par-
ticle collider in “Into the Spider-
Verse.” Spot found his life ruined 
by the destruction of the collider, 
which the Spider-People brought 
about by saving the world. His body 
was left almost completely blank, 
aside from some intangible spots 

which he later finds out allows him 
to travel across dimensions. 

However, Spot is pretty much 
missing in action after a few ini-
tial fights. While this is disappoint-
ing, as the fight scenes with Spot 
are some of the most exciting in the 
film, it makes space for an even scar-
ier villain: Miguel O’Hara (Oscar 
Isaac), the Spider-Man in charge of 
the league and preserving the canon. 

Miguel is a worthy opponent who 
is able to be both understood and 
hated. It’s his work that provides 
most of the substance — and 
heartbreak — for the film. 

The new league of Spider-People 
brought with it some absolute-
ly top-notch additions to the big 
screen. From the charismatic Pavitr 
Prabhakar (Karan Soni) — the Spider-
Man of Mumbattan —, the hilarious-
ly broody Ben Reilly (Andy Samberg) 
— the Scarlet Spider — and, most im-
portantly, Peter Parkedcar — a car 
who is also a Spider-Being.

While John Mulaney’s Spider-Ham 
stole every scene in “Into the Spider-
Verse,” “Across the Spider-Verse” 
sees Spider-Punk — played by the 
ineffable Daniel Kaluuya — as the 
highlight in a movie that already feels 
good enough to be a highlight reel. 

Spider-Punk is a British activ-
ist and punk-rocker who doesn’t 
play by the rules of Spider-League. 

Effortlessly cool and quick-witted, 
Spider-Punk does what he wants 
and steals the audience’s heart 
along the way. He also brings in the 
best animation of the entire film. 
Reminiscent of the U.K. ‘70s punk 
scene, Spider-Punk takes over the 
screen with what look like paper 
cutouts and Sex Pistols-like letter-
ing. The magazine-clipping guitar 
always strapped to his back ties the 
package together perfectly. 

In its two hours and 20 minutes, 
the movie is able to establish new re-
lationships, give multiple characters 
their chance in the spotlight and set 
up an absolutely epic battlefield for 
the third film (because, yes, the story 
will be told over two movies). The next 
film, “Spider-Man: Beyond the Spider-
Verse,” is set to be released next year. 

While realizing that “Across the 
Spider-Verse” is a two-parter was 
initially soul-crushing, the cre-
ators’ decision to split the story in 
half is absolutely justifiable. Even 
if “Across the Spider-Verse” lacked 
some action at parts, it was never 
a bore. Every moment added value. 

“Spider-Man: Across the Spider-
Verse” is another f lawless addi-
tion to the canon by Sony. Well, 
f lawless besides the fact that hav-
ing to wait more than 10 months 
to see what happens next is an ab-
solutely criminal offense. 

 ‘Across the Spider-Verse:’ Film of the year 

By GIAnnA CAnTO 
Staff Writer 

Mother Nature must have heard 
that the boys were back in town, 
because Los Angeles’ June gloom 
took a temporary turn for the better 
this past weekend, just in time for 
boygenius’ return. Cloudless skies 
and a cool summer breeze welcomed 
concert-goers to Brookside at the 
Rose Bowl June 3 for the L.A. iteration 
of the Re:SET Concert Series. The 
scenic lawn and swaying trees 
provided an idyllic backdrop for a 
day full of remarkable performances 
from the likes of boygenius, Clairo, 
Dijon and Bartees Strange.

The Re:SET Concert Series is a 
string of festivals that occur across 
the country every weekend of June. 
Each weekend, the festival takes place 
simultaneously in three cities, with 
each of the three headliner groups in-
terchanging locations each day. In this 
way, Re:SET hopes to break away from 
the “cookie-cutter” nature of summer 
tours and festivals, providing audienc-
es with a conflict-free “leisurely day” 
of music from artists they love.

The L.A. festivities began June 
2, with Steve Lacy performing 
alongside James Blake, Toro Y Moi 
and Fousheé. These performances 
continued on Sunday and were led 
by LCD Soundsystem, with Jamie 
XX, Idles and Big Freedia. 

Throughout the weekend, these 
three groups would alternate headlin-
ing performances in San Diego, L.A. 
and the Bay Area, partnering with 
Propeller to auction VIP upgrades at 
each show in support of local charities. 

A swarm of fans flocked to the 
Rose Bowl for Saturday’s L.A. show, 
a parade of personal style and 
homemade merch, with multiple fans 
boasting DIY T-shirts with lyrics from 
their boygenius favorites. Bartees 
Strange kicked off the afternoon 
with a powerful set, blending soulful 
ballads like “Stone Meadows” with 
modern indie rock and emo-inspired 
tracks like “Boomer.”

Dijon soon followed, projecting 
an eagle-eye view of his stage setup, 
reminiscent of the studio depicted 
in the cover for his debut album 
“Absolutely.” His set felt like a jam 
session, as the audience bounced to 
his and the band’s harmonic grooves 
during tracks like “Talk Down,” “The 
Dress” and “Big Mike’s.” 

