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Long Journey - After years of collegiate study and research, doctoral candidates enjoy the pomp and ceremony of USC’s annual commencement.
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Exposition B
oulevard

Main Tent

W
est 34th Street

Hancock
Foundation
Building

Student
Union

Ronald 
Tutor
Campus 
Center

Alumni
Park

Dr. Joseph Medicine
Crow Center for 
International
and Public Affairs

Social
Sciences 
Building

Waite
Phillips
Hall

Taper
Hall

Tommy
Trojan

Leventhal
School of
Accounting
Building

Bridge
Memorial
Hall

Zumberge
Hall

Mudd Hall

Bouvard
Administration
Building

Restrooms

Restrooms Restrooms

C
hilds W

ay

Trousdale Parkway
Tirebiter
Statue

Map is approximate. Please check in at the Main Tent (in front of Tommy Trojan) or 
at the Check-In Tent in front Taper Hall prior to entering the fair.

Tables are in numerical order with #1 starting at West 34th Street (near Taper Hall),  
looping at Downey Way (near Hancock Foundation Building) with #82 and back 
toward West 34th Street ending with #156.

Water Station

Main Tent

Zero Waste
Sort Station

Graduate
Schools Fair

������������������������������
��
�
����
	����
������

Check-In  Tent#26 - #1#45 - #27#63 - #46#82 - #64

#83 - #101 #102 - #120 #121 - #147 #148 - #156

http://bit.ly/uscgradfair23
http://annenberg.usc.edu/progressive
http://bit.ly/uscgradfair23
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Unlike the undergrad-
uate college application 
process, there is no com-
mon application for grad-
uate study (except for pro-
fessional programs like 
Law, Medical, Dental, and 
various Allied Health pro-
grams).  Candidates apply 
to each graduate program 
of interest via an online 
program/school applica-
tion. 

No two graduate pro-
grams and graduate 
schools are exactly the 
same!  As such, each pro-
gram will have unique ap-
plication requirements. 
Please ensure you ful-
ly understand what each 
program is requiring and 
follow their directions 
exactly as requested. If 
you have questions about 
their requirements, please 

contact each program or 
school’s admissions team 
for clarification.

Please use the follow-
ing resources as general 
guidelines while tailoring 

toward the specific re-
quirements each school/
program is looking for.

STATEMENT OF 
PURPOSE/PERSONAL 

STATEMENT:
d o r n s i f e . u s c . e d u /

careerpathways/graduate-
s c h o o l - s t a t e m e n t - o f -
purpose/

LETTERS OF 
RECOMMENDATION:

d o r n s i f e . u s c . e d u /
c a r e e r p a t h w a y s /g r a d -
school-letters-of-rec/

TRANSCRIPTS: 
d o r n s i f e . u s c . e d u /

c a r e e r p a t h w a y s /g r a d -
school-transcripts/

RESUME/
CURRICULUM VITAE 
(CV):

d o r n s i f e . u s c . e d u /
c a r e e r p a t h w a y s /g r a d -
school-resume/

ADDENDA:
d o r n s i f e . u s c . e d u /

c a r e e r p a t h w a y s /g r a d -
school-addenda/

ENTRANCE EXAM 
TESTING:

d o r n s i f e . u s c . e d u /
careerpathways/entrance-
exams/

ENTRANCE EXAMS
The majority of (but not 

all) graduate programs re-
quire applicants to take 
an exam; just like many 
used to require the SAT 
or ACT for undergraduate 
admission, in order to ap-
ply.

•  Among the programs 
that do require the GRE, 
there is variability in how 
much importance each 
program places on it

• Business schools tra-
ditionally require the 
Graduate Management 
Admissions Test (GMAT). 
However, in recent years, 
business schools have 
been increasingly allow-
ing applicants to choose 
between the GRE and 
GMAT and will accept ei-
ther

• International students 
may be required to take 
the TOEFL Exam to prove 
English language compe-
tency. However, usually 
having a Bachelor’s degree 
from the U.S. (USC) will 
waive this requirement 
Typical exams:

• GRE, typically re-
quired for many Graduate 
school programs.

