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to discrimination — with figures like 
Kevin Love, Simone Biles and ten-
nis champion Naomi Osaka using 
their platforms to share personal 
struggles and advocate for change. 

Other examples include ath-
letes turning to YouTube and 
TikTok to share recovery rou-
tines, behind-the-scenes vlogs 
and business ventures. For 
Annenberg, the report is also a 
product of a nuanced research en-
vironment and open conversation 
about athlete-owned media.

“USC, and specifically the [USC] 
Next Level Sports initiative, have 
really made us the natural home 
for sports scholarship and the in-
tersection of sports and media and 
business and how it impacts mar-
ginalized communities and im-
pacts society,” Rogers said.

The research progress also 
acts as a springboard for future 
investigations and the student 
researchers who were involved. 

“This is really a big piece that 
made me rethink how I wanted 
to look toward my career, and 
it really made me dive into that 
strategy aspect from a consumer 
engagement perspective especial-
ly,” Rosenberg said.

In future research, Bay said she is 
determined to explore more topics in 
the media space for women athletes.

“I’m really excited to do updates 
on this study, to go back into the 
field in another year to see how 
much growth we can document, 
and particularly growth where 
there were gaps that we’ve iden-
tified.” Bay said, “I’m hoping to 
be able to trace the growth of 
[women-owned] media content, 
because that’s a persistent inequi-
ty that we determined.”

MEDIA
| continued from page 3 |

the world … unfortunately, those offic-
es have been shut down,” Garry said. 
“This is the time for universities to car-
ry that work forward.”

Faith Armstrong, a sophomore 
majoring in international relations, 
said she was excited to learn more 
and potentially get involved with the 
center’s initiatives. She said the cen-
ter will help stop the spread of misin-
formation by educating its attendees. 

“Ensuring that students are 
informed about the basics of hu-
man rights law in such a critical 
time where we’re seeing constant 
violation of human rights would be 
incredible,” Armstrong said.

Neena Harris, a senior majoring 
in legal studies, said she hopes the 
center will bolster civil discourse 
and raise opportunities for individ-
uals to conduct legal research, re-
ceive research assistance on inter-
national human rights and refugee 
law, and participate in workshops. 

“Conversation[s] [are] where we 
grow. It’s where we are able to thrive 
and where we’re able to understand 
each other. But if those conversations 
aren’t happening, then … everybody 
is fighting against each other,” Harris 
said. “This clinic specifically will help 
foster that dialogue between different 
groups, and I think it will ultimately 
help us to grow and to progress.”

Garry said that universities must 
step up with initiatives to offer creative 
resistance to human rights violations.

“We need to harness the intellect, 
and the passion and the enthusiasm 
of faculty and students while they’re 
in their educational formative years 
to think about … the weakness-
es of the system and how we can 
strengthen multilateral efforts for 
promotion and respect for human 
rights,” Garry said.

GOULD
| continued from page 3 |

Sustainability Scholars drew 
her to the program. She said she 
hopes to combine her research 
on technologies that improve air 
quality with the regulatory ex-
perience of her advisor, Jiachen 
Zang, an assistant professor of 
environmental engineering, to 
bring about change.

“I’ve seen the proof of how need-
ed these technologies are,” Ramirez 
said. “Jiachen Zang then has con-
nected me to her colleagues at 
[California Air Resources Board] 
and to numerous colleagues and 
other agencies.”

The most impactful lesson 
Ramirez learned from her re-
search was that a uniform reduc-
tion of emissions doesn’t solve the 
uneven distribution of emissions 
in disadvantaged communities.

“I think that was an incredible 
finding that I saw, because that 
shows proof that there has to be 
tailored local isolations specifi-
cally for the communities that we 
work with,” Ramirez said.

Ramirez’s discovery enabled her 
to more effectively advocate for 
changes to regulatory standards in 
her local community.

“I’ve spoken about my research 
findings to local community orga-
nizations. I’ve spoken about my re-
search findings to agencies,” Ramirez 
said. “It’s been really nice that I’ve 
been able to apply my research out-
side of the laboratory.”

Ramirez, who works a full-time 
job, said she would recommend 
the program to other researchers 
because of its f lexibility for pro-
fessionals like herself.

“[The Astani Scholars Program] al-
lows full-time working professionals 
to pursue their master’s program but 
also engage in research,” Ramirez said.

The master’s program also gives 
students the opportunity to gauge 
their interest in pursuing a Ph.D. pro-
gram in environmental engineering. 
After working closely with Wu on his 
research project, Smith extended an 
offer to Wu to join as a Ph.D. student.

“[Wu’s] a success story within 
the program where we have a mas-
ter’s student that comes in, starts 
doing research, gets to know a fac-
ulty member and then they feel 
comfortable enough or confident 

enough in their abilities, so then [we] 
make the offer for a full Ph.D. with 
four years of funding,” Smith said.

Smith said that the ability of the 
scholars to balance coursework 
and still excel in their research ef-
forts impresses him, and that he 
hopes to increase the number of 
students in the program, as well as 
their funding, in the coming years.

“We require 10 hours per week 
of research on average for the stu-
dents in the program, but I often 
see them exceed that. They’re so 
eager to do research and excit-
ed by getting that research out 
there,” Smith said.

SCHOLARS | The program offered one 
student the chance to be a Ph.D student
| continued from page 3 |

Teo Gonzales / Daily Trojan file photo
Venezia Ramirez, a master’s student studying sustainable engineering, 
said her research helped her advocate for her local community. 
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by APRIL MAO
Staff Writer

When JuJu Watkins dropped 51 
points in a single game — the most 
in USC women’s basketball history — 
she stepped off the court as not only 
a generational student athlete, but 
also the main character of content 
creation. The record-breaking night 
became an Instagram reel posted by 
the USC women’s basketball account 
that has since racked up over 800k 
views, turning it into a viral celebra-
tion of identity, influence and ath-
lete-driven storytelling.

This shift toward athlete-owned 
media and athlete-driven media is 
the focus of “Owning the Narrative,” 
a report composed over the past 
year and recently released by the 
Norman Lear Center on Oct. 9. The re-
port found high-profile ventures like 
LeBron James’ SpringHill Company 
and Peyton Manning’s Omaha 
Productions helped athletes mone-
tize their own content across digital 
platforms up to $725 million.

“[We’re] trying] to map something 
out that nobody’s really mapped out 

before,” said Adam Rogers, direc-
tor of research operations at the USC 
Norman Lear Center. “We conduct-
ed in-depth interviews with criti-
cal stakeholders. We did an in-depth 
content analysis of athlete-owned 
video podcasts. We put a lot of our 
research tools in action on this one.”

The study, which includes content 
analysis and a newly developed 

taxonomy of athlete media ven-
tures, framed this movement as a 
realignment in the media landscape 
of who gets to speak, who gets heard 
and who gets paid.

“There has been a continuum of 
change for athletes as media figures 
— from appearing in more tradition-
al roles as sports broadcasters to 
content creators across a variety of 

topics, not just sports,” said Willow 
Bay, dean of the USC Annenberg 
School for Communication and 
Journalism and the co-principal in-
vestigator on this research. 

Bay, a former co-host of a 
behind-the-scenes sports tele-
vision show, said the me-
dia landscape and the innovations 
of the content need to be assessed.

“My early career in media was in 
athlete-driven storytelling. I worked 
for a show called ‘NBA Inside Stuff’ 
in the 1990s,” Bay said. “Today we 
see athletes telling their own sto-
ries, creating, producing and mon-
etizing their own stories, which is a 
profound and pronounced shift.”

William Rosenberg, a recent gradu-
ate from Annenberg and a student re-
searcher on the report, said that ath-
lete-owned platforms also allow for 
more diverse storytelling.

“One of the things that really stood 
out to me was the ‘behind the scenes’ 
footage that college football programs 
had begun putting out. Seven of the 10 
[teams I looked at] had started putting 
out week to week behind the scenes 
footage,” Rosenberg said. “In the world 
of sports, fans want to feel as close with 
their favorite teams as possible.” 

One example highlighted in 
the report is sports podcasts cre-
ating deeper and richer stories. 
Former NBA star Carmelo Anthony 
described his podcast “7PM in 
Brooklyn” as an “immersive journey” 
blending sports and culture through 
intentional storytelling. 

This shift has allowed athletes to 
address topics often overlooked in tra-
ditional media — from mental health 

Report shows rise in athlete-owned media
New research reveals how 
athletes are taking control 
of sports content creation.

| see MEDIA, page 2 |

by MIRAnDA HUAnG
Assistant News Editor 

The Gould School of Law will 
open the Donna and Spencer Gilbert 
Global Justice and Human Rights 
Center on Wednesday with its first 
event, “Centering Human Rights and 
Justice,” from noon to 1:30 p.m.

With a $5 million donation from 
the alumni family, the new center 
will train law students to become 
human rights attorneys, focusing 
on preventing antisemitism, rac-
ism, xenophobia and global perse-
cution. Five of Donna and Spencer 
Gilbert’s kids attended USC. 

In a statement to the Daily 
Trojan, Franita Tolson, dean of 
Gould, said the center is a crucial 
part of the school’s global mission 
to ref lect a shared commitment to 
fairness and human dignity.

“This new center is able to en-
gage students, scholars and practi-
tioners in education, research and 
policy work that promote an endur-
ing respect for human rights and 
strengthen the rule of law around 
the world — values deeply ingrained 
in our law school,” Tolson wrote.

Hannah Garry, clinical law pro-
fessor and founding director of 
Gould’s International Human 
Rights Clinic, will lead the initia-
tive. Garry said the center will draw 
from the International Human 
Rights Clinic’s core pillars. 

“Human rights law can be 
a backstop or protection for in-
dividual rights, both domestical-
ly [and] internationally,” Garry 
said. “I want to commit my life to 

human rights and protection of in-
dividuals, no matter where they 
are or who they are.”

The center will also incorporate a 
Justice and Accountability Initiative, 
aimed at documenting war crimes, 
genocides and crimes against hu-
manity, among other actions. 

Garry plans to host conferences, 
symposia, visiting scholars and practi-
tioners in projects and policy work, as 
well as a distinguished lecture series 
with accomplished legal scholars. 

The center is also launching a 
summer abroad program affili-
ated with the Howard A. Kaiman 
“Nuremberg to The Hague” sum-
mer abroad program. The pro-
gram will focus on educating stu-
dents about the Holocaust and 
the Nuremberg Trials, where par-
ticipants will gain insight into 
the broader international crimi-
nal justice and human rights law 

system by visiting historic sites in 
Poland and Germany.

“The vision that I had for this center 
predates the Trump administration, 
predates the current attacks on uni-
versities, predates the Israel-Palestine 
conflict, or at least this version of it,” 
Garry said. “The focus on antisemi-
tism is not just about antisemitism, 
but all forms of xenophobia and hate 
and how those lead to atrocity situa-
tions if they are left unchecked.”

The center will also sponsor a fel-
lowship that will provide funding to 
students to engage in externships with 
nonprofit, nongovernmental, human 
rights or United Nations organizations 
under the guidance of an attorney.

“Atrocity prevention has 
traditionally been a key part of the U.S. 
government. In fact, we’ve had whole 
departments and sections working 
on atrocity prevention efforts around 

Gould opens human rights center
Professor Hannah Garry is 
leading the new initiative 
to better justice education.

by JACK FARRInGER
Staff Writer 

As Hang Wu researched the ef-
fects of the toxic chemicals found in 
Los Angeles’ drinking water and air, 
he considered his motives every day.

“From a research perspec-
tive, it’s very important to think 
[about] why you did this,” said Wu, 
a former master’s student and cur-
rent first-year Ph.D. candidate 
studying environmental engineer-
ing. “It’s not only about research, 
it’s also about life.”

Wu and two other graduate 
researchers, Venezia Ramirez 
and Lisa Staugaard, make up the 
first cohort of Astani Graduate 
Sustainability Scholars, a program 
that gives USC master’s students 
in the civil and environmental en-
gineering department financial 
assistance and opportunities to 
work alongside a faculty member 
on a research project. The inau-
gural 2024 cohort has just started 
its second year.

Adam Smith, the director of 
the environmental engineering 
program and Wu’s faculty advi-
sor, said students choose a top-
ic they are interested in and are 
then paired with an advisor work-
ing in the same area.

The three students each pur-
sued separate research projects fo-
cused on sustainability efforts. Wu 
focused on the presence of chemi-
cals called per- and polyfluoroalkyl 

substances, or PFAS, in Los Angeles’s 
drinking water. PFAS are toxic, 
long-lasting chemicals found in 
water, air and soil that have been 
linked to harmful health effects.