Living The 
Boygenius
experience 
boygenius played the Rose 
Bowl June 3 with Clairo, 
Dijon and Bartees Strange.

| see BOYGENIUS, page 5 |Trenyce Tong | Daily Trojan

Amazon Freevee

James Marsden and Ishmel Sahid are two of the actors starring 
in Amazon Freevee’s “Jury Duty.” The sitcom came out April 7.
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As the sun fell, Clairo ushered in 
the night with her trademark vulner-
ability, turning out a simultaneously 
heart-wrenching and crowd-pleasing 
setlist. She took the audience on an 
emotional roller coaster, sandwich-
ing the deeply personal “Alewife” 
between crowd favorites “North” 
and “Softly,” even playing “Little 
Changes” live for the first time since 
September. She ended the night with 
a rapturous performance of “Bags” 
that had the entire lawn dancing in 
unison, leaving them revved-up and 
ready for boygenius.

Representatives from the 
Tongva tribe sang a blessing of the 
land, providing a meaningful re-
minder of where the beauty of the 
venue came from.  

Stomachs dropped with every 
pause in the pre-show music as the sea 
of fans waited in restless anticipation. 
Suddenly, like a call to arms burst-
ing from the speakers, sounded Thin 
Lizzy’s “The Boys are Back in Town.” 

The lights dimmed and the crowd 
erupted in fervorous excitement as 
cameras panned to find boygenius 
under a spotlight off-stage, huddled 
around a single microphone. The 
magic of their friendship exists in 
a world of its own creation, and as 
Julien Baker, Lucy Dacus and Phoebe 
Bridgers sang “Without You Without 
Them,” they welcomed the crowd to 
join them in this stunning reality, 
ushering the audience through the 
wardrobe and into Narnia. 

They took to the stage in coor-
dinated yet distinct Thom Browne 
uniforms as Baker rang in the char-
acteristic opening strums to their 
song “$20.” As the song approached 
its pinnacle, both Bridgers and the 
audience broke out in an ear-rup-
turing crescendo of symphonic 
screams, with every person in at-
tendance yelling “I know you have 
$20!” at the top of their lungs. 

“It was a very communal ex-
perience,” said Miranda Shapiro, 
a fan of the band who attended 
Saturday’s concert. “Everyone was 
screaming together and dancing 
together, especially during ‘Not 

Strong Enough,’ [it] was really fun 
with a bunch of people.”

The band held the audience in 
a trance for nearly two hours as 
they performed their entire dis-
cography, including all 18 songs 
from their debut EP “boygen-
ius” and recently released album 
“the record.” Even so, the crowd 
begged for more, and the band re-
turned for an encore. The night 
ended with Dacus’ “Please Stay,” 
Baker’s “Favor” and Bridgers’ 
“Graceland Too” as every mem-
ber performed a song from each 
of their solo catalogs. 

“My favorite thing about boygen-
ius is that, even though they’re all art-
ists I love individually, I feel like they 
find ways to work in their own styles 
together and just create something so 
unique to them,” said Faith Bennett, 
another fan of the band. “I feel like you 
can hear a blend of each person’s mu-
sic in every song, and I think it’s just 
the coolest thing ever.”

The band’s camaraderie is tru-
ly one of a kind. If it wasn’t already 
clear from the harmony in their mu-
sic, it was made clearer by the looks 
of pure joy on their faces and their 
interactions on stage. 

“You get to see how much they all 
love each other, which is such a special 
thing,” said Shapiro about seeing the 
band perform live. “Especially during 
‘Graceland Too’ when [Phoebe] was 
staring at Julien, singing to her, that 
was so beautiful to see.”

Multiple group hugs occurred 
throughout the show, one of which 
resulted in Bridgers and Dacus tack-
ling each other to the floor, pulling 
a guitar-wielding Baker down with 
them mid-shred during the climatic 
ending of “Salt in the Wound.” Their 
love for each other is seeped into 
the fabric of the band, and is exactly 
what makes them so special. 

“Just seeing how much they care 
about each other, seeing them hug-
ging and interacting on stage, you 
can tell they’re friends,” said Kyla 
Gordon, fan of the band and a USC 
sophomore majoring in earth and en-
vironmental sciences. “I think it just 
added so much to the experience.”

BOyGEnIus | LA lights the 
stage for Re:Set Concert
| continued from page 4 |

In the recently released 
commentary, Gladden said he was 
“a little disappointed” when he 
met the actors at the wrap dinner 
because he had grown fond of their 
characters. Gladden appears to be a 
good sport, and the show paints him 
in an incredible light, calling him a 
“hero” and, yes, he did get $100,000, 
so maybe it’s all good. Gladden really 
was never the butt of the joke. 

Still, when everyone is likening 
the show to “The Truman Show” 
(1998), maybe some flags need to be 
raised. Gladden admitted to being 
“paranoid” after the show ended, 
believing he was still being filmed. He 
has since reacclimated and, according 
to social media, the cast is still all 
friends. It’s cute and fun and no one 
got hurt from the experiment. 

However, that’s just Gladden’s 
story. 

Nathan Fielder’s “The 
Rehearsal” premiered last year 
and proved that Fielder is a 
mad genius. The premise of the 
show started as each episode 
focusing on a different person 
meticulously rehearsing for 
life moments that should be 
uncontrollable in hopes of 
preparing for when they really 
happen. It devolves into Fielder 
hiring multiple child actors to 
pretend to be his child, living an 
almost 24/7 alternate life. 

While “Jury Duty” is clearly a 
lighthearted matter, “The Rehearsal” 
is more thought-provoking. It often 
feels exploitative, but that might just 
be the larger social commentary. 

Fielder cycles through child 
actors in accordance with child 
labor laws but pretends they are 
all his son, “Adam.”  They go about 
the average day-to-day family 
activities — playing, going to 
school, having dinner with his co-
parent Angela. Obviously, this is all 
Fielder’s master rehearsal, but the 
show makes it seem as though he 
sometimes gets lost in the fantasy. 