• GMAT, typically re-
quired for Business school

• LSAT, typically re-
quired for Law school

• CBEST & CSET, typical-
ly required for Education 
programs

• MCAT, typically re-
quired for Medical school

• DAT, typically required 
for Dental school

—USC Dornsife 
Career Pathways Pre-

Law and Graduate School 
Advising

Gerontology career prospects have exploded in recent years. People around the globe are 
living longer than ever, creating unprecedented demographic shifts toward an aging 

population. With more growth on the horizon, a USC Leonard Davis education positions you 
for success in a wide array of fields.

USC Leonard Davis offers a wide range of master’s degree programs to achieve your goals. 
We’ll help you find the right fit, whether you’re starting your career or you’re an 

accomplished professional. In addition to on-campus programs, we offer online options for 
our gerontology master’s programs.

Here, at the nation’s first and foremost school of gerontology, you have access to unparalleled 
opportunities to transform the future of aging. A degree from the USC Leonard Davis School 
of Gerontology provides ever-increasing possibilities for you to pursue careers that are both 

meaningful and in high demand.

Master’s and Certificate Programs
• Master of Arts in Aging Services Management

• Master of Arts in Long Term Care Administration

• Master of Science in Applied Technology and 
Aging

• Master of Arts in Senior Living Hospitality

• Master of Arts in Foodservice Management and 
Dietetics

• Graduate Certificate in Gerontology

• Master of Science in Gerontology

• Master of Arts in Gerontology

• Master of Science in Nutritional Science

• Master of Arts in Medical Gerontology

• Master of Science in Nutrition, Healthspan 
and Longevity

• Master of Science in Lifespan, Nutrition 
and Dietetics

PhD Programs and Doctorate Program
• Doctor of Philosophy in Gerontology        • Doctor of Philosophy in Biology of Aging  

• Doctorate of Longevity Arts and Sciences   

Earn a graduate degree from the  

For inquiries email Steven Stumph - stumph@usc.edu or call (213) 740-4760

For more information visit us @  
gero.usc.edu

Graduate School Application Resources Securing Law-related Experiences Before Law School
Strong candidates for law 

school do not need intern-
ships related to law.  On the 
contrary, law schools look 
for candidates with diverse 
backgrounds that will con-
tribute their unique back-
grounds to the classroom.   
We encourage students to 
pick internships in fields 
that they are passionate 
about and seek out intern-
ships in those fields as a 
way to see how a career in 
law might intersect.  Law 
school will teach you law- 
students should use intern-
ships as a way to explore 
what industries are a good 
match. 

The first step in finding 
an internship is the same 
as any other student look-
ing for an internship: Take 
a step back and think about 
what you are passionate 
about and what you value.  
Start to explore the fields 
and organizations that seek 
out candidates with similar 
interests.  These organiza-
tions should become your 
target organizations.  Start 
building an understanding 
of the potential job and in-
ternship titles.  If you want 
to look into the legal de-
partments of the compa-
nies you are interested in, 
this is a great start but not 
necessary.  

Start looking at 
internship postings 
through your school-based 
career center careers.
usc.edu/resources/school-
based-career-services/  and 
the USC Career Center 
usc-csm.symplicity.com/
students/.  

Gaining hands-on ex-
perience is an important 
part of any well-designed 
career development strat-
egy whether you wind up 
applying to law school or 
not. Now is the time to ex-
plore options to determine 
if a career in law is right for 
you. Engaging in intern-
ships and other experien-
tial opportunities is a great 
way to help you make an 
informed decision regard-
ing your future career path. 
Your internships do not 
need to be directly related 
to law!

We highly encourage 
you to focus on internships 
that will help you explore 
your areas of interest and 
broaden your experienc-
es as a whole. Remember- 
law schools are looking for 
well-rounded candidates- 
every candidate should 
bring their unique qualifi-
cations when applying. Use 
internships and other ex-
periential opportunities as 
tools to explore your inter-
ests while demonstrating 
your focus and determina-
tion.  