Ramirez, a master’s student 
studying sustainable engineer-
ing, researched the distribution 
of truck emissions, looking spe-
cifically at how emissions im-
pacted disadvantaged communi-
ties, while Staugaard took a deep 
dive into food contamination on a 
molecular level. 

As he researches, Wu said he 
tries to go beyond the confines of 
his project and figure out how the 
information he learns can positively 
impact lives in a real-world setting.

“Maybe I can use this technolo-
gy to remove the PFAS from the en-
vironment, [or] scale up this tech-
nology to products so people can 
remove the PFAS from their drink-
ing water,” Wu said. “We always 
need to think about how we can 
apply the knowledge we learned 
[on] the campus to the real world.”

This academic year, Wu will con-
tinue this research on PFAS and 
their impact on the community. 
He has already begun researching 
PFAS in the dust and air, and said 
he hopes to find real-world solu-
tions beyond the laboratory.

Smith said the students’ research 
project typically lasts throughout 
their time in the master’s program, 
meaning the Astani scholars could 
work on the project from one and a 
half up to two years.

Ramirez said the career oppor-
tunities provided by the Astani 

Inaugural Sustainability 
scholars finish first year
Students worked alongside 
faculty to find solutions to 
environmental problems.

Jake berg / Daily Trojan file photo
The Donna and Spencer Gilbert Global Justice and Human Rights 
Center will also incorporate a Justice and Accountability Initiative.
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by AnAHITA SAXEnA
Assistant Opinion Editor 

If you know me, you know I love 
my city. And this November, I love 
my city more than I ever have. On 
Tuesday, Zohran Kwame Mamdani 
— an immigrant, Indian, Muslim, 
socialist — won the role of the next 
mayor of New York City. 

And there is absolutely nothing 
that is more New York than that. 

Growing up in New York, the first 
thing I learned was loving humans. 
Every day, you stumble upon the 
goodness of humanity healing the 
same hurting within it. Empathy is 
ingrained into your world percep-
tion solely off of the commute you 
take filled with stories of lives you 
share 20 minutes with daily. 

When our beloved high school 
security guard Richie passed away 
while trying to break up a gun fight 
in the subway, our community peti-
tioned together to rename the street 
after him. When a stressed, stroller-
pushing mother’s paper bags fell apart 
one weekday evening on the subway, 
the entire train came together silently 
to collect her groceries from the floor 
and help repack her bags. 

New York is impromptu bachata in 
the rich orange light of the sunset. It 

is the man with kind eyes and a soft 
accent who operates the dosa cart 
in Washington Square Park. It is the 
aunties and uncles who set up lawn 
chairs on the sidewalk, smoking ciga-
rettes and conversing in their mother 
tongue because the air outside is fresh-
er than in their apartments upstairs. 
It is the white-bearded man who 
plucks the guzheng in Central Park. 

And as Mamdani preached, holding 
his voice steady and strong in his victo-
ry speech, “New York will remain a city 
of immigrants: a city built by immi-
grants, powered by immigrants and, 
as of tonight, led by an immigrant.” 

Mamdani’s platform was rooted 
in creating a more affordable and in-
clusive city, from emphasizing a fu-
ture of free and fast busses, freezing 
rent for the two million New Yorkers 
in rent-stabilized housing, and 
“Trump-Proofing” New York City by 
expelling United States Immigration 
and Customs Enforcement  from 
all city facilities and increasing le-
gal support. He films reels in kurtas 
and suits, speaking Hindi, Arabic, 
Bengali. He is a man of the people. 

In the past few months immigrants 
across the country have been stripped 
of hope. From the Supreme Court’s 
justification for the use of racial profil-
ing by ICE to the various restrictions 
on visas and immigration, the grow-
ing sentiment for immigrants is that 
they are no longer wanted here. 

Mamdani’s overwhelming sup-
port, not just within New York but 

across the world, has made it outra-
geously clear that immigrants are in 
fact needed in this country. The sto-
ries they tell and the spaces they cre-
ate define our country. 

Mamdani speaks for the millions 
of Americans practicing joyful re-
sistance when they came together 
to stand by immigrants and those 
oppressed by the current adminis-
tration for the No Kings Protests. 
“In this moment of political dark-
ness, New York will be the light,” said 
Mamdani during his speech.  

New York, even preceding 
Mamdani’s victory, has always been a 
light of joyful resistance. My childhood 
was composed of frequenting the same 
immigrant owned South Indian res-
taurant on Lexington, dim sum place 
in Chinatown and Ethiopian eatery in 
Harlem. I was lucky enough to grow 
up in a city where my parent’s accents 
went unquestioned, a city where you 
hear a new language on every block. 

New York is beautifully represent-
ed by Mamdani. It is the kind of place 
where in the face of staunch, hateful 

authoritarianism, there is a smiling 
brown man who befriends his bode-
ga owner and goes on 15-day hunger 
strikes with taxi drivers, who will 
lead the greatest city in the world, 
and the most important one in the 
United States of America. 

The minute his victory was an-
nounced, I ran out of the newsroom 
to call my father, a man 15 years older 
than Mamdani, with politics not en-
tirely similar to his, who followed his 
campaign with a passion. Tears flow-
ing down my face, he congratulated 
me. What I would’ve told him, if I was 
able to speak without breaking down 
further, was thank you. 

If it wasn’t for my parents’ com-
mitment to this country, despite 
their homesickness that has weath-
ered out the years and the 7,000-
mile separation from their fami-
lies, I wouldn’t have known love in 
the New York way. Their refusal to 
move into the suburbs when many 
of their friends did, their long de-
bated decision to become citizens 
and their effort to create a true 
home for us in Manhattan made 
way for Mamdani’s victory. 

Immigrant parents like them 
are the reason that people like 
Mamdani and his supporters ex-
ist. Their unwavering faith and 
love for the city is the reason why 
“the dreams we’ve dreamt together, 
become the agenda we deliver to-
gether.” This city has always been 
ours, and it will always be ours. 

A Brown New Yorker’s reflections on hope
Zohran Mamdani’s win in 
the New York City mayoral 
election uplifts immigrants.

by CHArLoTTE dEKLE
Staff Writer 

One of my earliest memories is of 
a classmate telling me to go to hell 
because I don’t believe in God. This 
terrified me; eternal damnation was 
not something I had conceived of 
in elementary school. In hindsight, 
since I don’t believe in hell, the threat 
is rather hollow. But now, it seems 
like whenever I leave my dorm, there 
is a missionary or sidewalk preacher 
ready to convert me to “save my soul.” 

There is nothing inherently wrong 
with religion or, more broadly, belief 
in a higher power. If your religious be-
liefs inform your moral code and fill 
you with purpose, more power to you. 
Many religious communities have 
been at the forefront of progressive po-
litical advocacy. Christianity, Judaism 
and Islam all played crucial roles in 
the Civil Rights movement; engaged 
Buddhism has long supported anti-
nuclear and prison reform campaigns. 

However, religious belief is not 
the same as religious power. As or-
ganized religion has declined in the 

United States, Christian nationalists 
have sought to regain political pow-
er in pursuit of total religious control. 

They falsely claim that the United 
States is a “Christian nation”— 
this falls apart when you consid-
er the Founders were a mix of reli-
gious beliefs, some Unitarian, some 
Christian, some just deists — whose 
laws must reflect “Christian values,” 
and that deviations from their beliefs 
represent moral decay. Their obses-
sion with a heavenly afterlife threat-
ens to make life on Earth hell.  

USC is no stranger to religious ex-
tremism. The USC College Republicans 
were accused by Trojan Democrats 
of Islamophobic rhetoric toward New 
York Mayor-elect Zohran Mamdani 
by linking his election to the terror-
ist attacks on Sept. 11, 2001. College 
Republicans justified this bigotry, say-
ing they “serve a Risen Christ,” offering 
an example of how religious language 
could be wielded to shield bigotry. 

Christianity, or any religion, 
cannot be used as a battering ram 
against others. Believing in God does 
not make you inherently virtuous. 

This extremism exists not in 
spite of a religiously dominant 
political culture, but rather be-
cause of it.  Although there’s a 

conception of “pious” Republicans 
and “godless” Democrats, the 
predominance of religion exists 
throughout the political spectrum. 

The Republican Party — tradition-
ally associated with capitalistic val-
ues rather than biblical — became co-
opted by the Christian right starting 
in the 1980s. Ronald Reagan actively 
courted Evangelical leaders like Jerry 
Falwell and his “Moral Majority,” es-
tablishing the GOP as the vehicle for 
conservative Christian power. 

In a 1984 address to evangelical 
leaders, Reagan praised the merging 
of church and state. He claimed that 
the church’s influence on government 
“worked to our benefit as a nation.” 
He decried critics of school prayer as 
“intolerant of religion” and “Marxist.” 
Richard Land of the Southern Baptist 
Convention characterized Reagan’s 
speech as “transformative” when 
“the evangelical involvement in pub-
lic policy” came to fruition.

Today, the movement has gotten 
its way electorally under its messi-
ah, President Donald Trump. In his 
executive office, Trump created the 
“Anti-Christian Bias Task Force,” es-
tablished a “Faith Office,” and ap-
pointed far-right Catholic Supreme 
Court justices who overturned Roe 

v. Wade and are poised to do the 
same for same-sex marriage. 

On the statewide level, Louisiana 
and Texas recently passed laws requir-
ing the Ten Commandments to be dis-
played in every classroom. Louisiana 
Gov. Jeff Landry justified the law, 
claiming, “If you want to respect the 
rule of law, you’ve got to start from the 
original law giver, which was Moses.” 
State and federal governments are tak-
ing a jackhammer to the wall sepa-
rating church and state. 

Allusions to God are ubiqui-
tous on the political left as well. 
At the 2024 Democratic National 
Convention, former President Joe 
Biden invoked God seven times, only 
two fewer than Trump during the 
Republican National Convention. 

Even without explicit Christian 
reference, the expectation remains: 
People ought to have a religion. At the 
DNC, Vice Presidential Nominee Tim 
Walz made a rousing plea for unity 
with those who “may not pray like you 
do,” presupposing that everyone prays. 

This cultural expectation 
produces deep distrust of non-be-
lief. In a 2014 Pew Research Survey, 
53% of Americans said they would 
be less likely to support an athe-
ist for president. Only 35% said the 

same about a candidate who had 
an extramarital affair. 

Atheism is more disqualifying 
than infidelity: Affairs are more per-
ceived to be a personal failing, while 
atheism uproots society’s perception 
of morality. The fear is not about be-
lief itself, but about what happens 
when morality is understood as hu-
man-made, rather than God-given. 

Atheism and agnosticism present 
an alternative way of belief, challeng-
ing ingrained beliefs about morality 
and the nature of existence. It shows 
that people can be moral without reli-
ance on religious dogma; that humil-
ity for the unknown can coexist with 
care for others; and that reverence 
can be directed toward human digni-
ty rather than a hypothetical afterlife. 

Solvency here does not lie in a 
staunch anti-religious government 
stance. Rarely is it fairly applied to 
all religious expressions, and reli-
gious freedom is a better alternative. 
Instead, there needs to be a concerted 
effort to quash religious fundamen-
talism and extremism. Christian na-
tionalism is dangerous not because it 
is Christian, but because it uses faith 
to legitimize exclusion and control.

We do not need less faith. We 
need less theocracy. 

We can’t let the United States become a theocracy
Religion can be a wonderful 
thing, but the advent of the 
Christian right threatens all.

Anahita Saxena 
Anahita Saxena, assistant opinion editor, writes about her experience 
growing up in New York City as the child of immigrants.
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As a journalism student, my life feels riddled 
with distressing news headlines, ranging from the 
government shutdown, to a crackdown on immi-
gration, to citizens fearing their own elected offi-
cials. It’s difficult to find those still moments of op-
timism. Even our campus seems to be in a state of 
constant flux, where the integrity of our institution 
is both under attack and enduring. 

Over the past year, we have faced intense budget 
cuts, layoffs and a rebranding of our diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion initiatives, sparking deep unease 
among members of our community. We have also 
witnessed the rejection of an authoritarian com-
pact offering preferential treatment in exchange for 
our academic independence, Trojans showing up 
in protests across Los Angeles and moments of real 
community, like when voters passed Proposition 50 

on Nov. 4 to redraw California’s voting maps against 
partisan gerrymandering across the country.

This inf lection point, a time between hope 
and despair, has made it hard to see how various 
parts of our L.A. and USC communities contin-
ue to thrive despite real setbacks. Bad news is 
often louder than good news. 