After six brutal episodes, Fielder 
and the crew are ready to wrap up. 
Except one of the fake sons, child 

actor Remy, who refuses to believe 
Fielder isn’t his actual father. What 
ensues is a meltdown, with the five 
year old wanting to stay with his 
“daddy,” Fielder. 

What follows is an absolute 
gut-wrenching episode as Fielder 
attempts to undo the damage, even 
rehearsing how he will do so. 

How much of “The Rehearsal” is 
scripted or planned is one of life’s 
greatest mysteries. Every day I have 
to gaslight myself into believing 
that the entirety of the show is fake 
just to remove the image of Remy 
sobbing from my mind. 

It’s impossible to confirm 
anything involving the authenticity 
of “The Rehearsal” — the Redditors 
and YouTube video essayists have 
tried to no avail. 

Still, Remy’s mom said that Remy 
doesn’t really understand what acting 
is yet. Maybe that’s just another 
misdirect or maybe that’s proof of 
truth. It’s easy to fall into a loop when 
dissecting “The Rehearsal.” 

Even if Remy is all good, child 
acting, in general, has long been 
disputed. Maybe “The Rehearsal” 
is simply bringing attention to 
the ethical dilemma. 

With both “Jury Duty” and “The 
Rehearsal,” it can be scary to see 
the doors opened to this type of 
content. Prank shows — and again, 
the nasty YouTube pranksters — 
have been around forever, but “Jury 
Duty” and “The Rehearsal” brought 
a new vulnerability to the medium. 

Perhaps more TV shows will 
experiment with blurring the 
lines of reality, and the long-term 
effects on whoever is left out of 
the joke are yet to be discovered. 
But, at the end of the day, I will be 
streaming “The Rehearsal” season 
two as soon as it drops.

 
Kimberly Aguirre is a rising 

junior writing about comedy in 
her column, “Comic Relief.” She 

is also an associate managing 
editor at the Daily Trojan.  

AGuIRRE | Exploring ethical dilemmas 
in the world of comedy and sitcoms
| continued from page 4 |

Amazon Freevee

Oregon native and San Diego-based project manager Ronald Gladden 
was the center of the comedic social experiment “Jury Duty.”

scan For dates
and prices!

Coming this 
summer!

Trojan Kids Camp (TKC) 
is a sports and 

academic day camp 
serving community 

youth ages 9-15.

For more information
Contact Cynthia Brass

at (213)740-9252
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Classified ads:may be placed in Student Union 400,  
Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – noon and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Call (213) 740-2707:for more information. Classified ads 
cannot be taken over the phone and require advance 
payment. No refunds on cancelled classified ads. 
Visit www.dailytrojan.com/ads: for more rates, 
information, and policies.

Classified Line Ad: Daily: $10.00 for 15 words or fewer, 35¢ 
for each additional word • Weekly: (5 consecutive insertions) 
$45.00 for 15 words or fewer,  $1 each additional word
Classified Display Ad: Daily: $14.25 per column inch  • 
Weekly: (5 consecutive insertions) $64.00 per column inch • 
Monthly: (20 consecutive insertions) $239.50 per column inch

000 · Rentals

100 · Property Sales

200 · Help Wanted

300 · Services

400 · Merchandise

500 · Transportation

600 · Miscellaneous

700 · Announcements
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ACROSS

 1 Beer pong needs

 5 Part of a 
Halloween 
costume, maybe

10 French wine 
cocktail

13 Mythological 
meanie

14 Underway, 
to Sherlock 
Holmes

15 Medical fluids

16 Vicious pet 
handler’s 
query?

19 Barnyard male

20 Western bloc 
with a single 
currency

21 “Full Frontal” host 
Samantha

23 Unwelcoming

26 Georgia, for 
most of the 
20th century, in 
brief 

27 Cranberry 
harvest site

28 Observation 
when the 
collection plate 
is overflowing?

32 Himalayan 
capital, as it’s 
sometimes 
spelled

33 Fresh start?

34 “Frozen” queen

35 Obama health 
law, for short

37 Dog ___ 
(potential locale 
for a Pawmates 
meetup)

41 Stubborn Seuss 
character, with 
“the”

44 Alternative to 
United or Delta

47 “So much for my 
theory that the 
universe has no 
end”?

51 Nickname that 
might drop -han 

52 Sex columnist 
Savage

53 Language in 
which “Nebraska” 
means “flat river”

54 Summer coat?
55 Seize hastily
58 Target of an 

uppercut punch
60 Britney Spears 

classic ... or 
a confession 
applicable to 
three answers in 
this puzzle?

65 Pre-calc course
66 Cuts out
67 Requests
68 The Kraken, on 

scoreboards
69 Look after
70 Seehorn of 

“Better Call Saul”
DOWN

 1 Intimidate
 2 “Not this again!”
 3 Some 

occupations?
 4 Dry, as vino
 5 Pamphlet or palm 

leaf, in a pinch
 6 “100 Years ... 

