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Considerations for Post-Grad Study

  Daily Trojan File Photo
Long Journey - After years of collegiate study and research, doctoral candidates enjoy the pomp and ceremony of USC’s annual commencement.

Develop experience graduate 
schools love by engaging in 
on- or off-campus research 

Research can be an amazing way 
to gain relevant experience that will 
help you explore your potential career 
of interest while building experience.  
Gaining hands-on experience such 
as research is an integral part of any 
well-designed career development 
strategy, whether you wind up 
applying to graduate or law school 
or not. Now is the time to explore 
options to determine if certain career 
paths are right for you. We highly 
suggest engaging in research and 
other experiential opportunities to 
help you make an informed decision 
regarding your future career path.

Focus on opportunities that will 
help you explore your areas of interest 
and broaden your experiences as a 
whole.  Remember- graduate and law 
schools are looking for well-rounded 
candidates- every candidate should 
bring their unique qualifications 
when applying. Use research, 
internships, and other experiential 
opportunities as tools to explore your 
interests while demonstrating your 
focus and determination.  

Timing-wise, the month before 
each new semester starts is a great 
time to approach researchers for 
potential research opportunities.

Steps:
1- Use this link: 
https://dornsife.usc.edu/

careerpathways/grad-school-advising/
research-experience/ 

as a starting point to start looking 
for opportunities that will help you 
explore your interests while gaining 
hands-on experience.

2- Once you find an opportunity 
of interest, tailor a resume and 
cover letter that explain your 
interests and skills related to the 
opportunity.  Mentioning coursework 
and academic projects that have 
helped you gain experience in your 
application materials are great ways 
to demonstrate your abilities to 
support the research efforts.

3- Apply to the research position 
posting.  If a specific position is 
not posted, feel free to email the 
contact person or researcher directly, 
expressing interest in a research 
position.  Share your resume, cover 
letter, and class schedule, as well 
as the number of hours weekly you 
may be able to commit to research.  
While many research opportunities 
are unpaid, we suggest mentioning if 
you have been granted federal work-
study funds.  In your email, we also 
suggest asking what the appropriate 
next steps might be in the process of 
securing a research role with them.

4- Follow up on the opportunity 
five business days after applying or 
reaching out if you haven’t heard 
back prior.  Please be patient in this 
process- many researchers will be 
in the field or lab and/or unable to 
answer emails on a regular basis. 

https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/research-experience/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/research-experience/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/research-experience/
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On-Campus
Master of Science in Innovation
Economics, Law and Regulation

(MIELR)STEM
DESIGNATED

On-Campus
Master of International 

Trade Law and Economics 

(MITLE)STEM
DESIGNATED

Elevate
your career

On-Campus | Online | Hybrid
Master of Studies in Law

(MSL)
On-Campus

Master of Dispute Resolution

(MDR)

No LSAT or GRE required | Scholarships available | Open to all with a bachelor’s degree

Learn more at: gould.law/legal-masters

with a graduate degree from
USC Gould School of Law.

Unlike the undergraduate col-
lege application process, there is 
no common application for grad-
uate study (except for profession-
al programs like Law, Medical, 
Dental, and various Allied Health 
programs). Candidates apply to 
each graduate program of inter-
est via an online program/school 
application. 

No two graduate programs and 
graduate schools are exactly the 
same.  As such, each program will 
have unique application require-
ments. Please ensure you fully 
understand what each program 
is requiring and follow their di-
rections exactly as requested. If 
you have questions about their re-
quirements, please contact each 
program or school’s admissions 
team for clarification.

Please use the following website 
as general guidelines while tailor-
ing toward the specific require-
ments each school/program is 
looking for, including Statements 
of Purpose, resume, addenda, etc.: 

https://dornsife.usc.edu/career-
pathways/grad-school-advising/
applying-to-grad-school. 

A little strategy for your appli-
cations can go a long way.  We 
suggest taking time to create a 
comprehensive spreadsheet to 
help keep track of all the schools’ 

application deadlines as well as 
timelines for submitting letters 
of recommendation, taking place-
ment tests, finalizing writing ap-
plication materials, applying for 
financial aid, etc.  