This supplement speaks to the various issues 
at the forefront of our minds and highlights the 
prevailing spirit of tenacity seen all around us 
from local immigrant businesses, professors, 
creatives and more.

— Anya Motwani,
Features Editor

By LANGSTON JAMES 
WILKINSON & CHELSEA LATTA
Features Staff 

Members of the USC community 
seem hesitant, yet hopeful about the 
endurance of free speech and diversity 
of thought in the classroom. This is de-
spite a seemingly dark time for human 
rights and democracy not just in the 
United States, but the world as a whole, 
according to Steve Swerdlow, an asso-
ciate professor of the practice of politi-
cal science and international relations.

This is due to many of President 
Donald Trump’s policies and tactics 
echoing those of authoritarian re-
gimes, with the aim of controlling 
political and social narratives, along 
with controlling what can be spoken 
about, discussed by Swerdlow.

“I think this campaign against 
higher education that we’ve watched 
unfold since January 2025 presents 
extraordinary risks, in the fund-
ing or scientific research to agree 
to certain ideological constraints,” 
Swerdlow said. “Once again, that is a 
classic authoritarian tactic.”

One of the aspects in the cam-
paign, Swerdlow talked about is the 
Compact for Academic Excellence in 
Higher Education, which was sent by 
the Trump administration to colleg-
es nationwide, including USC. 

The compact required univer-
sities to freeze tuition for only 
American students for the next five 
years, required standardized test-
ing, and required the school to define 
men and women only by their biolog-
ical processes. Additionally, it pro-
hibited universities from comment-
ing on political situations in addition 
to other demands. The compact stat-
ed that if the universities did not ac-
cept the compact, the universities 
would forgo federal funding. 

In an Academic Senate meeting, 
faculty voiced their opposition to 
agreeing to the compact. It was an 
important victory from the perspec-
tive of the faculty and student body 
when the University committed to 
not follow the compact, even more so 
because an Undergraduate Student 
Government poll tallied that 93% 
said to reject the compact. Despite 
this, concerns about future pressure 
from the government on universities 
remain, as associate professor of his-
tory Aro Velmet reflected. 

“I believe that the University’s 
commitment to support students 
of all backgrounds and all statuses, 
[and] all citizenships is so incredibly, 
continually important,” Swerdlow 
said. “It is even more important than 
it has been in the past.” 

The removal of Diversity, Equity 
and Inclusion from the University’s 
unifying values, as well as requiring 
cultural and affinity groups to ex-
plicitly state that events are open to 
all, represents changes within free 
speech guidelines that may have 
seeped into the classroom setting.

Arielle Cai, a junior majoring 
in psychology, said she felt both 
uncertain and hopeful regarding 
free speech at USC. 

“Everyone is trying to contrib-
ute to an environment [where] free 
speech is continuous and protect-
ed,” Cai said. “But there’s definitely a 
tendency to not speak up … because 
there might be a conflict in opinions 
and there is going to be a discussion 
on that which we might not want, or 
it might get us in trouble express-
ing a different opinion.” 

With concerns for constitution-
al rights, such as freedom of speech, 
becoming evident throughout the 
U.S., university campuses are a fre-
quent topic of conversation. Past 
campus protests regarding topics 
such as divestment from Israel and 
a free Palestine were also heavily un-
der scrutiny; these events resulted in 
arrests and academic consequences. 

Cai highlighted that concerns 
around free speech on campus acute-
ly impact international students’ ex-
periences. As one herself, she feels 
it’s harder to speak on certain topics 
than non-international students. 

“I do feel like most of the ideas 
that are hidden or marginalized are 
from international students or mi-
norities,” Cai said. “There’s a tenden-
cy that if we feel like we’re not going 
to be accepted, we won’t speak up.” 

Chase Gonzalez, a freshman 
majoring in business of cinematic 
arts, said he was optimistic about 
the University’s open dialogue 
and diverse community. 

“What I like about USC in par-
ticular is that we’re all open 
to talking about our diverse 
thoughts and opinions, which is 
amazing,” Gonzalez said.

But not all spaces are equally free 
to have those hard conversations, 
according to Gonzalez, who said he 
often feels hesitant to share his opin-
ions in large classrooms. Gonzalez 
said he feels some settings lack mu-
tual cooperation and openness to 
understanding, and productive dis-
agreements concerning politics 
are not always possible. 

“To be able to talk about [politics] 
openly, you have to have cooperation 
and understanding about that stuff,” 
Gonzalez said. “Especially nowa-
days, we have to be careful.”

Swerdlow specializes in interna-
tional and domestic human rights, 
teaching courses at the University 
that educate his students on how 
international laws and human 
rights standards directly impact 
U.S. laws and vice versa. 

Swerdlow said he was concerned 
about the seeming backslide of hu-
man rights globally; however, he had 
high praise for the University’s com-
mitment to its students, faculty, staff 
and its unifying values.

Upholding free speech on campus
USC community strives to 
uphold diversity of thought 
in and out of the classroom. 

By DANIELA MATTSON & 
HANNA KARASINSKA
Features Staff 

In recent months, mass layoffs 
among faculty and staff have emerged 
at USC, tied to its operating deficit 
and threats to federal funding. By 
the end of October, the University cut 
more than 900 positions, including 
significant layoffs of academic advi-
sors at multiple schools as part of de-
partmental restructuring.

The layoffs have brought about 
uncertainty among the commu-
nity about the University’s future. 
The layoffs were first signaled by the 
University in a July letter to staff and 
faculty from interim President Beong-
Soo Kim. In the letter, Kim acknowl-
edged a more than $200 million oper-
ating deficit from fiscal year 2025 
and warned that the gap was “un-
sustainable” without transforming 
USC’s operating model.

“Everyone is extremely concerned 
about the impact that these layoffs 
will have,” said Aro Velmet, an asso-
ciate professor of history at Dornsife 
College of Letters, Arts and Sciences 
and vice chair of USC’s chapter 
of the American Association of 
University Professors. 

The fallout at USC mirrors a wave 
sweeping higher education na-
tionwide. In a July letter similar to 
the one written by USC’s Interim 
President Kim, the administration at 
Northwestern stated the need to re-
duce the university’s budget attribut-
able to staff by 5% and thus eliminate 
approximately 425 staff positions. 

“These are very rich, very wealthy 
institutions,” said Mia McIver, 
the nationwide executive direc-
tor of AAUP. A Daily Trojan article 
published in March reported that USC 
budget cuts don’t align with the high 
level of hiring of administrators.  

Similarly, Professor Howard 
Bunsis of Eastern Michigan 
University analyzed USC’s financ-
es and found the university to be in 
“very strong financial condition.” 
His analysis showed that USC’s net 
assets have grown from $7.5 billion 
in 2014 to $11.7 billion in 2024. 

Bunsis described the adminis-
tration’s portrayal of its finances as 

“overly pessimistic,” citing positive 
cash flow margins, a strong prima-
ry reserve ratio, and stable bond 
ratings as evidence that the univer-
sity remains financially secure de-
spite its claims of hardship.

McIver said colleges should put 
faculty members at the forefront of 
budget reconsiderations. 

More faculty and staff have been 
laid off while tuition and fees have 
increased, making USC one of the 
most expensive schools in the na-
tion, according to an article by 
the Los Angeles Times.  

Poluk Sharma, a sophomore 
studying computer science and 
business, said she has already felt 
the impacts of the layoffs. 

“Last semester, I had my spe-
cific [computer science] advisor 
reach out to me, give me my course 
plan [and] get everything settled,” 
Sharma said. “This semester, I 
wasn’t given any of that.” 

With fewer academic advisors, 
the ones remaining are left to cover 
more students, according to Velmet. 

“The more people move out of de-
partments and into a model where 
they’re serving several departments 
that they perhaps don’t know as 
well, also means that they won’t be 
able to give individual, specific at-
tention to students,” Velmet said. 

Non-tenure track faculty, in partic-
ular, remain the most vulnerable, as 
sudden layoffs with little warning cre-
ate what McIver described as a “real 
chilling impact” on morale. 

Looking ahead, McIver said the 
AAUP recommends that USC focus on 
budget transparency and prioritizes 
open communication with its faculty 
and staff as opposed to unilateral de-
cisions from the upper administration. 

Sharma also said the University 
should communicate more with stu-
dents about layoffs.

“At the moment, on the student 
side, admin hasn’t been too terri-
ble about [transparency], but if it 
continues, I can see it being a lot 
more messy,” Sharma said.

McIver pointed to the AAUP 
guidelines, which require institutions 
like USC to provide true financial ur-
gency before resorting to faculty 
layoffs, and that faculty should be 
involved “from start to finish.” 

As a solution, McIver said institu-
tions like USC could aim to avoid job 

Higher education faces 
wave of faculty layoffs
USC faculty and students 
remain concerned over cuts 
across various departments.

| see LAYOFFS, page 6 |

Ace Singhal / Daily Trojan

Lauren Kim / Daily Trojan

| see SPEECH, page 6 |
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losses through working with unions 
that represent faculty on campus. 

“I know from my experience within 
higher education during the COVID-19 
pandemic that there are definitely ex-
amples of administrators who did take 
that approach and averted the risk of 
job losses,” McIver said. 

By restoring that sense of coopera-
tion, McIver said USC and other uni-
versities could build trust in their 
community, from upper administra-
tion to faculty, students and staff. 

“Universities should always be pro-
viding jobs with dignity and be re-
spectful of their workers,” McIver said.

According to Velmet, the primary 
concern among students and faculty is 
the worry that students’ academic ex-
perience could be negatively impacted 

by having less individualized support 
and a higher strain on faculty and staff 
to support more students. 

“[What] faculty are looking for 
is to have input into this new hub 
model so that we don’t end up in a 
situation where departments have 
to work with an administrative 
model that’s not actually tailored 
for their students,” Velmet said. 

The new model will focus on 
training staff to better assist stu-
dents across multiple disciplines as 
opposed to individual advisors. In a 
Nov. 3 email to USC faculty, interim 
President Kim wrote these changes 
are part of an effort to “reduce inter-
nal friction points and inefficiencies.” 

“Students will suffer, and the fac-
ulty, who then have to shoulder this 
work that is no longer being done by 
staff, also suffer,” Velmet said.

LAYOFFS | USC reported 
over 900 layoffs this year 

| continued from page 5 |
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By NINA KREMER
Assistant Arts & Entertainment Editor

Tilly Norwood isn’t like other girls. 
She loves iced coffee and thrifting. 
She lives in London and goes to “uni.” 
She’s an aspiring actress — and she’s 
also artificial intelligence.

The first AI actress debuted at 
the Zurich Film Festival last month, 
sparking controversy across the mov-
ie industry. Norwood herself is an 
unintimidating brunette, but the 
drastic shift she represents in the 
entertainment industry is unnerv-
ing audiences and filmmakers alike. 
Amid budget cuts in the School of 
Dramatic Arts, students who aspire 
to have a career in entertainment are 
going to go into an industry that is 
changing in unprecedented ways.

In an eerie Instagram post July 30, 
Norwood said she was excited to have 
her first role, claiming that she was 
feeling “very real emotions.” Many ac-
tors were appalled, questioning the 
ethical implications of using AI in film, 
the impact it will have on the future 
of human actors and the way it could 
change an emotion-centric art form.

Aspiring actors already face 
post-grad job insecurity, and this 
new development in acting technol-
ogy may stoke even more anxiety 
about their future in the field.

“In this industry, there’s so few 
jobs and so many talented people out 
there, and to know that more jobs 
were taken out by people that didn’t 
exist is frustrating,” said Kehara 
Edirisinghe, president of Trojan 
Actors for Film and Television. 
“[It’s] just so much about money, 
even though it’s a business that was 
founded on human connection.”

Unlike Edirisinghe, who is ma-
joring in theatre, Norwood never 
studied acting, but she was trained 
on the work of actors who did.

“It completely erases people,” 
Edirisinghe said. “Sure, on the 
back end, they’ll be paid for being 
involved, but they’ll completely 
lose their sense of self.” 

Norwood’s creator, AI production 
studio founder Eline Van der Velden, 
defended Norwood’s existence in a 
Sept. 27 Instagram post, writing that 
she is not meant to replace humans, 
but rather a “creative work.” 

“Like many forms of art before 
her, she sparks conversation, and 
that in itself shows the power of 
creativity. I see Al not as a re-
placement for people, but as a new 
tool,” Van der Velden wrote.

AI is used as a tool at the USC 
Center for Generative AI & Society, 
with its “AI for Media & Storytelling” 
initiative exploring the applications 
and implications of AI technology in 
journalism and cinema.