100 Movies” org.
 7 Composer’s mark
 8 Lose one’s shirt, 

say
 9 Adds to the mix
10 Skywalker 

mentor
11 Attach, as a 

patch
12 Common topping 

for steak tartare
15 Declares, 

informally
17 Bestie, in Bolivia
18 Dessert that 

sounds like 
a cause for a 
lawsuit

21 Peloton 
equipment

22 Abbr. at the end 
of a series

24 Comic-___

25 Skywalker 
mentor

29 Floor

30 Bygone Venetian 
coin

31 Invitation to a 
hitchhiker

36 “Are not” retort

38 Treatment for 
some jeans

39 Figure of 
interest?

40 Had no doubt

42 “Me too,” stiffly

43 Tic-tac-toe marks

45 Newbie newt

46 Popular Spanish 
wine

47 Metal bars

48 In abundance

49 Sweet spot?

50 Eventually

56 Certain umami 
source, for short

57 Garfield’s pal in 
the funnies

59 Vegan substitute 
for gelatin

61 “The Addams 
Family” cousin

62 General 
associated with 
Chinese food

63 Mike’s partner in 
candy

64 D.C. group 
engaged in 
[REDACTED]
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ACROSS

 1 Scratch the 
surface of, say

 4 Record of the 
Year at the 1983 
Grammys

10 Indication of an 
operation

14 Bit of samurai 
attire

15 Refer (to)

16 Play part

17 Lose crispness, as 
cereal

18 What “x” might 
mean

20 Suppress

22 See 54-Across

23 Oda ___ Brown, 
Whoopi Goldberg’s 
role in “Ghost”

24 Lets loose

26 A little after the 
hour

28 Loved one

29 Go back and forth, 
in a way

32 Some farmer’s 
market setups

33 Glare reducer

34 Flexible

37 Demon in 
Japanese folklore

38 With 31-Down, 
proceeds from 
the sale of an 
asset … or a hint 
to understanding 
six answers in this 
puzzle

39 Compadre

42 “Hollywood” 
vis-à-vis the film 
industry, e.g.

43 ___ Alto

44 You might calmly 
tell someone not 
to do this

47 Holy ___

48 Newspaper 
section

49 Like many 
invitations 
nowadays

52 Kind of identity

54 With 22-Across, 
former senator 
whose name can 
be spelled using 
only the letters in 
NEBRASKA (his 
home state)

55 Horace was one, 
notably

58 Mag that began 
endorsing political 
candidates in 
2014

59 Sweetheart

62 Lead-in to goblin

63 Name that can be 
heard phonetically 
somewhere in this 
clue

64 More discerning

65 Brian of ambient 
music

66 Dungeonlike

67 Metal workers?

68 GPS display: Abbr.

DOWN

 1 Criminal patterns, 
in brief

 2 Overflow with

 3 Writer Morrison

 4 Get in hot water, 
say

 5 N.F.L. cornerback 
Apple

 6 Charitable relief

 7 Helicon, e.g., 
musically 
speaking

 8 Oft-abbreviated 
Latin phrase

 9 Short

10 Colombo’s 
country, in 
Olympics 
shorthand

11 Scammer

12 What the Rays 
and Jays are in, 
for short

13 Fresh starts

19 Kind of soup

21 Material that’s bad 
for the mouth?

25 Drops in the gym?

27 Bench press 
target

30 Pedigree 
competitor

31 See 38-Across

35 Ailment treated 
with a warming 
compress

36 Not as fierce

38 Former name of 
Colombo’s country

39 Fellows

40 California concert 
site featured in 
the documentary 
“Gimme Shelter”

41 Some corp. 
takeovers

42 Hospital 
diagnostic, for 
short

43 Fashion designer 
Rabanne

44 Like an otter’s feet

45 Mark in the World 
Golf Hall of Fame

46 Jeannette who 
was the first 
woman elected to 
Congress (1916)

50 “King Lear” son

51 Summer music

53 Some laptops

56 Toe-jam?

57 In ___ 
(completely)

60 Sign

61 Final number, say
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2 BDRM / 1 BATH SPACIOUS (1,400 SQ FT) UPSTAIRS UNIT

(6-28)

with city view, recently upgraded, with new appliances, stove, fridge, 
and washer/dryer for rent. 1107 3rd Avenue, Unit #4, Los Angeles, 
CA 90019. Located in the lovely Country Club Park Section of Los 
Angeles. $2,500/month rent. For more information, please contact 

Danita Tabron at (310) 464-5911 or Danita@kw.com. 
A virtual tour of the unit: http://apts.com/

DANCO HOUSING

(6-28)

Now Renting 2023-2024 School Year

All units located just a few blocks from campus.
We have bachelor, single, 1 bdrm, 2 bdrm,

3 bdrm and 4 bdrm units available.
Starting as low as $975/month.

If interested, call: (310) 842-8234;
e-mail: Dancohousing@aol.com

or visit us at: www.Dancohousing.com

FULLY FURNISHED 3 BED / 3 BATH
2 blocks from campus, $5,200/month, 8/15/23 - 7/31/24. Parking, 

free WiFi included, utilities for $65/month, in unit laundry. Pets 
considered. Olga (310) 892-5985. 1320 W. 37th Street, Unit A. (7)

Renovated to perfection (1,100 sq. ft). Perfect for two people. Available to 
move any time. 1155 1/2 W. 24th Street. Gated, A/C, dishwasher, stove, 

refrigerators, in-unit washer/dryer, granite countertop, gated parking. 
Cozy front & back patio. Tenants pay for all utilities. Trams stop in front. 

$2,320/month. Call, Text, or WhatsApp to (213) 999-9997 or 
E-mail: Office@StudentHousingNearUSC.com. It won’t last.