Please refer to our graduate 
school application timeline web-
page for more information: 

https://dornsife.usc.edu/career-
pathways/grad-school-advising/
graduate-school-timelines

—USC Dornsife 
Career Pathways Pre-Law and 

Graduate School Advising

Graduate School
Application Process

https://usc.joinhandshake.com/career_fairs/49816/employers_list?ajax=true&query=&category=StudentRegistration&page=1&per_page=25&sort_direction=asc&sort_column=default&followed_only=false&qualified_only=&core_schools_only=false&including_all_facets_in_searches=true
https://gould.usc.edu/academics/graduate-programs/legal-masters-degrees/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/applying-to-grad-school
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/applying-to-grad-school
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/applying-to-grad-school
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/graduate-school-timelines
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/graduate-school-timelines
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/graduate-school-timelines
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/
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Check us
out at

OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY

DISCOVER

WAYS TO LEARN MORE:
USC Grad School Fair

October 16th, 2024

For More Info

Trousdale Parkway

Visit Our Website
by scanning here

10am - 2pm

https://chan.usc.edu/educationCheck out the USC Pre-OT Club

THE FUTURE OF HEALTHCARE

Take an intro course like OT 101 or
OT 220 (2 units) or 250 (4 units)

According to US News &
World Report:
#4 Best Health Care Job
#5 Best OT Programs 

At USC Chan:
Innovative Research
Diverse Community
Collaborative Care
Committment to
transforming society
through meaningful
occupations

Meet an academic advisor to
learn about the BS-OTD and E-
OTD program options

https://mtm.berkeley.edu/
https://www.gse.upenn.edu/admissions
https://chan.usc.edu/education
https://www.cmu.edu/cmist/academics/index.html
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/graduate-school-timelines/
https://ochsner.uq.edu.au/
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Progressive Degree Programs
Interested in working on a master’s degree at USC Annenberg 
while completing requirements for your bachelor’s degree? 
Learn more about admission eligibility and requirements.

Communication and Public Diplomacy Degrees: 
Communication Data Science (MS)
Communication Management (MCG)
Digital Social Media (MS)
Public Diplomacy (MPD)

Programs

Application deadline: March 1, 2025, 5 p.m.
Application details at annenberg.usc.edu/progressive25

Journalism and Public Relations Degrees:
Journalism (MS)
Public Relations and Advertising (MA)
Specialized Journalism (MA)
Specialized Journalism (Arts and Culture) (MA)

Funding for graduate school
Financial assistance for graduate 
or law school may be available 
in the form of grants, loans, 
fellowships, scholarships, 
teaching stipends, and employer 
subsidies, etc.
Take the time to explore 
all options- you can use 
multiple sources of funding 
simultaneously.

Fellowships
Here are a few resources to help 
you get started on your search for 
fellowships. We also recommend 
searching for fellowships offered 
by the specific school(s) you are 
applying to.

Grants and scholarships
Grants and scholarships are 
money that you do not need 
to pay back!  We suggest 
exploring the various grants and 
scholarships on this page to start 

your search: 

https://dornsife.usc.edu/
careerpathways/grad-
school-advising/grad-
school-funding/ 

Financial Aid
Many schools offer their own 
form of financial aid through 
their individual school financial 
aid programs.

Note: For graduate and law 
school, parents’ financial 
information and potential 
contributions are not included in 
the FAFSA application process.

Financial Aid Options Campus employment
Graduate Assistantships are on-
campus jobs that are limited to 
graduate students. Some might 
be in the department or lab of 
your program. Assistantships 
provide either hourly pay, tuition 
remission, and/or a stipend.  
The amount awarded varies 
by position. We recommend 
exploring your potential graduate 
school’s academic department or 
employment website for potential 
employment opportunities.
Common positions include:
•  Graduate Assistant (GA):  
Support an array of staffing needs
•  Teaching Assistant (TA):  
Usually co-teach introductory 
undergraduate courses
•  Research Assistant (RA):  Assist 
in faculty research
•  Jobs in Residential Life/Housing: 
At some institutions, departments 
of residential life offer jobs 
that provide tuition benefits, a 

stipend, free housing, and meal 
plans, such as a Resident Advisor, 
RA Supervisor, or front desk 
attendant.
Additional options: Paid campus 
jobs, paid internships, summer 
teaching opportunities, and paid 
research assistantships might be 
other ways to supplement your 
funding.
Note: Some employers provide 
subsidies to support their 
employees in attaining a graduate 
degree, either part-time or full-
time.