According to Holly Willis, chair 
of the Media Arts + Practice division 
at the School of Cinematic Arts, and 
the co-director of AIMS, the initia-
tive has used generative AI to create 
previews of what a film might look 
like, in writing screenplays, and for 
extending images or scenes. As they 
research the helpful ways AI can be 
used, she said they are also looking 
into the harm it can cause.

“We’re thinking about the envi-
ronment, we’re thinking about bias, 
we’re thinking about job loss,” Willis 
said. “Rather than just celebrating 
these exciting new tools or criticiz-
ing them, we’re trying to think more 
deeply about the entire ecosystem 
and what its impacts are.”

Willis said AIMS researchers 
are already seeing job loss due to 
AI’s introduction to the film indus-
try, but simultaneously, more AI 

production studios are popping up, 
which allow storytellers to focus on 
doing the jobs they love and leave 
the tedious tasks to AI.

One student involved with AIMS, 
Xindi Zhang, a graduate of SCA’s ex-
panded animation Master of Fine 
Arts program, created a project called 
“The Song of Drifters,” which went on 
to win a Student Academy Award this 
year. Willis said Zhang trained an AI 
model on her own watercolor artwork 
to create a shapeshifting animation 
in wave-like patterns. Her success 
was an example of how AI can be 
used as a tool to enhance creativity 
and artistic expression.

“She was able to do something 
on a very low budget, on a very short 
timeframe, to create a project 
that has a very powerful emotional 
content and effect on the audience, 
and she couldn’t have done it without 
AI,” Willis said. “It was really an am-
plification of her own visual language 
and her own storytelling agenda.”

As for actors, Willis said they could 
also use AI tools to expand their own 
artistic capabilities, and even li-
cense their performance as an asset. 

“What we’re beginning to see is 
the ability for actors to create digital 
doubles of themselves and therefore 
participate in this shift in a way that 
sustains their acting and what they 
bring to the craft that’s so important, 
which is the ability to communicate 
and convey deep emotional reso-
nance and connectivity,” Willis said.

The development of AI technol-
ogy is one in a long history of “rad-
ical shifts and transformations” of 
the film industry since its inception, 
Willis said. The current updates in 
technology will shape the ways that 
films are made in the future and the 
stories that studios can produce.

Tomm Polos, the Rodric David 
Chair in Creator Arts at the School 
of Dramatic Arts, said major tele-
vision production companies such 
as Fox Entertainment Studios and 
Disney are heavily invested in AI 
technology, so he doesn’t predict 
AI is going anywhere anytime soon. 
Ultimately, it is up to audiences to 
dictate how quickly and enthusias-
tically it is embraced, he said.

The overwhelmingly negative re-
action to Norwood may have actually 

secured human actors’ future, at least 
in the short term, rather than posed a 
threat, according to Polos.

“[Audiences are] going to be so 
overwhelmed by the use of AI or the 
sensations they get from the screens 
that they’ll want to go to live theater, 
or they’ll want to go to a live concert, 
or they’ll want to do these face-to-
face events,” Polos said.

Polos said the entertainment indus-
try relies on connecting with audienc-
es to be successful, so while using AI 
can be cost-effective, entertainment 
entities and artists must ensure that 
they maintain a level of authenticity.

“The challenge is, how do you 
use the tool without losing your 
soul?” Polos said.

Studios and creatives will come to 
answer that question as they devel-
op their own relationship to AI, but 
Polos said it will never replace the 
arts. Though those who use AI may 
be the most commercially successful, 
he said, artists will continue to be 
invaluable to the creative process.

“AI is a tool, a possible partner 
and definitely your competition,” 
Polos said.

AI actress Tilly Norwood sparks Hollywood debate
Students pursuing creative 
careers face post-grad job 
insecurity amid AI boom.

Alexa Esqueda / Daily Trojan

Luis Ochea / Daily Trojan
Vendors have provided a diverse range of cuisines and budget-friendly 
options for students at the weekly market.

By MARIA LAGUNA & NIDHI 
BHOGI
Features Staff 

Every Wednesday, students flock 
to McCarthy Quad for handmade 
meals from a range of cuisines and 
fresh produce from California farms. 
Local vendors at the Trojan Farmers 
Market have been a core part of the 
USC experience for nearly 18 years, 
creating a core part of the Trojan 
campus experience.

However, as well-known as the 
market may be, the vendor’s logisti-
cal efforts to provide Trojans a place 
to decompress in the middle of the 
week may be less noticed. 

“If I’m being honest, I’m not prof-
itable,” said Larisa Rus, founder of 
Bee Green Honey. “It’s a lot of fees 
to get [the space] … I probably have 
to drop this market off. It’s been a 
while since I had a good day here.” 

Rus founded her business in 
2014 — the same year they joined 
the Trojan Farmers Market — and 

has a presence in other Los Angeles 
farmers markets, such as one in 
Larchmont Village. While Rus has 
formed a community around her 
honey stall on campus, she faces 
financial challenges. 

Despite these roadblocks, Rus 
said that members of the USC com-
munity have “always been great.” 

“The committee [at USC], they al-
ways come in and check on all the ven-
dors, making sure they’re happy,” Rus 
said. “I know there’s a lot of support to 
keep the market open. It’s been great. 
I have a lot of faculty members who, 
every so often, come and support.”

Komal Aujla, a freshman majoring 
in international relations with an em-
phasis in global business, was a first-
time attendee at the farmers’ market.

“It’s a great way to get to know 
local vendors in the L.A. area, and 
different types of cuisine; this is 
my first time trying a pupusa and I 
really like it,” Aujla said. 

The Trojan Farmers Market has 
had a good impact on some busi-
nesses, like The Fruit Patch — a 
family-run dried fruit and nuts 
business. Miles Gama-Kadrmas, 

Trojan Farmers Market shows 
resilience amid financial strain
After nearly two decades, 
local stands and farmers 
see rising business costs.

| see MARKET, page 7 |

Bella Hoffman / Daily Trojan

“I can’t speak for all facul-
ty, but in my department there’s 
been no suggestion, no discussion 
about micromanaging content in 
classrooms, creating guidelines 
or guardrails,” Swerdlow said. 
“There has been a strong commit-
ment to academic freedom.”

Student and faculty experiences 
with free speech on campus are not 
uniform. Identity, political lean-
ings and specific settings in and 
out of the classroom contribute to a 
divided view on how such freedoms 
are enduring on campus, which 
is reflected in the confidence of 
Arielle Cai who believes there will 
be an increase in the expression of 
free speech over the next year com-
pared to Chase Gonzalez’s reserved 
approach preferring to save these 
conversations for close friends 
and not the classroom setting. 
Nevertheless, there is some hope 
for the future and for the University 
committing to maintaining diverse 
perspectives in a time when they 
seem to be cast aside.

“Despite lots of turbulent times 
for this campus and for the world, 
I’ve consistently seen the stu-
dents leading the way in a lot of 
freedom of thought and a lot of 
fearlessness,” Swerdlow said.

SPEECH

| continued from page 5 |

Tara Su / Daily Trojan
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By KEATON TRACY
Staff Writer 

In February, cuts in federal fund-
ing for research from the National 
Institutes of Health and National 
Science Foundation sparked anxi-
eties among USC researchers. Now, 
as students have had to experience 
the effects of these cuts for months, 
USC’s scientific community is still 
preparing for what comes next. 

Cesar Reyes, a fifth-year doc-
toral student pursuing a Ph.D. in 
chemistry, has already seen signifi-
cant cuts to his research budget.

“I had applied for [a NIH] 
fellowship, [the] Advancing 
Research Careers fellowship, and 
that program was canceled this 
year before they announced the 
awardees,” Reyes said.

Reyes never received word on 
funding despite his 50-page applica-
tion already having been evaluated 
with a score given by NIH experts.

These rapid cuts to reward 
programs have led to a funding 

decrease for student researchers at 
USC, which Reyes said is neces-
sary for any research lab.

“One student getting funding in 
a lab would benefit the entire lab,” 
Reyes said. “It allows more money 
to go around for supplies, and … you 

could really expand your research 
ventures, buying the chemicals that 
might be a risk, [or] might not be 
worth purchasing. It could lead to 
some exciting discoveries.” 

The impact of funding cuts to 
students was felt throughout the 

entire system of research — not just 
an individual researcher. 

“Even if one student is affected 
directly, it really affects the entire 
lab, and in turn, the department 
and so on and so forth,” Reyes said.

FE ATURES

USC research work persists despite budget cuts
Students and faculty keep 
up their research while their 
future remains uncertain.

| see RESEARCH, page 8 |

operations manager for The Fruit 
Patch, and their brothers have run 
The Fruit Patch at Trojan Farmers 
Market since it started.

“It’s been good. There’s quite a de-
cent amount of sales here, and then 
we meet some people that we’ve 
known forever,” Gama-Kadrmas said. 
“It’s nice to see the change in people. 
I’ve seen people come as freshmen 
and [who] now are grad students.”

But for vendors like Gama-
Kadrmas, who don’t grow the prod-
ucts they sell and simply process 
them, new trade policies and com-
muting around L.A. regularly pose fi-
nancial challenges to their business.  

“Gas is a little expensive, and taxes; 
tariffs for stuff that’s not grown in the 
[United States], like cashews,” Gama-
Kadrmas said. “[It’s] been a little hard. 
We had to adjust prices.” 

Nonna’s Pantry, an Italian-owned 
business that started in 2021, has 
also said it was slightly affected 
when faced with tariffs on imported 
Italian products, rising prices and 
taxes. However, since they produce the 
meals from scratch locally, salesper-
son Alessandro Rossi said such factors 
have not posed huge issues. 

The business operates out of a 
ghost kitchen in Mid-City to make 
fresh pasta and meals from scratch. 
When Nonna’s Pantry comes to the 
Trojan Farmers Market, they make 
their food either overnight or in the 
early morning, but they really come 
to “try to educate the community, es-
pecially here [at] McCarthy Quad.”

“I try to [have] some relationship 
with the customer and make [them] 
more comfortable and try to explain 
the best about my culture, my food,” 
Rossi said. “I try to make a good re-
lationship with the customer.” 

Neta Shubin, a junior majoring 
in computer science, has kept the 
weekly tradition of going to the 
farmers market with her friends 
since her freshman year at USC, and 
compliments what the different ven-
dors have. She said that, depending on 
the vendor, there are budget-friend-
ly options at the market.

“The pupusas, you get a lot of 
bang for your buck,” Shubin said. 
“But the Hawaiian … [is] a bit more 
expensive depending on what you 
get, but I think the food here is 
better [than eating at another res-
taurant] and more interesting.”

While prices for the different 
vendors vary — Delmy’s Pupusas 
go for $5 per pupusa, whereas the 
chicken fried rice at That Pad Thai 
Guy’s stand goes for $15 — each 
stand provides an alternative din-
ing and shopping option for students 
looking to either splurge or save. 

“I would say some of the food 
here is a little bit pricey, but just 
being able to have something new 
makes it worth it,” said Reni Suhr, 
a freshman majoring in psychol-
ogy. “You’re spending the same 
amount of money somewhere [at 
USC Village] as well, or if you’re 
ordering food … so I think the experi-
ence makes up for the extra money.”

According to Rossi, student de-
mand has changed.

“This market is still good. … 
But, this year, in general, the stu-
dents or the community spend 
less money,” Rossi said. 

For Daniella Spadaro, a freshman 
majoring in business administration, 
the comfort she found at the Trojan 
Farmers Market was due to its “famil-
iar environment.” Only living 25 min-
utes away from USC, Spadaro realized 
a lot of the vendors were the same ones 
from her local farmers’ market. 

Even though Spadaro said she 
hasn’t looked deeply into the dif-
ferent price points offered, she said 
she finds the offerings at the market 
to come at a lower cost than other 
snack options on campus. 

“It’s really important for stu-
dents from other places to be able 
to experience and participate in 
other cultures and learn about 
their food and try, and maybe 
they’ll find something they enjoy 
that they wouldn’t have had before 
at home,” Spadaro said.

MARKET
| continued from page 6 |

Henry Kofman / Daily Trojan file photo
Students and faculty conduct their research in buildings like Ginsburg Hall, trying to find ways around 
recent budget cuts to various grant programs impacting their projects.
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Reyes hasn’t been the only stu-
dent affected by the funding deficit. 
Phil Newsome, a third-year doctor-
al student in clinical psychology, 
had his personal funding slashed.

“I was funded by an adminis-
trative supplement, also known 
as a diversity supplement, from 
the [NIH],” Newsome said. “That 
was terminated in June.”