RESOURCES TO 
SUPPORT YOUR 
INTERNSHIP AND/OR JOB 
SEARCH: 

 

ConnectSC usc-csm.
symplicity.com/students/  
and school-based career 
centers careers.usc.edu/
resources/school-based-
career-services/  are great 
place to start your search

Here are some ideas to 
help you get started:

1. Law Firms: Many law 
firms offer internships 
for pre-law students to 
assist with legal research, 
administrative tasks, and 
gain exposure to different 
practice areas. Websites for 
specific law firms can be 
found through online local 
searches or directories 
including the American 
Bar Association.

americanbar.org/groups/
crsj/about-us/internships/

2. Government Agencies: 
Interning with government 
agencies such as the U.S. 

Department of Justice, 
district attorney’s offices, 
public defender’s offices, 
and other local, state, 
or federal agencies 
can provide valuable 
experience. USAJOBS is the 
official job site for federal 
government internships.

usajobs.gov/
3. Nonprofit Legal 

Organizations: Legal 
nonprofits and public 
interest organizations 
offer internships for pre-
law students to work on 
advocacy, social justice, 
and public policy issues. 
We suggest starting your 
exploration with Idealist.
org– they have a great 
search engine!

4. Corporate Legal 
Departments: Large 
corporations with in-house 
legal teams sometimes 

offer internships for pre-
law students to gain 
insight into corporate 
law and compliance. 
Networking and searching 
on corporate websites are 
helpful in finding such 
opportunities.

5. Courts and Judicial 
Chambers: Interning 
with a court or a judge’s 
chambers can provide 
hands-on experience in 
the legal system. Local 
court websites may have 
internship listings.

6. Legal Aid Societies: 
Local legal aid 
organizations provide legal 
services to individuals 
who cannot afford 
representation. For 
example, websites such 
as the Legal Services 
Corporation list internship 
opportunities. lsc.gov/

7. Law Libraries: Law 
libraries at law schools, 
universities, and legal 
institutions may offer 
part-time jobs for aspiring 
lawyers interested in legal 
research and information 
services.

8. International 
Legal Organizations: 
Some pre-law students 
might seek internships 
with international 
organizations like 
the United Nations or 
international law firms 
with global practices.

—USC Dornsife 
Career Pathways Pre-

Law and Graduate School 
Advising
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Financial assistance for graduate or 
law school may be available in the form of 
grants, loans, fellowships, scholarships, 
teaching stipends, and employer subsidies, 
etc.

Take the time to explore all options- 
you may be able to use multiple sources of 
funding simultaneously!

FELLOWSHIPS
Here are a few resources to help you get 

started on your search for fellowships!  We 
also recommend searching for fellowships 
offered by the specific school(s) you are 
applying to.

Here are a few resources to help you get 
started on your search for fellowships!

ProFellow
2,300+ fellowships and fully funded 

graduate programs
www.profellow.com/

USC Academic Honors and Fellowships 
Office: USC awards

ahf.usc.edu/usc-awards/

USC Academic Honors and Fellowships 
Office: External Fellowship Databases

An amazing and comprehensive list 
of external fellowships and awards 
compiled by the USC Academic Honors 
and Fellowships office. Bookmark this page 
now!

hahf.usc.edu/advising/applicant-
resources/external-databases/

Ford Foundation Fellowship Programs 
(doctoral programs)

sites.nationalacademies.org/PGA/
FordFellowships/index.htm

GRANTS AND SCHOLARSHIPS
• Scholarships for Graduate Students
bold.org/scholarships/by-year/graduate-

students-scholarships/
• CareerOneStop from the US Dept. of 

Labor
careeronestop.org/toolkit/training/find-

scholarships.aspx
• Peterson’s Guide
petersons.com/scholarship-search.aspx
• Broke Scholar
brokescholar.com/
• Fastweb
fastweb.com/content/graduate-students
• Scholarships.com
scholarships.com/
• Merit-Based Scholarships
bold.org/scholarships/by-type/merit-

based/
• UNCF.org—Scholarships for 

Underrepresented Students 
uncf.org/scholarships
• Scholarships for Black Students
bold.org/scholarships/by-demographics/

minorities/black-students-scholarships/
• Hispanic Scholarship Fund (HSF) 