HUGE ONE BEDROOM/ONE BATH VICTORIAN HOMEHUGE ONE BEDROOM/ONE BATH VICTORIAN HOME

(6-28)

ROOMS IN QUIET HOUSE. Near 
supermarket, tram C, A/C, shared 
bathrooms, includes washer/dryer, 
utilities, $1,100/month. (323) 201-7102.
                                                           (6-7)

ROOMS

000 Rentals

NEW LUXURY 
APARTMENT
Offering Private Rooms + 

Private Bathrooms
All Utilities Included. 

Call, Text or E-mail To Receive 
Pictures & Additional Info

Tony (213) 706-1144
tony@venicci.com
2651 S. Hobart Blvd. (6-14)

FURNISHED ROOMS 
AVAILABLE NOW

2 blocks from USC. Shared full 
kitchen. 1 room with private bath. 

All others shared bath. Gated 
parking option available. Call for 

pricing. (323) 766-1156 (6-28)

CHARMING
CRAFTSMAN HOUSES

Rooms in quiet shared houses.
Short walk to USC. A/C, shared kitchen, 

microwave, cable, internet, TV, 
washer/dryer, free utilities. 

1188 W. 28th St. • 1475 W. 28th St.
Summer $600+/mo. • Fall $1,000+/mo.

Call (213) 713-7440 (6-14)

INTERN SPECIAL. Available 3 
rooms. Each $800/month for the sum-
mer,  utilities included, shared living 
space. studenthousing1492@hotmail.
com, (323) 868-1864.                     (6-21)

in THE BARMORE and 
COHN MANSIONS

Furnished private rooms, use of 
entire house, utilities and wireless 
internet included. Gated parking 
available. Bus or bike to school.

Starting at $920/month

Call Ben Davis @ (213) 327-8055
E-mail: bendavis@jps.net

Private rooms for 
USC grad students

(6-28)

APARTMENTS

MARDI GRAS & 
MARDETTE

APARTMENTS
Pre-Leasing for Fall 2023

Move-in Special

(6-28)

Bachelor (kitchenette) $2,000/month
Studio (full kitchen) $2,200/month

1+1 from $2,600/month
1+2 from $2,800/month
2+2 from $3,600/month

WALK TO CAMPUS.
Some upgraded units include: 
stove, refrigerator, microwave, 

dishwasher, A/C.
Pool, laundry, elevator

& cameras onsite.
Gated entry, bike rack &

intercom system for deliveries.  
FREE Parking.

Maintenance on site. 
Water, trash & sewer paid.

720 West 27th Street &
2707 Portland Street

E-mail:
mardigras@hpgmanagement.com

Call: 213-747-5200
Text: 323-896-9702

5 BED / 5 BATH FRONT UNIT
 1 block from campus, $7,500/month, 
($1,500/bedroom), 8/15/23 - 7/31/24. 

Parking, A/C, heat, in unit laundry. 
Utilities for $65/month. Pets considered. 

Olga (310) 892-5985. 
1205 W. 37th Drive. (6-7)

2 BEDROOM/1 BATH APART-
MENT in historic West Adams area. 
Security cameras and gated parking. 
1 parking space per unit. Please call 
(626) 660-6062 with questions. No 
texting. Rent is $2,400/month.   (6-28)

SECOND FLOOR, 1 BEDROOM/1 
BATH APARTMENT in East Los 
Angeles. Please call (626) 660-6062 
with questions. No texting. Rent is 
$1,600/month.                                  (6-28)

HOUSE/CONDO

2-STORY, 5 BDRM / 3 BATH USC 
SECURITY ZONE. 3408 S. Budlong 
Avenue, Los Angeles, CA 90007. Per-
fect layout for students! 4 minutes to 
USC. $5,500/month, hardwood floors, 
lots of natural light. This will go fast! 
vinnie@hubilu.com, (310) 740-4385.
                                                         (6-28)

JRN ENTERPRISE LLC

3 Bdrm/ 2 Bath Inglewood House.
Short Term, Available Now, 10 Minutes 
from USC. See website for pricing and 

additional information:
https://www.furnishedfinder.com/

property/465405_1
Contact Tomarsha (626) 394-6161

7 BDRM / 3 BATH HOME USC 
SECURITY ZONE. 1557 W. 29th 
Street, Los Angeles, CA 90007. Perfect 
layout for students! 1 mile to USC. 
$7,000/month, hardwood floors, lots 
of natural light! This will go fast! 
vinnie@hubilu.com, (310) 740-4385.
                                                          (6-28)

SUMMER LEASE. June/July.
1 bdrm/1 bath house, furnished, gar-
den, includes internet/utilities/washer. 
30 minute walk to Los Angeles Gen-
eral Medical Center. 
crlmk10@gmail.com                       (5-31)

OFF-CAMPUS

200 Help Wanted

300 seRvices

MISCELLANEOUS

THE TRUSTED AUTO 
REPAIR EXPERTS

Trojan Midas 
2424 S. Figueroa St. | 213-749-3488

Tires. Brakes. Oil. Everything

15% DISCOUNT
with USC Student or Staff ID

71048_LOSANG_571_DlrFlyr_032020_1.8x2.indd   13/11/20   10:47 AM

NEED UNDERGRAD TO HELP 
WITH BOOK PROJECT; need ex-
perience with all types of citations 
(CMOS or similar), including citing 
websites, videos, mp3’s: anything on 
the internet. Or if you’re a quick study 
and know Zotero (or EndNotes) to 
help capture sources from web and 
place them in the 120,000 word man-
uscript then this should work out. 
Book is bio of musician Kevin Shields 
(MBV). Send questions to: 
MBVbook72@gmail.com. Pay $20/hr. 
Negotiable depending on skills. Need 
someone ASAP. Min. 8 hours; prob-
ably 16 or 20. Work done in my house 
in Silverlake with my cats and wife. 
Not remote. Will pay or arrange a ride 
if need be. This is a legit short term 
job and you might learn a little about 
the publishing industry and how it’s 
changing, if of interest.                   (6-7)

CLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@dailytrojan.com

(213) 740-2707
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campaigns. In 2021-22, she did 
not start a league match, as she 
had to fight for a place in Chelsea’s 
hyper-competitive squad, but the 
younger James improved massively 
in her second season. 