Without external grants to pro-
vide Newsome’s funding, he has 
had to rely on USC’s pre-existing 
mechanisms. He’s been able to 
get some funding back by TA-ing, 
which has brought some issues 
to Newsome’s research.

“With TA-ships here, they are re-
quired 10 hours a week,” Newsome 
said. “I teach two lab sections… 
and then on the side, I have to grade 
their assignments and prepare the 
lesson plans and things like that. 
It’s a significant chunk out of the 
week where, if I wasn’t doing that, 
I would clearly be doing research.”

While students continue to find 
ways to fund their research, pro-
fessors and students alike are un-
sure what their future at USC holds. 
Victoria Petryshyn, an associate 
professor of environmental stud-
ies, questioned how much longer the 
University would be able to pro-
vide for research students.

“We can keep a lot of them cov-
ered on stipends for TA-ships and 
things like that, but there’s a point 
at which that runs out and they have 
to go someplace,” Petryshyn said. 

Petryshyn noted that, as grants 
become more limited, grant applica-
tions will become more competitive. 

“We all have to eat and we all have 
to pay our students,” Petryshyn said.

While professors struggle to con-
tinue funding research students, 
anxiety is spreading among some 
students over what will become of 
academia. Newsome remained con-
cerned for future research students.

“Money is finite, and that goes 
for our department as well,” 
Newsom said. “I have to imagine, as 
our federal budget gets tighter and 
we’re getting less money in, then 
less money will be available to give 
out to new grad students.”

Meanwhile, students like Reyes 
are weighing funding uncertain-
ties when deciding whether it is 
worth continuing to pursue aca-
demic research rather than find-
ing industry jobs.

“When you limit academic 
output, that’s going to have this 
cascade effect where we might not 
directly feel it this year or next year, 
but down the road, when you get a 
lack of innovation, or decreased 
amount of innovation, it would def-
initely be felt,” Reyes said.

For Newsome, cuts to programs 
like the diversity supplement he 
was funded by are fueled by mis-
conceptions about Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion-focused 
research. In February, a press 
release from the U.S. Senate 
Committee on Commerce, Science 
& Transportation called projects 
that were related to social justice, 
environmental justice, status, 
race, or gender “neo-Marxist class 
warfare propaganda.”

“There’s also a lot of work that 
is just people who are underrep-
resented doing what they would 
call regular science. And because 
of the face [on] the paper, it got 
cut,” Newsome said.

Even among researchers whose 
funding has remained largely 
consistent, concerns were being 
raised about the greater world of 
science and this country’s shift-
ing importance in it. 

For Travis WIllaims, a professor 
of chemistry, this is a process that’s 
all too familiar. Williams was one of 
the researchers targeted by a list of 
“Woke DEI” NSF-funded research.

“The process [of writing grants] 
hasn’t changed a lot. It has always 
been: You talk to the program offi-
cer, you read the solicitation, you fig-
ure out what they’re looking for and 
if you can, respond to it,” Williams 

said. “What they’re looking for has 
changed, but what the government is 
looking to fund changes every year.”

Moving forward, Williams was 
unsure what the landscape of stu-
dent research could look like.

“How many students can we train? 
How are we going to compensate 
them?” Williams said. “How do we 
balance the needs of education with 
the needs of available funding, tuition 
and the growth of institutions?” 

Meanwhile, student research-
ers are relying on themselves to 
advocate for their work.

“Part of being a scientist is to 
be an activist for your own field,” 

Reyes said. “It would solve a lot of 
issues if the public just had a bet-
ter understanding of why it takes so 
much money to do what we do, and 
why it’s also beneficial to everybody.”

Despite federal changes, 
Petryshyn is hopeful that the country 
will remember the value of science.

“My ideal scenario is we realize 
that funding science is an investment 
in America. It’s an investment in the 
world. It’s an investment in our fu-
ture,” Petryshyn said. “When the elec-
tron was discovered, it was useless, 
but now it runs our society. You never 
know which discovery is going to be 
the one that changes everything.”

FE ATURES

By MIRANDA HUANG & 
SOPHIA KANG
Features Staff 

Walking into Phoenix Bakery, 
the sweet aroma of pastries and the 
warmth of churning ovens are won-
derfully overwhelming. Bustling work-
ers move in seamless organization 
past one another as customers eye the 
cases of desserts, and familiar kitch-
en noises buzz in the background.

Forget about buttercream frost-
ing or fondant. Sponge cake, 
whipped cream, strawberries and 
almonds are all it took for Phoenix 
Bakery to become a Chinatown sta-
ple, according to CEO and USC alum 
Kathryn Chan Ceppi. For 88 years, 
Los Angeles locals have flocked to 
the bakery for its nostalgic goods 
and familial atmosphere. 

“Every day we hear that four 
generations have come here. My 
grandmother or great-grandmother 
brought me here. My mother brought 
me here. Now I’m bringing my kids 
here,” Chan Ceppi said. 

When they immigrated to the 
United States, Chan Ceppi’s parents 
wanted to recreate some of the sweets 
that their community missed from 
China. In 1938, they founded Phoenix 
Bakery,  and it has since remained a 
hallmark of Chinatown. Chan Ceppi 
said the bakery’s well-known strawb-
erry cream cakes, almond cookies and 
sugar butterflies are not only its most 
popular items but also one of the main 
means of its cultural impact. 

“You will see our strawberry cream 
cakes imitated everywhere you go,” 
Chan Ceppi said. “If you go to 99 Ranch 
[Market] or some of the other bakeries, 
they have a strawberry cream cake 
that originated right here.” 

Although it had long been a part 
of her childhood, Chan Ceppi did 
not immediately return to Phoenix 
Bakery after going to college. She 
worked as an occupational ther-
apist at UCLA for 40 years before 

one of her brothers asked her to 
take over the business. 

“The lessons that we were taught 
here revolved around family. You 
help out whenever it’s necessary,” 
Chan Ceppi said. “When I was at 
USC and I had a final the next day, 
there was no one else to close the 
bakery, so I had to come down … I’m 
going, ‘God, I have a final the next 
day.’ [But it] didn’t matter.” 

Youlen Chan, the bakery’s kitch-
en supervisor and Chan Ceppi’s first 
cousin, followed a similar trajectory. 
Despite working in the bakery since 
he was 12, Chan initially studied eco-
nomics at a local college. However, 
he decided to switch to the baking 
program at Cerritos College after 
weighing the benefits of returning to 
a family business. Soon after, Chan 
re-entered the kitchen. 

“It’s a legacy business, it’s family,“ 
Chan Ceppi said. “We were hop-
ing to keep it that way.”

Similarly, Archives Of Us, a new cafe 
in Koreatown, seeks to act as another 
communal space for locals — family-
inspired founder Nick Kim’s deci-
sion to start the business.

“I grew up in a background very 
familiar with food and beverage, 
and so the concept of hospitality 
has always intrigued me, and has 
always been something that I was 
around,” Kim said. “It was only nat-
ural for me to open up a cafe space 
to welcome in the community, and 
we still try to apply the things that I 
grew up hearing stories of.” 

Kim spoke of how his grandmother 
opened one of the first restaurants in 
South Korea in 1946, four years before 
the Korean War. Initially just an invita-
tion for neighbors to eat home-cooked 
meals, Gukil Ttaro Gukbap became 
a restaurant by chance. 

Without support from a larger 
corporate entity, family business-
es like Archives of Us and Phoenix 
Bakery face unique challenges. 

After combating years of discrim-
ination, adhering to new COVID-19 
pandemic regulations and endur-
ing recent tariffs placed on Chinese 
imports, Phoenix Bakery survived 

because of the loyalty of its cus-
tomers and their families.

“We get a lot of people that come 
in and say... ‘I’ve always got strawb-
erry cakes from here,’” Chan said. 
“[There are people] here for only a 
week, and they had to come here 
because of the experience they had 
when they were younger.” 

Despite the business’s endur-
ance, both Chan Ceppi and Chan ex-
pressed concern for how Chinatown 
is losing its sense of community as 
businesses relocate to Monterey 
Park or the San Gabriel Valley. 

“It’s been dead for years,” Chan 
Ceppi said.  “Unless we get things 
that people are willing to come 
to Chinatown for, it’s not going 
to happen. L.A.’s a destination 
city. If you hear [about] some rea-
lly good restaurant somewhere, 
you’re going to drive to it.” 

Ryan Geng, a sophomore ma-
joring in human biology, said that 
these ethnic enclaves — commu-
nities with a majority ethnic pop-
ulation — are “getting forgotten.” 
Geng explained that this could af-
fect immigrants looking for as-
pects of the homes they left behind.

“My mom came to America by her-
self. My dad came by himself. It’s very 
hard for them to connect in the 
same way, physically, to their fami-
lies,” Geng said. “You have to do it 
through places of shared culture, 
places where you are able to feel 
like you’re not alone.”  

Tyler Chong, a freshman major-
ing in business administration, said 
he thinks all the traffic once preva-
lent in Chinatown has now shift-
ed toward Koreatown. 

“I have not gone [to Chinatown] in 
a while, and that’s because … there’s 
nothing in Chinatown,” Chong said. 
“Obviously, there are restaurants 
and those good spots to eat at if you 
want some Chinese food, but the re-
ality of it is, there’s not much there, 
and the streets are always empty.”

The benefit of Koreatown’s ris-
ing popularity is the emergence of 
another cultural community. For 
L.A. native Chong, the area offers 
a space of comfort and connection 
with restaurants like his favorite 
Han Bat Sul Lung Tang. It is a home 
— both literally and metaphorically. 

“We go away for a week and come 
back, and the first meal we have is soup 

from [Han Bat Sul Lung Tang],” Chong 
said. “I’m even forming new memories 
with the place in college.” 

Although he is Korean, Kim chose 
not to open his cafe in Koreatown 
because he feels the area is “overly 
saturated” compared to where it cur-
rently stands, bordering Chinatown. 
Unlike many cafes, which prioritize 
foot traffic and accessibility, Kim 
wanted the cafe to be a hidden space, 
serving as a place of rest.

“When it comes to hospitality, 
when it comes to cultures mixing 
and mashing with our menu, we 
want to go against the grain with 
a lot of things and be different, but 
not pretentious,” Kim said.

Regardless of whether these plac-
es are new or longstanding, local food 
establishments continue to impact 
their customers. With ethnic enclaves 
disappearing, food has become an es-
sential for building community.

“I think food’s important 
because there’s a lot of history and 
a lot of different dishes, and to a lot 
of these people will feel like home,” 
Chong said. “It’s really powerful 
that food is one of those ways that 
we can speak our differences.” 

Finding community in LA’s ethnic enclaves
Two local spots are cultural 
centers in Koreatown and 
Chinatown amid hardships. 

RESEARCH | Students, faculty navigate cuts to grant programs
| continued from page 7 |

Teo Gonzales / Daily Trojan
Phoenix Bakery has been a staple in Chinatown for 88 years, sharing Chinese sweets, like cream cakes and 
sugar butterflies with the Los Angeles Community around them.

Lauren Kim / Daily Trojan
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Arts & Entertainment
by Kody CHrISTIAnSEn
Staff Writer

A rooster’s call. The soft shuffle of 
hooves. The distant creak of a gate. The 
sound of farm life filled the Sanctuary 
Theatre long before the lights came up. 
When the barn doors finally opened 
on the School of Dramatic Arts BFA 
acting for stage and screen junior class 
cohort’s “Animal Farm,” the audience 
was already inside the world. 

The actors emerged, their hands 
shaped into hooves and wings, each 
movement deliberate. There were no 
oversized masks or heavy costumes: 
What emerged was a world built from 
instinct and imagination, a farm both 
hilarious and heartbreakingly human.

First published in 1945, George 
Orwell’s “Animal Farm” remains one 
of literature’s most enduring politi-
cal allegories — a story of revolu-
tion and control that never loses its 
bite. SDA brought it to life through 
laughter and sincerity, transform-
ing Orwell’s fable into something 
modern and moving.

Director Zachary Steel, associate 
professor of theatre practice and di-
rector of comedy, infused the produc-
tion with physicality and play. 

“I’m always interested in something 
physical,” Steel said. “It was kind 
of open-ended in our interpreta-
tion of it, which is also fun with stu-
dents because they can bring a lot 
of them to it. They can invent. They 
can be creative. They can choreo-
graph. We can create.” 

His approach turned a blank can-
vas into a world of equal parts chaos 
and choreography based on a judg-
ment-free environment. 

“They can take big risks and be 
weird and fail and trust that they’re 
not going to be shamed,” Steel 
said. “In fact, they’re going to be 
supported at every step.”