—USC Dornsife 
Career Pathways Pre-Law and 

Graduate School Advising

Take your FREE yearbook photo early and order extras for Holiday and Graduation gifts!

Lauren Studios
(Official Photographer for the USC El Rodeo yearbook)

Schedule your appointment online today

https://www.LaurenStudios.com
School Password - TROY25

Seniors / Graduate Students

Sign up NOW for your 
yearbook portrait!

On-Campus Portrait  Location:  Tutor Campus Center (TCC) 425
Next to the Student Union Building (STU) and the Bookstore (BKS)

Take elevator near “Seeds” to the 4th f loor,  turn right and go almost to the end of the breezeway

USC Dornsife Photo

Broader Horizons · International study can expose you to new cultures and interesting people.

Understandably not all 
students feel ready to go 
to graduate or law school 
right after graduation.  
Taking time off is a sub-
jective decision based on 
personal and professional 
needs.

Typical reasons for tak-
ing time off:

The decision to take 
time off before law school 
is highly personal.  Typical 
reasons include the fol-
lowing:

• Wanting a mental 
break before starting 
graduate or law school

• Seeking practical re-
lated experience in your 
career field of choice

• Wanting more time to 
reflect on your interests 
and values

• Getting finances in or-
der

• Needing more time to 
prepare for the GRE or 
LSAT

• Taking time to 
travel, take care of family, 
etc.

Use your time off wisely:
While taking time off 

is common, we suggest 
you strategize using the 
time in a way that will 
provide value to your fu-
ture law school applica-
tion. Taking time off for 
the sole purpose of study-
ing for the GRE or LSAT is 
not impressive to school 
admissions representa-
tives. Schools are look-
ing for authentic and di-
verse candidates who will 
add to the classroom and 
make effective and re-
silient professionals one 
day. Take advantage of the 
time to explore different 

industries you might be 
interested in while round-
ing out your life experi-
ences.

Time to refl.ect  
Think about what you 

want your resume to look 
like for the admissions 
teams, and think about 
ways that you can ex-
plore the field(s) you en-
joy while getting experi-
ence that will strengthen 
your resume. The schools 
expect candidates to have 
a strong sense of personal 
interests, values, and pas-
sions. Taking the time to 
explore what you are pas-
sionate about will prove 
invaluable to the graduate 
or law school application 
process.

During your time off, 
don’t forget to take note 
of your application, finan-
cial aid, and scholarship 
deadlines ahead of time. 
It’s easy to lose track of the 
months when you’re not in 
school! This way, you will 
have plenty of time to pre-
pare your application ma-
terials and apply whenev-
er you are ready.

—USC Dornsife 
Career Pathways Pre-

Law and Graduate School 
Advising

Taking Time Off 
Before Graduate 
or Law School

https://annenberg.usc.edu/current-students/usc-students-applying-annenberg/progressive-masters-degree
https://fletcher.tufts.edu/programs/masters
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/grad-school-funding/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/grad-school-funding/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/grad-school-funding/
https://dornsife.usc.edu/careerpathways/grad-school-advising/grad-school-funding/
https://www.LaurenStudios.com
http://dailytrojan.com/donate
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Map is approximate. Please check in at the Main Tent (in front of Student Union) or 
at the Check-In Tent in front Taper Hall prior to entering the fair.

Tables are in numerical order with #1 starting at West 34th Street (near Taper Hall), 
looping at Downey Way (near Hancock Foundation Building) with #82 and back 
toward West 34th Street ending with #145.

Water Station

Main Tent

Zero Waste
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Graduate
Schools Fair
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Check-In  Tent#28 - #1#45 - #29#63 - #46#82 - #64

#83 - #101 #102 - #120 #121 - #134 #135 - #145Zero Waste
Sort Station

http://gero.usc.edu