Scholarships 
hsf.net/scholarship
• Asian/Pacific Islander Scholarships
scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-

scholarships/scholarships-by-type/minority-
scholarships/asian-pacific-islander-
scholarships/

• LGBTQ+ Scholarships
bold.org/scholarships/by-demographics/

lgbtq-scholarships/
• USC Asian Pacific Alumni Association 

(APAA) Scholarship
alumni.usc.edu/apaa/scholarships/

• USC Black Alumni Association (BAA) 
Scholarship 

alumni.usc.edu/baa/scholarships/
• USC Latino Alumni Association (LAA) 

Scholarship 
alumni.usc.edu/laa/scholarships/

FINANCIAL AID
Many schools offer their own form of 

financial aid through their individual 
school financial aid programs.

Note: For graduate and school, parents’ 
financial information and potential 
contributions are not included in the 

FAFSA application process.

Explore the online financial aid-related 
resources below:

Federal Financial Aid for Graduate 
Students

Federal Student Aid is the largest 
provider of financial aid for college in the 
U.S.

studentaid.gov/sites/default/files/
graduate-professional-funding-info.pdf 

State-based Financial Aid
Eligibility is USUALLY restricted to state 

residents attending a college in-state.
www2.ed.gov/about/contacts/state/index.

html

State and Regional College Tuition 
Discounts

Some states have programs that allow 
state residents to attend a university in 
another state but still pay in-state tuition! 
Take a look to see if your state has a 
program of interest on this site.

nasfaa.org/State_Regional_Tuition_
Exchanges

GI Bill Funding for US Veterans Through 
VA (Veterans Affairs)

va.gov/education/about-gi-bill-benefits/
how-to-use-benefits/undergraduate-
graduate-programs/

Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF)
Working in public service, such as 

government service (federal, U.S. Military, 
state, local, or tribal) or certain non-profit 
organizations MAY qualify you for PSLF.

consumerfinance.gov/ask-cfpb/what-is-
public-service-loan-forgiveness-en-641/

CAMPUS EMPLOYMENT
Graduate Assistantships are on-campus 

jobs that are limited to graduate students. 

Some might be in the department or lab 
of your program. Assistantships provide 
either hourly pay, tuition remission, and/
or a stipend.  The amount awarded varies 
by position. We recommend exploring 
your potential graduate school’s academic 
department or employment website for 
potential employment opportunities.

Common positions include:
• Graduate Assistant (GA):  Support an 

array of staffing needs
• Teaching Assistant (TA):  Usually co-

teach introductory undergraduate courses
• Research Assistant (RA):  Assist in 

faculty research
• Jobs in Residential Life/Housing: At 

some institutions, the department of 
Residential Life offers jobs that provide 
tuition benefits, a stipend, free housing, 
and meal plans, such as a Resident Advisor, 
RA Supervisor, or front desk attendant.

Additional options: Paid campus jobs, 
paid internships, summer teaching 
opportunities, and paid research 
assistantships might be other ways to 
supplement your funding.

Note: Some employers provide subsidies 
to support their employees with attaining a 
graduate degree either part-or full time.