That trust became the founda-
tion for a cast that felt like family. For 
Aaron Eichenlaub, who played Boxer 
the horse, the rehearsal process felt 
like training both body and spirit. 

“Zach told us from the first day 
of rehearsal to pick two or three 
physical traits to embody as the 
animal,” Eichenlaub said. “I didn’t 
know how much horse to bring and 
how much Aaron to bring. It feels 
like a gym for actors … discovering 
how the physicality informed those 
choices was wonderful.”

Nash Rahman, who played Clover, 
said she played “a female horse, who 
depicts the feminist working class at 
the time.” Her academic and creative 
work shaped her approach to the role. 

“My feminist theory class has been 
helping me a lot with how I want to 
build my character structure and give 
it the lifelike qualities that I want it to 
have,” Rahman said. “Something that 
has been helping me is vocalization 
and becoming comfortable with it, 
learning how to neigh, learning how 
to whinny … and working with two 
legs instead of four.” 

That blend of physicality and 
meaning shaped through collabora-
tion and years of shared experience 
within a familiar cohort of actors 
truly defined the entire production.

“We add so much off of each oth-
er, each show, each rehearsal, each 
run,” Rahman said. “It’s feeding on 
each other’s energy.”

That same energy carried into 
Yara Raymond’s performance, 
who played several roles, includ-
ing Moses the crow, bringing 
both humor and realism to her 

characters. For Raymond, come-
dy became its own form of truth.

“[It is] freeing,” Raymond said. 
“We don’t really need to display 
the symbolism; it’s right there for 
us … It’s incredibly timely. Leaning 
into the bizarre … and understand-
ing that absurdity and seriousness 
can exist at the same time, and two 
things are true at once. We don’t live 
in a world that’s so black and white.”

Lauren Collins, the show’s stage 
manager and a sophomore major-
ing in dramatic arts with an empha-
sis in stage management, watched it 
all unfold from the wings.

“They’ve all been working together 
for years, and throughout the rehears-
al, it was their relationship that made 
them such a joy to work with,” Collins 
said. “I couldn’t imagine what it was 
going to look like, and I’m incredibly 
happy with how it turned out.” 

Collins described rehearsals as joy-
ful and unpredictable. One pivotal 
scene stuck with her. When it came 
time to decide how the show would 

shift from humor to heartbreak during 
a scene where characters are executed, 
she said it was the cast who came up 
with the impactful transition.

“The actors had this idea of us-
ing a table set piece and dropping 
it down on the ground and making 
this huge bang,” Collins said. “The 
first time that we were blocking 
this, I had such a pit of dread in my 
stomach, and I remember watching 
it and the tone shift between what 
we had been doing so far.”

By the final act, the laughter 
turned to silence. Eichenlaub’s 
cries as Boxer were raw, Rahman’s 
mournful neighs were soul-pierc-
ing and the eerie calm around 
them was unnerving. The audience 
sat in stillness, suspended between 
absurdity and truth. When the fi-
nal lights dimmed, the audience 
stayed still for a moment before 
erupting into cheers. 

“It’s thrilling and terrifying at 
the same time,” Eichenlaub said. 
“You want audiences to walk away 

feeling the impact and the weight 
of what we’ve just done.”

Steel echoed the sentiment, 
noting that what mattered most 
wasn’t the politics of the piece, but 
the sense of connection it created 
between everyone in the theater. 

“More than a call to action, this 
play is an opportunity to feel a 
sense of togetherness,” Steel said. 
“For the time that we’re in the the-
ater together, we can actually feel 
things ... sadness, grief, anger, but 
also joy and laughter.”

USC’s “Animal Farm” reminded 
audiences that revolution isn’t only 
political, it’s personal. Beneath the 
barn lights and the echo of hoof-
beats, nine actors found something 
deeply human. What remained post-
show wasn’t rebellion or ruin, but a 
reminder that humanity, at its core, 
is still learning how to stand upright.

“Animal Farm” was performed 
at Dick Wolf Drama Center’s 
Sanctuary Theatre Nov. 6-9.

‘Animal Farm’ blends absurdity, laughter, truth
Behind the red barn doors, 
an apt cast of nine redefines 
George Orwell’s allegory.

vic Grzesiuk / USC School of Dramatic Arts
Director of Comedy at the School of Dramatic Arts Zach Steel directed the stage adaptation of George 
Orwell’s classic allegorical novel, “Animal Farm,” as a comedic interpretation on an otherwise dramatic narrative.

by FAbIÁn GUTIÉrrEZ
Associate Managing Editor

Depression-era suits and hats, high-
flying dancers and a whole lot of dice: 
Midcentury cats and theater fans 
alike were in for an impressive show 
this weekend. The School of Dramatic 
Arts put on a brightly-colored, high-
octane musical masterclass, with 
its fourth-year BFA musical theatre 
students right at the heart.

“Guys and Dolls” tells two stories 
of romance and gambling in a fan-
tastical Manhattan based on Damon 
Runyon’s stories of post-prohibi-
tion New York City. Sky Masterson 
(Gabriel Navarro) and Nathan 
Detroit (Bruno Koskoff) run a wager 
that puts the former in love while the 
latter is up against the wall — win-
ning a “doll” over was the bet, but 
missionary Sarah Brown (Madigan 
Rear) proves to be no pushover.

In a story that inherits antiquated, 
of-its-time misogynistic undertones 
— and direction that unfortunately 
does little to avoid — it feels like cos-
mic justice that the two women leads 
are the lifeblood of the show. Rear’s 
Sarah Brown feels plucked out of the 
1950s, with a warm and curious char-
acter arc perfectly complemented by 
her pitch-perfect old-soul timbre.

Opposite Koskoff’s Detroit, 
Neema Muteti as Miss Adelaide 
and her powerhouse voice are 
as sweet as a spoonful of sug-
ar each time she takes the stage. 
Whether it be in one of two num-
bers alongside her Hot Box Girls 
or hearing Nathan’s pleas in “Sue 
Me,” Muteti heals theatregoers like 
chicken noodle soup does a cold, 
with magnetic physicality and pure 
joy in her performance.

This is not to say the titular guys 
have little to give: Navarro oozes 
wicked charisma as Sky, doing good 
justice to the iconic “Luck Be a Lady” 
shoulder-to-shoulder with a full-
tank ensemble of gamblers who filled 
Bing Theatre with life — and testos-
terone — throughout. Meanwhile, 
the Nathan Detroit that Koskoff 
brings forth is perfect. Seldom does 

one get to say they see a performance 
so precise — hilarious timing and 
choreography delivered to boot.

As if out of a tasting menu, hot 
plates of big-band suspender-clad 
no-good gamblers kept coming out 
of the oven. Chief among them were 
Anton Peter as Benny Southstreet 
and Eugene Boyd as Nicely-Nicely 
Johnson, adding quips and laughs 
to standout pieces such as the titu-
lar “Guys and Dolls” and “Sit Down, 
You’re Rockin’ the Boat.”

This all takes place in a Bing 
set that feels like a lived-in world 
from the hectic “Runyonland” until 
the curtain comes down. In what 
has become a staple in USC’s big-
gest proscenium stage, rotating 
set pieces and projections came to-
gether to make agile and hilarious 
transitions from scene to scene in a 
Big Apple rotten right to the core, 
courtesy of seniors Lukas Garberg, 
Alex Muir and Jackson Doran.

Props also need to be handed 
to the lighting team led by Billie 
Oleyar, authors of the uniting 
sinews of each transition from 
one space to another, and better 
mood setters than bath bombs 
and scented candles.

Expert conducting courtesy of 
Billy Thompson and intricate yet 
spontaneous choreography from 
S. Anindo Marshall and Marin 
Helppie are exemplary and add to 
the absolute spectacle in front of 
the audience’s eyes, though num-
bers like “Havana” take marks 
off for other reasons. In a per-
formance that, at the very least, 

acknowledges outdated visions 
of gender in its program content 
warning, little is said about a cari-
cature they make no apologies for.

The brief detour some of its 
characters make to Cuba is most-
ly wonderful — thanks to gorgeous 
set pieces, projections and music. 
However, the sequence that follows 
reveals a disappointing directing 
choice to lean into tired stereo-
types about oversexualized Latin 
music and Caribbean culture. In 
putting on a show like “Guys and 
Dolls” in 2025, there is an opportu-
nity to subvert long-time prejudic-
es; the opportunity was not just ig-
nored, but damn-near spat on.

Being on-the-nose and aware 
of misogyny in the show — to 
the point of including it in the 
program and having femme-pre-
senting actors playing male roles 
satirically — and then playing to 
Latine stereotypes like it’s noth-
ing at all is a total slap in the face.

Still, for what its outstanding stu-
dent artists and performers can be 
responsible for, they come together 
to breathe life into Bing Theatre dur-
ing a packed Trojan Family Weekend 
crowd that rightfully roared into a 
standing ovation Saturday night. 
All of the moving parts in “Guys and 
Dolls” roll into one hell of a payout 
in the end for a one-of-a-kind group 
that seemingly had Lady Luck by 
their side on this one — whether they 
needed her or not.

“Guys and Dolls” ran at Bing 
Theatre Nov. 6-9.

‘Guys and Dolls’ risks it all — wins big

Craig Schwartz / USC School of Dramatic Arts
The School of Dramatic Arts chose the classic historical comedy “Guys and Dolls” for its Fall 2025 musical, a 
choice that led the students involved to a successful production and performance from the acting to the costumes.
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Classified Line Ad: One insertion: $11.00 for 15 words or 
fewer, 35¢ for each additional word • Five insertions: $49.50 
for 15 words or fewer,  $1 each additional word • 20 insertions: 
$184.50 for 15 words or fewer,  $3 each additional word.
Classified Display Ad: One insertion: $15.50 per column 
inch • Five insertions: $70.50 per column inch • 20 insertions: 
$263.50 per column inch.

Classified ads:may be placed in Student Union 402,  
Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 12 noon and 1 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Call (213) 740-2707:for more information. Classified ads 
cannot be taken over the phone and require advance 
payment. No refunds on cancelled classified ads. 
Visit www.dailytrojan.com/ads:for more rates, 
information, and policies.

MISCELLANEOUS

700 Announcements

ACROSS

 1 Wished, as a 
goodbye

 5 English Lit or 
Intermediate 
French

10 Reckless

14 One perched on a 
lily pad

15 Yankees slugger 
Judge

16 Sound heard in a 
cave

17 Fancy one-handed 
basketball shot

19 Enter

20 H.S. senior’s 
exam

21 Serious theatrical 
work

22 Concur

23 ___ splicing

25 Good-looking 
companion on the 
red carpet, say

27 Language spoken 
in Kathmandu

29 Destiny

30 Org. looking for 
alien life

31 Whoopi’s role in 
1985’s “The Color 
Purple”

33 Bowler or 
sombrero

36 Punch in the 
mouth, slangily

40 “Sure is”

41 Ralph who ran 
for president four 
times

42 Falco of “The 
Sopranos”

43 Popular brand of 
hiking sandals

44 Raked in

47 Cat’s little pink 
paws, cutesily

51 Feel sorry for

52 Multinational 
currency since 
2002

53 Blokes

55 Airer of “Euphoria” 
and “The Last of 
Us”

58 Loads

59 What a dog 
desires from the 
dinner table ... 
or a hint to 17-, 
25-, 36- and 
47-Across

61 Tilt-a-Whirl or 
Teacups

62 Wipe the slate 
clean?

63 As well

64 Goes steady with

65 Where shipwreck 
victims might be 
marooned

66 Cold one

DOWN

 1 Closest pals 
always

 2 Song for a diva

 3 “Stay seated”

 4 Sunny-side-up 
item

 5 Place for privacy 
in a library

 6 ___ Croft, “Tomb 
Raider” character

 7 Welcoming 
feature of a 
bakery

 8 Sun phenomenon 
that can cause 
radio blackouts

 9 TV show with 
the most Emmy 
nominations of 
all time, familiarly 
(350+)

10 Music genre for 
Bob Marley

11 Nut for a squirrel

12 Backed (away 
from)

13 Beehive 
production

18 Fashion designer 
Mode in “The 
Incredibles”

22 Performed on the 
stage

24 “Beowulf” or the 
“Iliad”