She did not start week-in, 
week-out for Chelsea in the 2022-
23 season that just wrapped, 
but that’s more a ref lection 
of the Blues’ ridiculous depth 
than a knock on James’ quality; 
Hayes rotates her starting XIs 
frequently to give her top players 
a roughly equal share of minutes. 

James started 15 of the 22 
Women’s Super League matches, 
coming off the bench in an 
additional three games. She scored 
five goals and provided two assists, 
her best combined goals and assists 
record in the top flight to date.

Opposing defenders simply do 
not want to see the ball at James’ 
feet. She offers more of a goal 
threat when she plays on the left 
wing, where she can then cut inside 
to shoot on her stronger right foot, 
but James can do damage from 
either side of the pitch. 

At nearly 5-foot-9-inches, James 
uses her size to her advantage, 
shielding the ball well and striding 
past defenders with a tight 
dribbling style. She is one of the rare 
attacking players who appears to 
paralyze the defense when the ball 
arrives at her feet because she can 
hurt teams in myriad ways. 

When she decides to run at 
defenders, James usually wins. 
According to FBref, she averages 
2.55 successful take-ons per 
match — in the 94th percentile 
among her positional peers 

— meaning she dribbles past two 
or more defenders most games. 

But James is also a smart passer 
who keeps the ball circulating when 
an opportunity to drive forward 
doesn’t present itself. Her 79.2% 
pass completion rate ranks in the 
99th percentile. James isn’t afraid to 
get stuck in with a tackle when her 
team loses the ball either, with 1.68 
tackles per 90 minutes. 

Chelsea has plenty of quality 
attackers in the team. Sam Kerr 
scored 12 goals and had five 
assists in 2022-23 for the Blues. 
Guro Reiten, who plays James’ 
preferred left wing position, just 
played perhaps the best season 
of her career, with nine goals 
and 11 assists in the WSL. No 
player has a guaranteed place in 
this Chelsea side, so James will 
have to keep improving to justify 

her continued inclusion. But at 
21 years old, she may have the 
highest ceiling of them all.

Look back to the list of elite 
family duos I provided in the 
first line. You’ll notice that all of 
them are the same gender as their 
siblings, and as a result played in 
the same competitions. Lauren and 
Reece James have an opportunity to 
stand out in this regard; the success 
of one sibling does not diminish the 
accomplishments of the other. 

In that list, you can easily name 
which sibling achieved more than 
the other. Serena Williams won 16 
more Major titles in tennis than 
Venus did. Eli Manning might 
have as many Super Bowl rings as 
his brother, but Peyton was the 
NFL MVP five times, something 
Eli never accomplished. Pau Gasol 
won back-to-back titles with the 

Lakers and made six All-Star 
appearances, while Marc has 
one ring and only three All-Star 
jerseys framed in his house. 

By the time their careers end, 
Lauren and Reece James could 
have scarily similar resumes. 
Over 100 England caps each? 
You bet. Multiple English and 
Champions League titles? It’s 
very possible. 

If both James siblings stay 
largely injury-free in the next 
decade, they will lead their 
Chelsea and England’s men’s and 
women’s teams to the pinnacle of 
European football. 

Jack Hallinan is a rising junior 
writing about the top wonderkids 

in men’s and women’s soccer in his 
column, “Rising Ballers,” which 

runs every other Wednesday. 

HALLInAn | James is on a meteoric rise to the top of women’s football
| continued from page 8 |

Toward the end of the season, the 
Trojans beat UCLA one last time 
before they went on to win the Pac-12 
regular season championship and, 
eventually, the Pac-12 tournament 
in late April. Although USC was led 
by veterans senior Stefan Dostanic 
and graduate student Bradley 
Frye, the performances put on 
by sophomores Ryan Colby, Peter 
Makk and Wojtek Marek helped 
push the Trojans to yet another 
championship-winning season.

Women’s soccer upsets No. 1 
UCLA

In its first victory over UCLA since 
2015, USC women’s soccer took down 
the No. 1 Bruins 2-0 in a game that 
crushed the Bruins’ hopes of a Pac-
12 title. The win pushed the Trojans 
into the postseason with a 4-0 record 

against ranked opponents.
USC got off to a fast start, with 

redshirt senior defender Kaylin 
Martin putting the ball in the back 
of the net in the 15th minute off an 
assist from sophomore defender 
Kayla Colbert. Just 14 minutes later, 
junior midfielder Zoe Burns put the 
Trojans up two goals after slotting 
home a penalty kick.   

The Trojans survived the 
Bruins’ attack thanks to graduate 
student Anna Smith’s phenomenal 
goalkeeping. Smith had five saves as 
USC shut out the Bruins, something it 
hadn’t done since 2015.

Baseball wins series at home 
against UCLA for the first 

time since 2005
Although the Bruins won the se-

ries opener 9-3, USC bounced back 
and won the second game 5-1 when 

senior infielder Johnny Olmstead 
starred and went 2-3 with a home 
run and two RBI. With the series 
tied 1-1,  the Trojans had a chance to 
win home a series against UCLA for 
the first time since 2005. 