For more info:
• Graduate school funding
dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-

school-advising/grad-school-funding/
• Law School Funding
dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/pre-law/

funding-law-school/

 —USC Dornsife Career Pathways Pre-Law 
and Graduate School Advising

Stop by our booth to learn more about the 
graduate programs in the Woods College  
of Advancing Studies

• M.S. in Applied Analytics
• M.S. in Applied Economics
• Master of Healthcare Administration

Sources of Funding for Graduate School and Law School
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—USC Dornsife 
Career Pathways Pre-Law 

and Graduate School 
Advising

https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/pre-law/
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Each year, USC’s offical yearbook, El Rodeo, features
 a Graduates section with portraits of students who 

are receiving bachelor’s, master’s, doctoral and 
professional degrees. Portraits are taken in the 

Student Union for FREE during the fall semester, 
so sign up today!

Are  you  Are  you  
graduating graduating 

in  the  in  the  
spring?spring?

Appointment information: 
elrodeo.usc.edu/portraits

Don’t be left out of Don’t be left out of 
USC ’s official yearbook!USC ’s official yearbook!

• It’s free to take if you sign up NOW.
• It’s an official record of your time at USC.
• Use it for graduation announcements,  
   framing with your diploma, and more.
• While you’re there, you can also take 
   professional  photos  for job 
   applications and business profiles.W

HY
? {

SIGN UP TODAY!
On-Campus photo sessions available NOW.

Laurenstudios.com

Taking Time Off Before 
Continuing on to
Grad or Law School
   Understandably not all students feel ready to go to 
graduate or law school right after graduation.  Taking 
time off is a subjective decision based on personal and 
professional needs.
   TYPICAL REASONS FOR TAKING TIME OFF
   The decision to take time off before law school is highly 
personal.  Typical reasons include the following:

•	 Wanting a mental break before starting graduate or 
law school

•	 Seeking practical related experience in your career 
field of choice

•	 Wanting more time to reflect on your interests and 
values

•	 Getting finances in order
•	 Needing more time to prepare for the GRE or LSAT
•	 Taking time to travel, take care of family, etc.

   USE YOUR TIME OFF WISELY
   While taking time off is common, we suggest you 
strategize using the time in a way that will provide value 
to your future law school application. Taking time off for 
the sole purpose of studying for the GRE or LSAT is not 
impressive to school admissions representatives. Schools 
are looking for authentic and diverse candidates that will 
add to the classroom and make effective and resilient 
professionals one day. Take advantage of the time to 
explore different industries you might be interested in 
while rounding out your life experiences.
   TIME TO REFLECT
   Think about what you might want your resume to look 
like for the admissions teams and think about ways 
that you can explore the field(s) you enjoy while getting 
experience that will strengthen your resume. The schools 
are expecting that candidates have a strong sense of 
personal interests, values, and passions. Taking the time 
to explore what you are passionate about in will prove 
invaluable to the graduate or law school application 
process.
During your time off, don’t forget to take note of 
application, financial aid and scholarship deadlines 
ahead of time. It’s easy to lose track of the months when 
you’re not in school! This way, you will have plenty of 
time to get your application materials prepared and 
apply whenever you are ready!

—USC Dornsife 
Career Pathways Pre-Law and Graduate School Advising

TIME TO RESEARCH: 
Explore on and off 
Campus Research
Opportunities
 Research can be an amaz-
ing way to gain relevant ex-
perience that will help you 
explore your potential ca-
reer of interest while build-
ing experience.    
 Gaining hands-on experi-
ence such as research is an 
important part of any well-
designed career develop-
ment strategy whether you 
wind up applying to grad-
uate or law school or not. 
Now is the time to explore 
options to determine if cer-
tain career paths are right 
for you. We highly suggest 
engaging in research and 
other experiential opportu-
nities to help you make an 
informed decision regard-
ing your future career path.
  Focus on opportunities 
that will help you explore 
your areas of interest and 
broaden your experienc-
es as a whole.  Remember- 
graduate and law schools 
are looking for well-round-
ed candidates- every can-
didate should bring their 
unique qualifications when 
applying. Use research, in-
ternships, and other expe-
riential opportunities as 
tools to explore your inter-
ests while demonstrating 
your focus and determina-
tion.  