26 Street name in 
the center of town

27 Hawaiian goose

28 Skaters who do 
lifts and twizzles

30 ___ blue

32 Language suffix

33 Secret 
compartment, 
informally

34 The “A” in DNA

35 Most common 
English word

37 Where pants may 
need patching

38 Source of much 
igneous rock

39 Left the area

43 Steakhouse 
options named for 
a letter

45 Fruit left on 
teachers’ desks, 
perhaps

46 Stand up

47 Rips

48 Protruding 
bellybutton type

49 Gradually wear 
away, as soil

50 Sandbar

54 Church area next 
to the chancel

56 Big name in 
noise-canceling 
headphones

57 Stench

59 Architect I.M. ___

60 Just lovely, 
informally
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ACROSS

 1 Field of 
unknowns

 8 Lead role in the 
highest-grossing 
film of 1985

13 Scrapes from a 
motorcycle fall

15 It “lies just 
halfway between 
rashness and 
cowardice,” 
per Miguel de 
Cervantes

16 “Marvelous” 
TV character 
played by Rachel 
Brosnahan

18 Facedown

19 Shrink back

20 Place for eggs

22 Muttonhead

23 Cousin of a 
springbok

24 Outdoor apparel 
company with 
mountains in its 
logo

26 Delight

27 Vulcans, for one

28 Christmas carol 
contraction

29 Actress Lily of 
“Killers of the 
Flower Moon”

30 Slow-but-steady 
advancements

31 Get a Lyft, say

32 Short greetings

35 They may stop 
the presses

36 Henry ___, 
founder of Time, 
Life and Sports 
Illustrated

37 Initial challenge

38 Knock one out of 
the park

39 With, en français

40 Org. offering 
jumps

41 Vittorio who 
directed “Bicycle 
Thieves”

42 Buck the 
establishment

44 Split
46 Remains to be 

seen?
47 Certain 

expectant 
parents

48 Stopped 
vacillating

49 7-Eleven 
and Circle K, 
informally

DOWN
 1 Focus of an 

airplane battle, 
maybe

 2 Legendary rock 
singer?

 3 Containers that 
are often red

 4 Halley of Halley’s 
comet

 5 Cornrow, e.g.
 6 Skate park 

fixture
 7 Mount for 

Quixote’s squire
 8 Award won three 

times in the 
W.N.B.A. by A’ja 
Wilson

 9 Assistance for 
short drivers?

10 Walk with 
exaggerated 
motions

11 ___ Johnson, 
inventor of the 
Super Soaker

12 California 
town thought 
(incorrectly) to 
be named from 
a backward 
“bakery” sign

14 Type of  
argument with 
conflicting 
accounts

17 Result of 
sleeping in,  
say

21 Moves along 
quickly, as a 
horse

24 Protects  
oneself, possum-
style

25 Fumble around 
in the dark

27 Home of  
Banff National 
Park

29 Wonder Woman 
portrayer

30 Brouhaha

31 “Welsh” dish 
with melted 
cheese

32 Cuban container

33 Water cooler?

34 Colorful shawls

35 “Are you done 
guessing?”

36 Get bested by

37 Grain with a 
nutty flavor

38 Safe job?

41 Netflix offerings 
until 2023

43 Source of some 
flashbacks

45 Sucker, for short
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Group Photography Reservations Available Now
Monday - Friday, 

9 a.m. - 12 noon and 1 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Call or E-mail:

(213) 740-5634 • brundage@usc.edu

Group Photos will be taken:
Mon / Wed / Thurs / Fri, Now - Dec. 1

between 11 a.m. and +/- 9 p.m.
at selected locations

Reservations must be made with payment
(Cash, Check, Credit Card or REQ)

$125 - 1/2 page       •       $200 - 1 page
$350 - 2 pages

Clubs, Organizations, 
Recreation Club Council ,

Fraternit ies,  Sororit ies
and Housing

Would you like to see your group in the 
2026 USC El Rodeo Yearbook?

ANSWER TO TODAY’S PUZZLE

ACROSS

 1 “No ___, no 
glory!”

 5 Floral shade

10 Diamonds, 
informally

13 “A likely story”

14 Puccini’s “___ 
Butterfly”

15 D.C. ballplayer

16 It is “an ever-
fixed mark 
that looks on 
tempests and is 
never shaken,” 
per Shakespeare

17 Trample

18 Belgian resort 
renowned for its 
mineral springs

19 Brief time to 
savor one’s glory, 
metaphorically

21 Boy king of 
Egypt

22 Shorthand pro

23 Written to 
arouse, say

25 Turnip or 
rutabaga

29 Diaphanous

31 Coyote pup’s 
place

34 Mysterious way 
to vanish

37 Eye layer

39 Lugged

40 Sicily’s highest 
peak

41 Practical and 
unpretentious

44 Madrid’s country, 
on World Cup 
scoreboards

45 Top-tier

46 40-Across output

47 One-of-a-kind

50 Delay

55 Baseball great 
Mel

56 Oscar-winning 
Disney song 
sung by a 
crab named 
Sebastian

60 South America’s 
___ de la Plata

61 Mythological 
figure whose ill-
fated trajectory 
is suggested by 
19-, 34-, 41- 
and 56-Across

62 Venetian blind 
component

63 Animal with an 
udder

64 Thin layer

65 Sidewalk eatery

66 “Bel Canto” 
author Patchett

67 Cathedral 
recesses

68 Black gemstone

DOWN

 1 Embellishes

 2 W.W. II menace

 3 “Fiddler on the 
Roof” protagonist

 4 Drinking vessel 
that often has a 
hinged lid

 5 Wood strip

 6 ___ fixe

 7 Run out, as a 
subscription

 8 16-Across, to 
Molière

 9 Italian dessert 
menu staple

10 Kick off

11 Certain monk(ey)
s

12 Coup d’___

14 Winter hrs. in 
Salt Lake City

20 Sushi seaweed

24 Pointed part of a 
pitchfork

26 Not fooled by

27 Central Plains 
tribe

28 Wreck beyond 
repair

30 Ensnare

31 “My bro!”

32 Process of 
change over 
generations

33 Still learning to 
navigate local 
landmarks, say

35 Prefix with watt

36 Purchase for a 
family room

38 Opposed to

42 Spirit of Mexico?

43 Dish that’s 
“slung”

48 Open, as a bottle

49 Some Dutch 
cheeses

51 Major British 
grocery chain

52 Narnia lion

53 Like spinach or 
chard

54 Material for 
some gloves and 
balloons

55 Largest member 
of the dolphin 
family

57 Canal-turned-
boulevard in 
Schenectady, 
N.Y.

58 The “R” of R/H/E

59 Airport org.

PUZZLE BY CORRY CROPPER
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ROOMS

000 Rentals

PRIVATE ROOM WITH BATH & 
3 BDRM/3 BATH TOWNHOME. 
Brand new building. Starting at $1,695 
to $5,100/month, with $500 to $700 
off from 1st month rent. Across from 
campus, private garage attached, in-
unit laundry, surveillance cameras, gat-
ed building, hardwood floors, stainless 
steel stove, fridge, microwave, dish-
washer, A/C & heating in every room, 
DPS boundary. 1168 W. 36th Place.
Leasing@FirstChoiceHousing.com,
(213) 765-3330.                                   (S)

NORTH OF CAMPUS. Utilities, In-
ternet, Laundry Included. Queer Safe. 
Double/Single starting $1,000/month. 
Move-in Ready. (310) 666-3475.    (3-6)

APARTMENTS

STUDIO, 1 & 2 BDRM. Starting at 
$1,800/month, with $500 off from 1st 
month rent. Near the Rows, hardwood 
floors throughout, stove, fridge, mi-
crowave, dishwasher, A/C & heating, 
gated building & parking, laundry, sur-
veillance cameras, DPS boundary. 2611 
Portland. Leasing@FirstChoiceHous-
ing.com, (213) 765-3330.                     (S)

1 BDRM/1 BATH. Starting at $1,750/
month, with $500 off from 1st month 
rent. Parking, laundry, gated building, 
hardwood floor, stove, fridge, micro-
wave, A/C & heating, DPS boundary. 
1211 W. 28th Street. Leasing@First-
ChoiceHousing.com, (213) 765-3330.
                                                             (S)

STUDIO, 1 & 2 BDRM. Starting at 
$1,700/month, with $500 off from 
1st month rent. A/C & heating, hard-
wood floor, gated building & parking, 
laundry, stove, fridge, microwave, DPS 
boundary. 2126-2150 S. Oak & 867-889 
W. 23rd Street. Leasing@FirstChoice-
Housing.com, (213) 765-3330.           (S)

LIVE JUST MINUTES 
FROM USC!

(S)

2 BR / 1 BA Starting At $2,000-$2,195/Mo.
One Month Free On 12 Month Lease

  (323) 519-5431
2700ellendale@fredleedsproperties.com

2 BDRM/1 BATH. $2,495/month. 
Less than a block to campus. In-unit 
laundry, surveillance cameras, gated 
building, hardwood floors throughout, 
stainless steel appliances (stove, frig, 
microwave, dishwasher), A/C in every 
room, gated parking, DPS boundary. 
1211 W. 37th Drive. Furnished option 
available, $2,650/month. Call, Text, 
WhatsApp or WeChat to: 
(213) 999-9997. www.StudentHousing
NearUSC.com.                                   (S)

1 & 2 BDRM. Starting at $1,825/
month, with $500 off from 1st 
month rent. A/C & heating, hard-
wood floor, gated building & park-
ing, laundry, stove, fridge, microwave, 
DPS boundary. 1204 W. Adams Blvd.  
Leasing@FirstChoiceHousing.com, 
(213) 765-3330.                                   (S)

✔ Walk to USC, DPS zone
✔ Spacious & Updated
✔ Gated access, Onsite Laundry!
✔ Secure Gated Parking available 
✔ Furnished / Unfurnished options
�� Text:  (626) 658-8138
�� Email: regalrita803@gmail.com

 ��  Now Leasing – Fall 2025!  ��

803 W. 30th St., LA, CA 90007
REGAL RITA

BACHELOR, STUDIO & 1 BDRM. 
Starting at $1,800/month and up, with 
$500 off from 1st month rent. Across 
from University Village, surveil-
lance cameras, laundry, gated build-
ing & parking, hardwood floor, stove, 
fridge, microwave, A/C & heating, DPS 
boundary. 3036 S. Hoover. 
Leasing@FirstChoiceHousing.com,
(213) 765-3330.                                    (S)

STUDIO, 1 & 2 BDRM. Starting at 
$1,650/month, with $500 off from 1st 
month rent. Hardwood floor, gated 
building & parking, stove, fridge, mi-
crowave, DPS boundary. 2621 Mag-
nolia Avenue. Leasing@FirstChoice-
Housing.com, (213) 765-3330.           (S)

STUDIO & 2 BDRM. Starting at 
$1,850/month, with $500 off from 
1st month rent. A/C & heating, hard-
wood floor, gated building & parking, 
laundry, stove, fridge, microwave, dish-
washer. Across from gate #6. 1125-1133-
1137 W. 36th Pl. Leasing@FirstChoice-
Housing.com, (213) 765-3330.          (S)(11-17)

****  PALMS  ****
4 Bdrm + Loft / 3 Bath • $4,995/mo
3640 Westwood Blvd., LA 90034 

3670 Midvale Ave., LA 90034
2 Bdrm / 2 Bath • $2,995/mo
3614 Faris Drive, LA 90034

****  MAR VISTA  **** 
2 Bdrm / 2 Bath • $2,995/mo
11913 Avon Way, LA 90066

Gated, Garage, Intercom Entry, 
Alarm, Fireplace, Central Air and 

Heating, New Dishwasher, Stove & 
Refrigerator, Mix Carpet and Vinyl 

Plank. Laundry In Premises.

www.westsideplaces.com
(310) 391-1076

3 BDRM/1 BATH. $3,495/month. 
Less than a block to campus. In-unit 
laundry, surveillance cameras, gated 
building, hardwood floors throughout, 
stainless steel appliances (stove, frig, 
microwave, dishwasher), A/C in every 
room, gated parking, DPS boundary. 
1211 W. 37th Drive. Furnished option 
available, $3,695/month. Call, Text, 
WhatsApp or WeChat to: 
(213) 999-9997. www.StudentHousing
NearUSC.com.                                   (S)

STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BDRM. Starting at 
$1,665/month, with $500 off from 1st 
month rent. A/C & heating, hardwood 
floor, gated building & parking, stove, 
fridge, microwave, DPS boundary. 
2605 S. Orchard. Leasing@First
ChoiceHousing.com, (213) 765-3330.
                                                             (S)

300 ServiceS

MISCELLANEOUS

THE TRUSTED AUTO 
REPAIR EXPERTS

Trojan Midas 
2424 S. Figueroa St. | 213-749-3488

Tires. Brakes. Oil. Everything

15% DISCOUNT
with USC Student or Staff ID

71048_LOSANG_571_DlrFlyr_032020_1.8x2.indd   13/11/20   10:47 AM

ITEMS FOR SALE

400 merchandise

Soccer Shop USA
3974 1/2 South Figueroa Street

(Corner of Figueroa & Martin Luther King)
(213) 749-0015

WWW.SOCCERSHOPUSA.COM
Sale on Jerseys/Shoes (FG, TURF, Indoor)

10% Discount with USC Student I.D.