Heading into the bottom of the 
ninth inning, the game was tied at 
5 apiece and senior outfielder Cole 
Gabrielson stepped up to the plate 
as the Trojans’ last batter before ex-
tra innings. With the count at 5-5, 
Gabrielson smashed one just over the 
right outfielder, giving the Trojans the 
run they needed to secure the win at a 
sold-out Dedeaux Field. 

The Trojans and Bruins had 
many fierce battles this season, but 
with both teams heading to the Big 
Ten conference in 2024, this up-
coming season will be the last time 
the two teams face off against each 
other in the Pac-12.

RIVALS | The Trojans took down the 
Bruins 105-85 in the Crosstown Cup
| continued from page 8 |

Louis Chen | Daily Trojan

USC baseball won a home series against the Bruins for the first time in 
18 years and clinched the series in dramatic fashion with a wallkoff win.
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 Summer heat hits USC football recruiting Lauren James 
is one half of 
the next great 
sibling duo

Think about sports’ most iconic 
sibling duos: Serena and Venus 
Williams, Peyton and Eli 

Manning and Pau and Marc Gasol.
It’s time to add another pair to 

that list: Reece and Lauren James.
Reece James, a 23-year-old 

Champions League winner with 
Chelsea F.C., has already had his 
football coming out party. We’re here 
to talk about Lauren James, who also 
plays her club football with Chelsea. 

Lauren James began her club 
career with cross-city rivals 
Arsenal, which has historically 
been England’s best women’s 
team. She trained with the 
Arsenal boys’ teams as a 13-year-
old and quickly rose up to the 
women’s first team, becoming its 
second-youngest player ever at 16. 
As one of English football’s top 
clubs, though, Arsenal seemingly 
couldn’t find the minutes James 
needed to develop, so the young 
attacker looked for a move.

Like her brother, James went 
north to Greater Manchester to 
prove herself before returning to 
the capital city. 

While Reece James continued 
his development on loan at 
Wigan Athletic, Lauren James 
moved on a permanent transfer 
to Manchester United Women in 
2018. At the time, the Women’s 
Red Devils were effectively a 
start-up, having just formed 
that year to compete in 
the revamped FA Women’s 
Championship, the second tier 
of English women’s football. 

United dominated the league, 
winning 18 of 20 matches and 
securing promotion to the 
Women’s Super League with a 
first-place finish. They outscored 
their opponents by an absurd 98 
to 7 goals across the season.

At 17, James quickly showed 
that she was already too good 
for second division football. She 
scored 15 goals in all competitions 
in the 2018-19 season while not 
even playing as a striker. 

James and United continued that 
momentum into their Women’s Super 
League debut. While the league was 
unfortunately unable to complete 
the 2019-20 season because of the 
coronavirus pandemic, when play 
stopped, Manchester United was 
in fourth place out of 12 teams, and 
James required no time to acclimate 
to top-flight football, posting six goals 
in the league and adding two more in 
cup competitions. 

After proving her ability in 
Manchester, it was time for James 
to come home to London. When 
Chelsea Women’s offers you an 
opportunity to play for the club, 
they’re hard to turn down. Chelsea 
Manager Emma Hayes is arguably 
the best coach in women’s football 
and the club has emerged as a 
perennial league-contender under 
her reign, winning seven of the last 
nine top-flight titles. 

James has played a role in 
the last two title-winning 

Robert Westermann | Daily Trojan

USC football Head Coach Lincoln Riley is partaking in his first full-year recruiting cyle at USC and has 
wasted no time in getting marquee players. The Trojans currently have the 20th best recruiting class for 2024.

By THOMAS JOHnSOn
Staff Writer 

All rankings in this article are ac-
cording to the 247 Sports Composite.

If USC fans went on Twitter 
earlier this week, their feeds may 
have been f looded with peace 
sign emojis. And no, that does not 
mean USC and UCLA have finally 
set aside their rivalry. 

Those emojis represent the USC 
victory sign and, when football Head 
Coach Lincoln Riley tweets one out, 

it means he and his staff have landed 
a commitment for their recruiting 
class. Riley made five such tweets 
between Saturday and Monday.

The Trojans only had three 
verbal commitments in their 2024 
recruiting class at the start of June, 
but that number is already up to eight 
after a strong weekend of official 
visitors. A pair of out-of-staters 
in 4-star safety Jarvis Boatwright 
and 3-star offensive tackle Hayden 
Treter were the first to commit 
coming out of the weekend, making 
their decision official Sunday. They 
were quickly followed by 4-star 
cornerback Dakoda Fields, 4-star 
edge rusher Kameryn Fountain 

and 4-star offensive tackle Manasse 
Itete, who all committed Monday.

These new recruits more than 
double the size of the class as they 
join previously-committed 4-star 
wide receiver Xavier Jordan, 
4-star tight end Joey Olsen 
and 3-star running back Bryan 
Jackson. The eight give USC the 
20th-ranked recruiting class in 
college football with six months 
still to go until early signing day.

This 2024 group will be the first 
USC recruiting class to play in the 
Big Ten conference, as that move 
is made official in August 2024. 
Currently, the Trojans have the 
sixth-best recruiting class in their 

USC was able to land five 
verbal commitments from 
recruits in just two days.

soon-to-be conference. USC’s class 
is ranked second in the Pac-12, 
which shows how strong Big Ten 
schools are on the recruiting trail.