  Timing-wise, the month 
before each new semester 
starts is a great time to ap-
proach researchers for po-
tential research opportuni-
ties.
  Steps:
  1- Use the links below as a 
starting point to start look-
ing for opportunities that 
will help you explore your 
interests while gaining 
hands-on experience.
  2- Once you find an op-
portunity of interest, tailor 
a resume and cover letter 
that explain your interests 
and skills related to the 
opportunity.  Mentioning 
coursework and academic 
projects that have helped 
you gain experience in your 
application materials is a 
great to demonstrate your 
abilities to support the re-
search efforts.
  3- Apply to the research 
position posting.  If a spe-
cific position is not posted, 
feel free to email the con-
tact person or researcher 
directly expressing inter-
est in a research position.  
Share your resume, cov-
er letter, class schedule, as 
well as the number of hours 
weekly you may be able to 
commit to research.  While 
many research opportu-
nities are unpaid, we sug-
gest mentioning if you have 
been granted federal work 
study funds.  In your email, 

we also suggest asking 
what the appropriate next 
steps might be in the pro-
cess of securing a research 
role with them.
  4- Follow up on the oppor-
tunity five business days 
after applying or reach-
ing out if you haven’t heard 
back prior.  Please be pa-
tient in this process- many 
researchers will be in the 
field or lab and/or unable to 
answer emails on a regular 
basis.
USC undergraduate re-
search opportunities (start 
here first)
   undergrad.usc.edu/experi-
ence/research/

  Research Opportunities 
through Dornsife
These opportunities are 
not only for Dornsife ma-
jors! Scroll toward bottom 
of page.
   dornsife.usc.edu/cf/dept-
centers-institutes.cfm

   Office of Experiential and 
Applied Learning
 dornsife.usc.edu/exl/

  USC Research Gateway 
Scholars
  gatewayscholars.usc.edu/

  USC Academic Honors 
and Fellowships
  ahf.usc.edu/

 Trojan Research 
Association (student run 
organization)
  trojanresearch.org/

  USC Clinical Trials 
   clinicaltrials.
keckmedicine.org/

  USC Pressroom/Expert 
Directory (find and 
research out to faculty 
and staff who share your 
interests).
  pressroom.usc.edu/

  USA and internationally-
based research positions
  jobrxiv.org/

  Research-related 
positions at universities 
(includes undergraduate 
positions)
  higheredjobs.com

  Education and career 
training opportunities in 
STEM
  pathwaystoscience.org/
index.aspx

  Professional associations
  https://careers.usc.edu/
organizations/

—USC Dornsife 
Career Pathways Pre-

Law and Graduate School 
Advising

Leave a lasting tribute to your 
graduate’s accomplishment 
with a personalized dedication 
in the pages of El Rodeo, USC’s 
yearbook and official record of 
Trojan history. Dedication sizes 
start at $75.  
ORDER NOW - deadline is Nov. 30!

elrodeo.usc.edu/dedications 
Student Union 402       (213) 740-2707

Do  you  know  a  graduating 
Senior?  Honor  them  with  an
El Rodeo Yearbook 

Dedication

Tamera
Tamera,I always knew you were bright and talented, but I 

had no idea just how poised and confident you’d 

become. You have surpassed my wildest dreams 

and you are my great treasure.
Love always, Mom

We know you’ll approach life after 

college with the same positive spirit 

you did at USC. No matter what the 

future holds, we’ll always be there.  

Fight on!

Mom, Dad, Buddy and Mr. Jenkins

Katherine
Charles

We’re so happy you decided 
to follow in your father’s 

footsteps and go to USC. You 

truly embody the courage, 

integrity and wisdom of the 

Trojan spirit. We are so very 
proud of all you do.Congratulations, Charlie!
Mom and Dad

http://laurenstudios.com
http://yosan.edu/admissions
http://arch.usc.edu
http://undergrad.usc.edu/experience/research/
http://undergrad.usc.edu/experience/research/
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USC Law School Fair
October 26, 2023 | 10 AM - 2 PM

Trousdale Parkway

https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/pre-law/law-school-fair/