HOUSE/CONDO

1 BDRM/1 BATH BUNGALOW. 
Starting at $1,650/month, with $500 
off from 1st month rent. One block 
to campus, parking, hardwood floor, 
fridge, stove, microwave, DPS bound-
ary. 1187 W. 37th Drive. 
Leasing@FirstChoiceHousing.com, 
(213) 765-3330.                                   (S)

CLASSIFIEDS
classifieds@dailytrojan.com

(213) 740-2707
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by EdEn ConnEr
Men’s Water Polo Beat Writer 

No. 1 USC men’s water polo put 
its depth on display in a 22-13 win 
against No. 10 UC Santa Barbara 
on Saturday at Uytengsu Aquatics 
Center. The Trojans’ dominating 
control of the ball throughout the 
game gave them time to create mul-
tiple different scoring opportuni-
ties, allowing 14 players the chance 
to find the back of the net.

After beating two top-four teams 
in the nation last weekend, the Trojans 
(18-2, 4-1 Mountain Pacific Sports 
Federation) made playing a top-10 
team look easy, holding the lead for 
the entire duration of the game. USC 
presented not just an unrelenting of-
fensive front to the Gauchos (16-13, 
2-2 Big West), but a unified one. 

On the attack, the Trojans’ ball 
movement was tight and controlled, 
allowing USC to get clear looks at 
shots with a 65% shooting efficien-
cy and scoring contributions from 
across the lineup. Alternatively, the 
Gauchos’ struggle against the Trojans’ 
defense forced them to take much 
more difficult shots, leaving UCSB 
scoring on only 39% of attempts. 

Junior driver Robert López Duart 
affirmed his position as one of the 
Trojans’ most dangerous offensive 
weapons with a hat trick, adding 
to his lead as the highest goal scor-
er on the team and tallying his 14th 
multi-goal game this season. 

Senior Driver Jack Vort record-
ed a hat trick as well, netting the 
first two goals in the third quarter 

within 38 seconds of each oth-
er. After his first scoreless game 
of the season last Sunday, senior 
driver Mihailo Vukazić was back 
in regular form, contributing two 
goals to the Trojans’ 22.

Aside from the goalies, most 
Trojans in the pool had a decent 
look at a goal over the course of 
the game. Freshmen drivers Gavin 
Conant and Efe Naipoglu, as well as 
freshman 2-meter Strahinja Krstić, 
notched two goals each. Junior 
Driver Zach Bettino started the 
fourth quarter with a goal and led 
the team in assists with three. 

Sophomore utility Ben Mirisch, 
alongside sophomore drivers 
Chase Landa and Taj Whitehead, 
continued the fourth quarter scor-
ing with a goal each. Junior and se-
nior utilities Stefan Branković and 
Andrej Grgurevic each found the 
back of the net, as did senior driv-
er Evan Ausmus and redshirt se-
nior 2-meter Jack Martin.

Though redshirt senior driver 
Brock Zamanian’s six-goal hero-
ics improved the Gauchos’ score, 
they were unable to overtake 
the Trojan defense and strong 
goaltending. Redshirt sophomore 
starting goalkeeper Charles Mills 
had seven saves on the day, split-
ting time with redshirt junior 
goalie Bernardo Herzer and soph-
omore goalie Nemo Pavoggi, who 
recorded two saves each.

UCSB’s defensive struggles 
were evident in their desperate 
attempts to stop the Trojan of-
fense, which gave the Trojans mul-
tiple opportunities to shoot from 
2 and 5 meters, converting on all 
but one penalty shot. The Trojans 
picked up most of their exclusions 

in the second half of the game, but 
still managed to score 13 goals, 
offsetting any potential damage 
from the Gauchos’ offense. 

The win improves the Trojans’ 
record against the Gauchos to 50-3. 
In the Trojans’ most recent matchup 
with UCSB on Aug. 30, the Gauchos 
were within one point of USC at 
multiple moments of the game. On 
Saturday, however, there was not a 
moment during the matchup where 
Trojan fans felt any sense of uncer-
tainty in a USC victory. 

USC will face No. 2 UCLA (21-1, 
4-1) on Nov. 15 at Uytengsu Aquatic 
Center in their final game of the 
regular season, with major impli-
cations for the MPSF playoff pic-
ture. After USC upset the Bruins 
on Oct. 18, another Trojan victory 
would seal their number-one rank-
ing heading into the playoffs, but 
a loss would likely hand the top 
ranking to their crosstown rival.

The Trojans exploded for 
22 goals and extended their 
win streak to five games.

No. 1 men’s water polo dominates No. 10 Gauchos 

by bEnnETT 
CHrISToFFErSon
Sports Editor 

When Northwestern graduate de-
fensive lineman Najee Story picked 
off a pass at USC’s 25-yard line and be-
gan bolting it to the end zone with a 
chance to give the Wildcats their first 
lead of the game in the second quarter, 
redshirt junior quarterback Jayden 
Maiava had one goal in mind: Stop 
him from scoring, no matter what.

As the last Trojan standing 
between Story and the end zone, 
Maiava slammed into him at the 
1-yard line, knocking the ball out of 
his hands and through the back of 
the end zone for a touchback.

“I thought I’d just go out there 
and sacrifice my body for my broth-
ers,” Maiava said of the play in a 
postgame news conference.

83 seconds later, redshirt 
freshman running back King Miller 
took a 12-yard run into the end zone 
— after rushing for 55 yards just two 
plays prior — to put No. 17 USC (7-
2, 5-1 Big Ten) up 21-14, a score that 
had seemed certain to go in favor 
of Northwestern (5-4, 3-3) just mo-
ments before. The Trojans wouldn’t 
relinquish that lead for the rest of the 
night, cruising through the second 
half to a 38-17 victory Friday night at 
Los Angeles Memorial Coliseum.

“Honestly, I didn’t know what was 
going on,” Miller said of the sequence 
in a postgame news conference. 
“[Maiava] does everything. Superman, 
you know? Casual Jayden things.”

Usual suspects carry 
Trojan offense

Maiava came out with a much 
cleaner stat line than his season-worst 
performance against Nebraska (7-3, 
4-3) last week, completing 24 of his 
33 passes for a total of 299 yards and 
two touchdowns while adding a rush-
ing touchdown on a scramble in the 
second quarter. As has often been the 
case this season, most of Maiava’s pro-
duction came in tandem with his two 
favorite targets: junior wide receivers 
Makai Lemon and Ja’Kobi Lane.

Lemon kicked off the night’s scor-
ing with a 7-yard reception in the first 
quarter to conclude a seven-min-
ute opening drive, in which Maiava 

completed as many passes as he did 
in the entire game against Nebraska. 
Lemon ended up with a career-high 
161 yards on 11 catches — bolstered 
by his third play of more than 50 yards 
this season — and added a rushing 
touchdown in the fourth quarter to 
put the Trojans up 35-17.

“He understands defenses, he un-
derstands our entire offense, not 
just running routes,” Head Coach 
Lincoln Riley said of Lemon in a 
postgame news conference. “He un-
derstands what we’re trying to ac-
complish, and I think that shows up.”

After making headlines with 
a show-stopping one-handed 
touchdown catch in USC’s dominant 

Wild plays, well-rounded attack lift football over Wildcats
The USC offense outscored 
Northwestern 24-3 after 
being tied at 14 early on.

win over Georgia Southern (4-5, 2-3 
Sun Belt) in September, Lane gave 
Trojan fans another clip for the 
highlight reels in the third quarter.

Despite being completely en-
gulfed by Wildcat graduate defensive 
back Fred Davis II, Lane managed to 
haul in a 10-yard pass from Maiava 
with one hand, bobbling the ball 
slightly before securing it as he 
and Davis fell to the ground. Lane 
ended his night with 74 yards on a 
season-high seven catches.

“I’ve been seeing it in practice 
for the last two years,” redshirt ju-
nior safety Kamari Ramsey said of 
Lane’s catch in a postgame news 
conference. “It’s expected at this 
point. It’s gonna continue.”

Miller continued to be USC’s 
primary option on the ground in 
the absence of its two top run-
ning backs, running for 127 yards 
on 15 carries to go along with the 
touchdown after Maiava’s forced 
fumble. The former walk-on has 
recorded triple-digit yards and a 
score in three of the Trojans’ last 
four games, and his 7.9-yard av-
erage on 80 carries this season is 
the highest of any Big Ten running 
back with as many attempts.

Defense suffocates Wildcats 
in second half

After Northwestern’s first two 
drives of the game both ended in 
touchdowns, it looked like the USC 
defense was in for a long night. In 
particular, the Trojans had no an-
swer for redshirt sophomore run-
ning back Caleb Komolafe, who 
totalled 97 yards on eight rushes 
and two receptions in those two 
drives alone — scarily reminiscent 
of Notre Dame (7-2) junior running 
back Jeremiyah Love’s dominant 
performance in USC’s earlier loss 
to the No. 9 Fighting Irish.

While Komolafe remained 
Northwestern’s go-to guy, leading 
the team in both rushing and re-
ceiving yards, the Trojans limited 
him to just one double-digit gain 
after the second drive and silenced 
the rest of the Wildcats’ offense, 
holding them to just one field goal 
in the final 37 minutes of the game.

“Three points the rest of the 
way out was huge,” Riley said. 
“We did a better job in the run 
game, but the third-down defense 
is what I really point towards. We 
settled in there a little bit.”

After converting all three of its 
third-down attempts in the first 
drive, Northwestern went just 
1-for-9 the rest of the way, forcing 
the Wildcats to punt four times 
to USC’s two. The Trojans consis-
tently put pressure on graduate 

quarterback Preston Stone, break-
ing up a season-high five passes 
and recording two sacks — includ-
ing the first of freshman defensive 
tackle Jahkeem Stewart’s career.

The other sack came courtesy 
of sophomore defensive tackle Jide 
Abasiri, who stifled Northwestern’s 
only significant drive of the second 
half at USC’s 10-yard line and forced 
the Wildcats to settle for a field 
goal. Abasiri broke out for a career-
high five solo tackles — more than 
he had all season entering Friday 
night — and forced his first career 
fumble to end the first half.

Sneaky number swap leads to 
unbelievable trick play

Maiava’s interception-turned-
fumble set the momentum for the 
rest of the game, but the wildest 
play of the night came earlier in 
the second quarter.

Facing fourth-and-6 on its own 
46-yard line, USC went into punt 
formation for its second play of 
the quarter, led by a player wear-
ing redshirt senior punter Sam 
Johnson’s No. 80. That player was not 
Johnson, however — it was redshirt 
senior quarterback Sam Huard.

Huard proceeded to throw a 10-
yard pass to a wide-open freshman 
wide receiver Tanook Hines, giv-
ing the Trojans a first down and 
setting up an eventual touchdown 
to take a 14-7 lead.

“That’s been on [the roster] 
for three weeks,” Riley said of the 
number swap. “It was just a well-
thought-out thing … We’ve got 
some creative guys on staff.”

When asked about the trick play, 
Lane had one word to say about 
Huard’s throw: “Dime.”

In a statement to the Los Angeles 
Times, the Big Ten wrote that it 
would “continue to review the sit-
uation with both institutions,” cit-
ing a rule that prevents two players 
with the same position from wear-
ing the same number.

The Trojans are still very much 
alive in the College Football Playoff 
hunt and expect to improve on their 
initial No. 19 ranking when the sec-
ond batch of CFP rankings is an-
nounced Tuesday. USC will likely 
need to win its final three games of 
the season to earn a bid, including a 
rapidly approaching bout with No. 7 
Oregon (8-1, 5-1) in Eugene.

Before then, however, the 
Trojans will need to get through 
a dangerous Iowa (6-3, 4-2) team 
that nearly took down those same 
Ducks in an 18-16 battle over 
the weekend. USC will host the 
Hawkeyes at Los Angeles Memorial 
Coliseum on Saturday at 12:30 p.m.

Matthew diederich / Daily Trojan
Junior wide receiver Makai Lemon rushed for a career-high 161 yards on 11 catches, while scoring 
two touchdowns for the Trojans early in the first as well as in the late fourth quarter.

Jonathan Ho / Daily Trojan
Junior utility Stefan Branković 
is pictured Nov. 2, playing Stanford.
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