While it is still early into the 
recruiting cycle and additional 
commitments will change the 
overall look of the class, the eight 
players committed to the Trojans 
seem to be bucking trends of USC’s 
2023 group, a class that was ranked 
eighth in the country. All three of 
USC’s top signees in 2023 were on 
the offense, while Fountain and 
Fields are both defensive players 
and currently the highest-rated 
players of USC’s commits.

USC’s class still has room to 
grow, as its eight members pale 
in comparison to the top-ranked 
17-player groups of Georgia and 
Michigan or 19-player group of 
Notre Dame. The Trojans hosted 
more high school players this past 
weekend, which might catch them 
up to other schools’ recruiting 
classes. 4-star running back Taylor 
Tatum, 4-star cornerback Zabien 
Brown, 4-star offensive lineman 
Isaiah Garcia and 4-star tight end 
Walter Matthews, among others, 
all visited USC this past weekend. 

The Trojans still do not have a 
quarterback commitment in this 
class so far, missing out on highly-
ranked quarterbacks Dylan Raiola 
and DJ Lagway. USC is still in 
contention for Elijah Brown, who 
attends high school at nearby Mater 
Dei. The Trojans still have Heisman-
winner Caleb Williams and former 
5-star Malachi Nelson on their roster 
as signal callers but are looking 
toward the future of their team.

Brown is just one of multiple 
highly-ranked players at Mater 
Dei and other nearby-California 
schools that the Trojans are 
heavily recruiting. Many of them 
have already scheduled visits 
to USC. 4-star offensive tackle 
DeAndre Carter and Brown are 
both Mater Dei students who 
plan to visit in June, and the 
Trojans will look to lock down 
their signatures during the 
summer. Six of the top 11 players 
in California for this recruiting 
cycle hail from Mater Dei.

More high-level players are 
expected to visit USC in the 
coming weeks, which means 
victory sign emojis will likely pop 
up on Twitter feeds a couple more 
times as the summer goes on.

Jack
Hallinan
RIS ING BALLERS

By ROBeRT WeSTeRMAnn
Staff Writer 

As the city of Los Angeles hosts 
two highly competitive athletic 
institutions in USC and UCLA, the 
Crosstown Cup was created back in 
2001 to determine which school’s 
athletics were stronger during that 
particular year. Points are awarded to 
both schools throughout the head-to-
head matchups: 10 points for a win, 5 
points for a tie and 0 points for a loss. 
The school with the most amount of 
points at the conclusion of athletic 
competition is crowned the winner.

The Trojans reclaimed the 
Crosstown Cup this year 105-85, 
ultimately beating the Bruins 17-
16 in head-to-head competition 
across the 19 sports that both 
schools play. While there are too 

many highlights to note, there are 
a handful that stand out:

Football beats UCLA 48-45 in 
dramatic fashion

Over the last eight years, the 
Trojans have beaten the Bruins six 
times, making USC’s all-time record 
against UCLA 50-33-7. Despite 
starting this year’s game down 14 
points, the Trojans stormed back and 
went into halftime with a one-point 
deficit. Although the Bruins got a 
field goal shortly after the start of the 
second half, USC countered by scoring 
two back-to-back touchdowns in a 
three-minute span to go ahead 34-24 
with momentum on its side.

In the game’s final minutes, UCLA 
forced USC to punt the ball away with 
just 2:21 remaining, giving the Bruins a 
chance to tie the game or take the lead. 
However, the Trojans’ defense, which 
had already forced redshirt senior 
UCLA quarterback Dorian Thompson-
Robinson into three turnovers on the 

night, intercepted him again to seal the 
deal for the Trojans.

Thanks to sophomore quarterback 
Caleb Williams’ career-high 470 pass-
ing yards and redshirt senior running 
back Austin Jones’ then-season-high 
120 rushing yards, the Trojans were 
able to beat the Bruins by three points.  

Women’s water polo 
dominates UCLA over three-

game season series
Throughout another successful 

campaign for USC women’s water 
polo, the Trojans took down the 
Bruins three times on their way to 
an NCAA championship appearance. 
The first of three matchups occurred 
in Irvine, during which the Trojans 
beat the Bruins 10-8 in a tight 
overtime matchup, crowning them 
Triton Invitational champions. 

In its second matchup against UCLA, 
during the Barbara Kalbus Invitational 
in San Diego, USC won 13-10, led by 
2-meter redshirt junior Tilly Kearns and 

redshirt junior driver Alejandra Aznar, 
who had seven goals combined. 

In their final matchup against the 
Bruins this season, the Trojans won 
convincingly by a score of 14-9 in 
their rival’s aquatic center, leaving no 
doubt they were the better team this 
year. Once again, Kearns contributed 
heavily on the offensive end with five 
goals, but redshirt senior driver Paige 
Hauschild led the Trojans in assists 
with six and added three goals.

Season sweep by men’s tennis
USC men’s tennis, like women’s 

water polo, completed a season sweep 
over UCLA, winning three times by a 
score of 12-0 across all three matches. 
Starting their season off strong, the 
Trojans beat UCLA 4-0 to punch their 
ticket to the Intercollegiate Tennis 
Association National Team Indoor 
Championship. A month later, the 
Trojans repeated the same outcome, 
dominantly beating the Bruins 4-0. 

Top moments from this year’s Crosstown Cup
The Trojans bested their 
fierce rivals UCLA in the 
22nd edition of the Cup.

| see RIVALS, page 7 | | see HALLINAN, page 7 |


